WASHINGTON (UPL) — President Reagan, try-
ing to boost the sagging popularity of his programs
among women, is calling for women to enlist in a

campaign against sex-
ual discriminations.

“We in this adminis-
tration are commitied
to eliminating, once
and for all, all traces of
unjust  discrimination
against women,"” the
president pledged in a
videotaped address
shown  Friday night at
an Indianapaolis confer-
ence of the Republican
Women's  Leadership
Forum.

“We are making pro-
gress, but there is so
much to bs done,” he
said.

HOur struggle is on-
ly beginning, and 1
nesd your continucd
help il we are to reach
our goals. When wvou
rewurn to vour neigh-
borheods and com-
munities, help us get
unur message oot Tell

peaple of the progress we have made.
The president, with the taped remarks, proved

Reagan defends
women’s record

he could be in two places at one time, As the
speech was sereened in Indiana, Reagan was relax-
ing at the presidential retreat at Camp David, Mary-

lund, following the ex-
haustng ¢conomic
summit meeting at
Williamsburg, Virginia,

He will make his
weekly radio address
to the nation from the
sceluded camp today
and return to Washing-
ton Sunday to have
dinner at the home of
Secretary of Stare
George Shulta.

The president strong-
ly defended his admin-
istration’s record for
bringing women into
government  service,
pointing out that for
the first time, three
women are members
of the Cabiner—Heezlth
and Human Services
Secretary Margaret
Heckler, Transporta-
tion Secretary Eliza-
beth Dole and U.N.
MAmbassador Jeane
Kirkpatrick. President

Carter also had three women Cabinst members,
but not more than two at one time.
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FROM THE STAFF

So sorry, we are latal We have just had the third and graatest
fire in our history! Something to help us realize that a nigher
power 15 doing the work and that, regardless of any cifort we may
think worthy of ourselves, it is nothing In comparison with that
ot the Ones wha are in complete charga.

Thougn tamperarily hindered by the lose of our offices and
aruipment, we ara urdaunted in our mission 1o spraad the wuihs
for which SHEKINAH magszine was begun tirty months ago.

Our confidence is in the promise of God, "that ALL things
work togather for good fo them. .. who gre tha celled” {Rom,
g.28).

Inreed, wo hava found that we have friends previcusly un-
kriown to us. As a result of the fire, businessmen and wOImEen
have provided some of our greatest necessities 10 set up our Intar-
im oifice with supplies and affice Turniture, ste.

Wa pxtand our heardelt thanks 1o our local Red Cross and to
the Fire Departments of  Axtall, Ballmead, Hallsbury, Lacy-
Lakeviawe, Leroy, Mart, and Waco, They mace 4 heroic stfort 1o
assist in cvery way to contein tha fire. Begause of the loss of
eloctrical power 1o our deep well, an fnadequate watar supply
mudhe it impossinle to save the publishing house.

We ara greteful thet the other sixtesn buildings which holse
the workars were untouched.

Oyt haarts heve been warmed by the expressions of sympathy
at homa and over the world from raaders of SHEKIMNAH maga-
zine whe want the publication te continue reaching them with
the latest news sbout our “Mother wha art in Heaven,”" Blessed
ha Her name!

Wo have navar before asked directly for meens to publish, but
depend upon the Spirit to impress our reacers 1o heve o part in
+he resloration of machinery by which tha megazine is producad.

Thosa receiving the SHERINAH for the first time and those
wishing to contribute to the continuance of this work may send
contributions to “The Aestoration Fund,” P.O, Box 4098, Waco,
Texus 76706,

Thank you so much for your lova, petience, and support. Y our
good wishes and prayers are deeply oppreciated.

In the meantirme, our friends, the printers downtawn, are haln.
ing to publish SHEKINAH magezine.

Cur courage is good, our determination is strong, and our falth
enduras. Praisc be to tha Father, the Son, and the Haly Spiri
Motherl

THE STAFF

Church rumpus on
banned altar girls

ADELAIDE. — The Roman Catholic
church has cracked down on girls
serving at the altar.

Priests have hasn dir- furlous when she was
epted to have only boys  told of the bar. “1 walk-

45 alTar Servers.

Thesa are altar girlsin
several large city parishes.
Tha cgrurch has ignorsd
+hem becedst sarme prizsis
want Lo use girls.

The Adelaide Latin
Mass  Sociaty  reported
the chures to Bome, for
iynoring & ban on altar
gitls. Tre Suciety con-
linues to obscrve 10 ob-
cerva the Lazin Triden
tina Mass outlawed by
shg  Second  Welican
Gouneil.

The Catholic Chureh
Communications Canire
lodey  confinned  altar
girls ware not alloweo,

pre. McRaze, of Vala
Park, said loday she was

ed gut mass. Thars was
no way | could stay in-
side the church &nd
pray,” she said,

Har children, Jersmy
12, Ssrah 11 and Aebacrca
9 nave served together at
the 11 a.m. mess 2
Walkerville svary Sunday.
Jeremy hag Deen serving
for thraz years, Sarah for
two and Rebeccz for
ming months. Mro. McRas
who said . relicion was 3
czntral part of har fam-
ity's life, will not aliow
leremy 1o continue to
serve T hissisters cannot.

Dne priest, who wouid
not be named, sald today
ke would defy the ban.
*Thera is @ shortage of

Altar servers Hebec
12, with a plcturs of themselves In service gowns.
snve—s0% of my servars are girls,”  frenl parents and 13l them  Lheir
no szid. "1 will not apooint any new  daughters cannul 4o on the gllar,” He
anes, but | think 1l allow them 1o said he was Bware of the church regu-
nue, | would find it hard 10 con-

i
|
|

ca, 9, (leH, Sarah, 11, and Jersmy McRas, i

{S=e Boys Only, page 30)
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The Missleeauga Mews

Mayor Hazel MeCallion grests Bishop

Visiting bishop preaches
about Motherhood of God

By JUDY HUGHES
Staff Writer

A hishap from a recently formed. in-
lerdenominational churel  has  heen
Mooded  wilh calis and lelters from
womien arouml lhe warld seeking in
Iormation aboul the foundations of the
new church.

Bishop Lois Reden. head of The Living

Waters, Eranch, spoke to a meeting of
s=nior 't-iiizens in ceniral Mississaugs
last week aboul her innovative rellgion.
tazed on the bellef that God is a two-
dimensional figure comprising both male
and {emale qualities.

Blaming an inexacl, incorrect transla-
tinn ot the Blble from the original
Hebrew version for the prevalent beliel

Lois | HRoden, a citlzens in Mississauga last wesk.

January 19 1264

(Staff pholo by Tim Chavrler)

that God is masculine, Roden quotes
dozens of passages [rom lhe Scriplures
which prove to her, and followers of her
church, thal God i3 female,

ligden founded the "Motherhoed of
God” aller wilnessing "2 vision of a
shimmering silver angel in feminine
form, " threugh her bedroom window one
night.
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1 feit thal God had called me,"”
recalls Roden. "“To me, it was [he
completion of the mystery of Goad.™”

Despite the misinterpretation of
the Bible, Roden s5till hases the [oun-
dation of her beliefs on the ancient

tome, saving there are many in- .

slances where passages in the Bible
support her beliel in the Muotherhood
of God, “‘Seripturally speaking, we
have evidence lo support this.™ ehe
5AYE.

in some Instanves, Roden claims
the true identity of God has been
deliberately tampercd  with by
Christians whe praclise “palriar
chal (heolopy'citing 200 examples
of obviously feminine references be
ing changed o masculine,

il ol Boden's support from the
Bible comes from the Books of
frentais, Fomans, Hevelalions, Pro-
verbe aml Galatinns. The name of
her church, however, comes from
the Book of Jeremlah where God
pranouneed that T was “the vine,
ye are the ieanches,”

Roden, a mother of six prown
children whose late hushand was
wesident of The Living WWalers

ranch, travels to Israel bwo or
{hree limes every vear antd o many
other parts of the warld, and plans Lo
visil Clhina and Japan in Lhe near
luture to “launch the gospel of the
Holy Splrlt Mother.”

Bhe is lonking forward Lo Lhe reac-
tions af Japanese and Chinese who,
she says, have always recognized
Lhe: feminine gualilies of God.

As  editer of her church's
magazing. The Shekinah {Jewish for
Heavenly Mother), Hoden receives
requesis  and  donations  from
around  the world, “Infurmation 13
coming in to the magazine in floads
canfirming the femininity of God.™
SNEC 5EYS

She hooes 10 uee some of this con-
firmation when she is granted an au
dience with Tope John Paul 17 o
comvinee him to change his mind on
the ordination of wmnen as priests
Tne Pantilf, savs Boden, refuses 0
ardgin women hecause V'there 1% ob
image"" in the Bible to allow him to
tle 50,

Roden hopes that evidence found

in e Naghanadi Manuscripts in
Morthern Eyypt and in the Dead Sea
Semils wi]}’ sppport hEr case. as
should the depiclion of “women ser-
ving the cucharist in the capecity of
hishops' found in the catacombs of
Home.

Despile  her belief that Ged
possesses 4l legsl as many female
Euuhluﬂ-; as male gualiies, Roden

oes nol believe in the supericrity of
women. ''T preach the El:iuzlil;r i
menand women.' she sai

Support Grows
For women Priests

Mure Catholics oppose than faver the ardination af wamen as priests, but
ppposition has steadily declined since 1974,

In the istest Gallup survey, 2 total of a0 of Cathulics exprass gilhor strong
or mild opposition, while 44% express either strong ar mild support for the
ardinatlon of women. Six percent da not axpressan apinion,

In 1974, B5% wera nppused, 29% in favor, arad 6% wer? in the no apinion

category.

MEN MORE LIKELY THAN
WOMEN TO FAVOR CHANGE

Interastingly, Cathale men are more likaly than Cathollc wamen L Favar
the ordination of woman to the pricsthaod — 0% compared with 3894,

Mlzo more inclined to favor the ordination of women gre youngar Catholics,
the college-rducated, and those in higher incoma Drackets.

The current survey is the latest of four (others were done in 1874, 1977,
and 1979) commissioned by tha uixote Center and Prissts for Equality, and
sponsored by a broad-based coalition ot 95 Catholic groups and individuals, The
1882, 1979, and 1977 surveys were ennductad by the Galiup Organization, Ine,
while the 1974 survey was conducted by the Nationgl Opinion Hesaarch Center.

In each survey, respondants were asked the axtant of thair agreament or
disagreemant with Lhe statemant:

It would he s good thing If wamen were allewsd o be ardainad a8 priests,

Here are the findings:

DRDINATION OF WOMEN PRIESTS
{ Wiews ol Cotholics)

NOAC  GALLUP SURVEYS
1974 1877 1979 iR82

Y g % 2%

&qrez Stronaly 1 15 16 20
Somewhat 18 21 24 24
TOTAL 28 36 a0 44
Disagrea Somewhat 18 15 7 16
Strongly a7 43 3e a4
TOTAL 65 7 53 5
Mo Cpinior B i ;Y B
o0 100 100 o0

The fgmest resulls are Desed on The FESpONIes =f 1,423 persuns who ident-
aul of & toral ot 4,592 adults, 18 and
nterviewed i ogersos, o their hamas, nomore than 300 scientifically

tioo themsalves as Roman Catholics
ldar,
selected localities across the nztion during the perinds May 1417, Jure 1114,
gnd Jume 25-28, 1282,

R R TG T LTI NS SO L T T T Yo N G T T N TR R A A R R,

g Ty M T TR TR N T T T T T T o T e LS MR R W S S, Mot R W W N S S S e
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] Balanc_ing Out the T-rinj_ty:

The Genders of the Godhead

JOHN DART

LL BUT the most careful of Christian Century

readers might have missed it: James A. San-
ders used "*she'” as a pronoun for the Holy Spirit in
his article ““The Bible as Canon'’ (in the December
2, 1981, issue),

It was nol a typographical error, said Sanders, a
professor at the School of Theology at Claremont
and president of its Ancient Bible Manuscript Cen-
ter for Preservation and Research. Citing the Tamil-
iar theological-linguistic prablem of addressing the
biblical God with a pronoun other than **he" —de-
spite the consensus that God embraces both the
masculine and the feminine—Sanders explained
that he decided simply as & matler of personal
choice to use **she"" for the Spirit of God.

Sanders's precedent is the fact that the Hebrew
word for spirit, ruach, is of the feminine gender.
The neuter word prewrna is used flor spiril in the
Greek-language New Testament. But the pronoun
found in those texts is nor **it,”” since Christian Lhe-
ology regards the Holy Spirit as a2 person rather
than an impersonal force; “*he’ was the pronoun
selected for the enabling power and earthly agent of
God the Father,

Haowever, the use of *‘she™ as a pronoun for the
Hely Spirit is more than a matier of personal
choice; such usage appears ta have some theological
possibilities, espeeially if serious attention is given
10 certain research on early Christian rexts, apocry-
phal as well as canonical. Initial Suggesnions 1o
regard the Holy Spirit as feminine have been made
by some thealogians—mestly male academicians—
who slay within canonical and church perimeters.
However, women scholars are unenthusiastic about

Mr. Dart is religion writer for the Los Angeles
Times.

the idea. *“It’s still two against one,” says one femi-

nist of such a revamped Trinity.
There are biblical reszarch findings that nonethe-
less could *‘balance out' the genders of the Trinity
a step true to an carly strain of Christian think-
ing, although nol to what developed as orthodax

church tradition. The balancing would require

rescuing two primitive ideas found among Jesus’
followers,

{Ine convept is that the Holy Spirit was the
“‘mother’” of Jesus, and consequently of believers.
The written evidence for this is both earlier and
much broader than had been previously thought.

The second concept has to be presented as a theo-
ry, though a plausible one: that Jesus was consid-
ered by followers as androgvnous in a significant

symbaolic sense. & persuasive theory proposed nine

vears #go holds that an early baptism brought lorth
a4 new androgynous person in the initiated Christian
oehiever, ‘'neither male nor female.” The idea,

apparenlly inspired by first century Jewish specula-

tion that Adam was oniginally male and female,
g2oes on Io suggest thar the *'last Adam,”" as Paul
once referred to Jesus, provided the miodel for the
new believar,

IT the first century notions of a maternal spirit
and an androgynous Jesus were indeed early teach-
ings that the developing church subsequently reject-
ed (for whatever reasons), then a “*balanced out’’
theology of the Christian godhead, infarmed by
psvchological insights, has bath “modern® rele-
vance and “ancient’ precedent.

YEN THOUGH these claims seern at first hear-
ing o be far aficld from the usual New Tesia-
ment understanding, thera have been some efforts
to explore the idsa of the Holy Spiril as feminine
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within traditional frameworks. German theologian
Jurgen Moltmann is arguing for a reapprecialion of
the distinct “‘persons’’ of the Trinity, particularly
the Holy Spirit. Contending that ‘‘monotheism 15
monarchism,”” Molimann says some traditional
ideas of God's absolute power *‘generally provide
the justification for earthly domination’" by despots
and dictators.

A Moltmann lecture sbour the femining aspects
of the Holy Spirit prompted Neill Q. Hamilton,
professor of New Testament at Drew University
School of Theology, to develop the idea further.
The contemporary emphasis on God as father fi-
gure, he said, “'in effect makes us deprived children
of a one-parent family.”* Drawing on certain bibli-
cal depictions of the Spirit, especially in the Gospel
of John, Hamillon went on to say thal Christians
will find *‘the Holy Spirit begins o perform a
mothering role for us that is unconditional accept-
ance, love and caring. God then begins to parent us
in father and mother modes.™'

Catholic scholar Franz Mayr of the University of
Portland in Oregon also finds the feminine image of

A case could be made that a female
Holy Spirit represents an important
early teaching of Jesus' followers.

the Holy Spiril to be appropriate. He notes the
remark of $1. Augustine (354-430) that some Chris-
tians of his day were wrongly believing that the Holy
Spirit was ‘‘mother of the Son of God and wife of
the Father.”” Augustine then cautinned, in his book
on the Trinity, that even when a malernal Holy Spir-
i1 was “mopst chastely thought of by the pure o
whom all things are pure,” outsiders would think in
crudely physical terms.

Wiayr, on the ather hand, feels that Christianity
could manage @ *‘father-mother-child” Trinity to-
day without lapsing into physical images or water-
ing down the unity of God. Augustinc “‘skipped
over the social and maternal aspeet of God,™ which
Mayr says is besl found in the Holy Spirit.

Evangelical schelar Donald G. Bloesch makes a2
modesl concession 10 views of the Spirit as feminine
in his recently published book Is the Bibie Sexist?
(Crossway, 1982) by granting that the Holy Spirit
could be porirayed as feminine "‘as the indwelling
presence of God within the church, nurturing and
bringing 1o birth souls for the kingdom.”' But he
maintains (hat the Spirit who acts on humanity with
transforming power '‘is properly designated as
masculine.”

With but a few exceptions, the gender-issue dis-
cussion is being carried on by male scholars. One
feminist, Joan Chamberlain Engelsman, in a study
of repressed female deity images in antiquity, The
Feminine Dimensions of the Divine (Westminster,
1979), suggesied threc ways to restare thal dimen-
sion in Chrisuanity. Future theology, she wrote,
might (1) develop the female nature of each member
of the Trinity; (2) add a fourth member 10 the god-
head in the person of the Virgin Mary; or (3) pick
the Holy Spirit to describe as femninine.

At that time favoning the latter, Engelsman wrote
thal *““the Holy Spiril is the least sexually defined
member of the Trinity and ...t is often symbolized
by feminine images—by fire and the dove.” (The
dove, a visible sign of the Holy Spirit in the New
Testamen! accounts of Jesus' baptism, was a bird
often linked to female deities in the ancient Near
East.) Hawever, she now prefers her first alterna-
live—10 bring out the feminine side of all members
of the Trinity.

According to Rosemary Radford Ructher, con-
sidering the Holy Spirit as feminine makes the
fernale "“side” of God subordinate to the dominant
image of male divine sovereignty. Even a form of
divine androgyny must be questioned, she says, if it
assumes that the "highest™ symbol of divine sover-
eignty is exclusively male.

HAT IF, however, a case could be made that

a female Holy Spirit represents an important
garly teaching of Jesus' followers, later discarded
by the forces of orthodaxy when they became victo-
rious? ln The Grostic Gospels, (Random House,
1979), Elaine Pagsls details the Gnostic-orihodox
church clashes that resulied in power for the latter
and helpsd 1o shape Christianity. She also illustrates
the Fact that Christians of the second and third cen-
turies could draw on a wide range of feminine imag-
ery for the divine, bur she does not try to sort gut
which of the sources far such imagery are likely au-
thentic Jesus material.

Evangelical theology professor Paul K. Jewett of
Fuller Theological Seminary in The Ordination of
Women (Ecrdmans, 1980) dismisses the significance
of two texis indicating a belief in the Holy Spirit as
a mother Tigure. He claims that the Gospel of the
Hebrews and the Acts of Thomas, two apocryphal
works, **ars laie second or even third century docu-
ments, belonging 1o the rubric of romance rather
than history.™

The Gospzl of the Hebrews is known only
through guotations from it given in the writing of
early church fathers. In one such, & feminine Holy
Spirit, descending upon Jesus at his baptism, says:
*“My Scn, in all the prophets was 1 waiting for you
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that you should come and 1 might rest in you."
Another guote, this 1ime from Jesus: "“Even so did
my mother, the Holy Spirit, take me by one of my
hairs and carry me away to the great mountain
Tabor.” The Acts of Thomas, a legendary account
of the apostle Thomas's travels to India, contains
prayers invoking the Holy Spirit as, among other
titles, “‘the Mother of all creation” and '‘compas-
sionate mother.”’

malss

In dismissing the feminine Holy Spirit as an idea
presenl only in ““obscure and heretical sects on the
periphery of the Christian church.'” Jewent had
relied on research that did not take into account the
1945 discovery near Mag Hammadi, Exypl, of some
50 anciem 1exis. Subseguent translations and stoed-
ies af these Coptic manuscripts, translated from the
Greck in the fourth century, revealsd the views of
Gnostic Christians from the second century on-
ward. In additian, there are elements which some
scholars say are non-Gnostic Christian thought
from the first century.

The besi-known lind was the Gospel of Thomas,
a colleclion of 114 sayings atuributed 1o Jesus, In
one of them, Jesus declares that his disciples must
hate their earthly parents (as in Luke 14:26) but love
the Father and the Mother as he does, "“for my
mother [pave me falsehood), but fmyj ruz (Mother]
gave me life.”

Another Nag Hammadi discovery is the Secret
Book of James, in which Jesus refers to himself as
“the son of the Holy Spirit.'* The Gospel of

Thamas, the Secret Book of James, and the Gospel
of the Hebrews have such close affinities that most
scholars assume the maternal Holy Spirit is meant
in all thres texts, even though it is perfectly clear
anly in the Gaospel of the Hebrews.

Butwhat about dates? Harvard's Helmut Koester,
one of the principal interpreters of the Gospel of
Thomas, believes that it was composed at aboul the
same time as the biblical Gospels. Ron Cameron of
Weslevan University agrees. In The Other Gospels,
a collection of 16 apacryphal Gaspels | Westminster,
1982), he also dates the Gospel ol the Hebrews as
circa 100 a.D. or earlier. and the Secrer Book of
James in the first half o! the second cemury. How
ever, he says, all three could have been writlen #s
early as the middle of the first cenwry {about the
ume of Paull.

[e Rosemary Ruether, the evidence assembled in
recent times makes i difficull o conclude thal
lemale imagery for the Spinit is a lare deviation of
heretical Christianity. "'Rather, we should see an
garlier Christianity, which used such lemale imag-
ery. gradually being marginalized by a victorious
Greco-Roman Christianily that repressed it,"" she
savs. Her conclusion 1s thar Gnosuc Christians
meraly expanded on traditions onee shared widely,

Even so, Ruelher halks at claiming a historical
precedent thal might perpetuate a lesser status in
Christanity for the female divine dimension.
Mevertheless, one teaching attribuied 1o Jeses mighi
challenge any thoughts thal God the Father is much
more impoertant than the Holy Spirit. The synoptic
Gospels all have a version of the saying, adminedly
myslerious, that no blasphemy against the Holy
Spirit is ever forgiven, unlike sins or blasphemies
apainsl sons of men (Mark) or the Son of Man
(Matthew and luke). Thomas 44 says it more
strongly: blasphemies against Father and Son will
be pardoned, bul those against the Holy Spirit will
nol be forgiven on earth or in heaven,

{OWEVER, even such a *‘high view" of the

Holy Spiric still leaves the gendar of the Trinity
(w0 against one. This would not be the case il the
Son preached andragyny as Lhe spiritual ideal and
his fpllowers believed Jesus was the embodiment of
that ideal. Again, some of the apocryphal wrilings
atles! 1o this idea. And Paul’s letiers suggest that il
was an early one.

Writing in a 1974 issue of History of Religions,
Wayne Meeks of Yale University Divinity School
proposed that congregations founded by Paul used
a baptism ritual which reunifisd the male and fe-
male in each new believer. The key verses are 1in Gal-
atians, the much-guoted 3:27-2R8: “'For as many of
you as were baplized into Christ have put on Chrisl,
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There is neither Jew nor Creek. thereis neither slave
nar free, there is neither male nor female; for you
are all pne in Christ Jesus. ' Meeks wrole:

The symbplization of & reunified mankind was nol just
pious talk in early Christianity, bul 2 guite imporiani
way of conceptualizing and dramatizing the Chris-
tians’ awareness of thejr pecaliar relationship to the
larger societies around them. At Jeast some of the early
Chriztian groups thought of themselves as a new genus
of mankind, ur as the restored onginal mankind.

According to Meeks, the Christian haptismal ini-
liation reversed the division of male and female, re-
urning 1o the gender unity found in Adam before
Eve and in God. Paul also uses reunification
lapguage in 1 Corinthians and Colossians, but
without specific reference lo male and female.
Merks contended that the androgynous concepl
received  expanded—even vaxuriant’ —treatment
trom Cinostic Christians, some of whom developed
the sacrament of the bridegroom chamber Lo reunite
the 1wo halves in the believer. (1n the Second Epistle
of Clement, a second century sermon, appears a
saying nol inconsistent with Galatians 3:28: **When
the Lord himself was asked by someone when his
kingdom would come, he said, ‘When the two

For some early Christians, the
baptismal initiation reversed the
division of male and famale, returning
to the gender unity found in Adam.

become one, and the outside as the inside and the
male with the female neither male nor female.""™)

Meeks said that he suspected Paul did not always
accept the androgynous interpretation of the bap-
tismal formula, and that he probably did not coin
it. Further, Meeks argued, it proved loo dangerous-
lyv ambivalent for the amerging church and “*laded
‘nto innocupus metaphor, perhaps 1o await the
coming of ils proper moment.” And Hans Dieter
Betz, of the University of Chicago Divinity School,
agreed with Meeks that *‘this doctrine of an an-
drogynous nature of Ihe redeemed Chrisiian s62ms
to be pre-Pauline.™”

That rite’s imagery can Dt linked with the im-
agery of Jesus as the reappearing Primal Man, the
androgynous Anthropos, or, 85 Paul expressed il,
the “Last Adam™ (1 Caor. 15:45), Paul does not
bring up questions of andregyny. Nonethelsss, Belz
leaned cautiously toward +he understanding that the
androgynous anthropos myth lies behind the Gala-
tians 3:28 teaching of the dissolution of sexual
distincuions, Being bapiized into a new, androgy-

nous person would be a ferm of “imitation of
Chyrist,” he said.

Such an imuation, the desire of the discipie 10
emulate the teacher. would be natural. Also, Jesus
urged his followers 10 necome his equal—Luke
6:40, the Gospel of Thomas 13, 108, and in the
Secretr Book of James. “Make yourselves like the
son of the Holy Spirit,"” Jesus says in the later 1exy;
and again, I you...do ms [the Father's] will. 1
[say] that he will love you, and make you agual with
me."’

11 is not 100 surprising that many of Jesus' early
followers could see the feminine dimension of
divinity in their teacher when one remembers that
some Jesus SaVIngs depicied him as the voice of
wisdom, a personified female aspect of God pop-
ular among Jews at the wrn of the era. Jesus is par-
sicularly seen as Wisdom personified in the Thomas
sayings and also1n the Q" source of Matthew and
Luke.

IT BEARS REPEATING that apocryphal wrilings
were not relied on by theologians who have pro-
posed thinking of the Haly Spirit as {ernining, or by
;aw Testament scholars who feel that the androgy-
nous Adam myth contained imagery inMuential
amang early Christians.

And vel certain apocryphal works are valuable
for a fuller understanding of teachings attributed to
Jesus—some teachings only dimly seen in the New
Testament. Two theologians who hold this view are
Helmut Koester and lames 1. Bobinson. Koester,
in a 1980 Harvard Theniogicul Review article, said
af examples from five apocryphal gaspels: “They
are significant wilnesses far the formation of the
gospel literature. .. The 1erm apoeryphal with allits
negative connolations should not prejudice us any
jonger.”

Robinson, in his address as outgoing president of
the Society of Biblical Lizerature in December 1981,
presenied a detailed case for the argument that the
earlizst resurrechion iraditions were luminous ap-
pearances of Jesus, while stories of physical resur-
rection were secondary. Adducing his points from
both canonical and noncanonical sources, he said
that what long ago became known as Nerssy was
cometimes a relatively valid claim rooted in an erig-
inal Christian emphasis. Suppestng in an interview
that the cONLEMpPOrary ccumenical mood be extend-
od back to the “'lusers” al the early centuries, the
(inostic Christians, he concluded: "1 would haope
we could open minds lo 2 big hunk of sarly Chris-
ijanity and rethink our conceptions of what Wwas
‘neresy’ and ‘orthodoxy.'”
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Is Holy Spirit female?

Woman tours
world telling
of her vision

BY BHAHON YOUNG
Times Stall

The Holy .?{.'-inr s a
woman, save Rlshop Lols
Halen

A Teminigl, o5 far us e
ftible is concerncd, Bishop
Itrtden has heen touring the
whrld explatning her belief
thal e Godheas 8 made
up ulb Ueree The Fulher,
The Son and the Mother
fipure

“IU's S0 simpic even a
ehitld can understand it
gshe said during an infer
view with the Times ""The
thing 15 theologians have
made |t complleated by
restricting infnrmation.™

Evidence of her claims,
ahesays, is in Genesis {ive,
varses one and two, which
saye that in rhe heginning
God made man in the im-
age of male and lemale
and  called their rame
Adam Hoden strecses the
Urheirt' as she reads o

“Faw people lars nolice
thil there were bwo Adams
- @ male and o femala
This creation siory |5 the
hagis af my doerrine,” =he
maintaing

supporling  her claim
thal the Haly Spird s -
dewd & femele, she skillful-
Iv recites a number of
passages [ram the Rihie

Since 1977, the f5-year-
old mnither has reore-
sentedd Lhe Lising Wealers
Foundalivn, an inter
denaminalional churck
that has thousands of
members warid-wide

Prine to 1973, snef hegan
tearhing the helief that the
Hoby Sparil way feminine,
gl gave un, ciscouraged.

1 bl s0 omuch opposi
tinn that | decided to stop
falkie  about al,"  she
racailed. “Reiection and
cuntroversy wereg ovourr-
INE more and more m my
awn congregation. T fefl
would B betier nel
causs 8 much  contro

VETRY, "

Bulin 1977, she says, she
AW O vision.

“A shimmering silver
angel In a femininge form
appeared al my window In
the Lackground were just
thowsands of silver angals,
From thatl {ume on, 1 didn'l
hesltate to teach the {em-
infnlly of Ihe Holy spiril. It
had confirmed the seript 1
hod been lesching in Lhe
Bible about the mother
hoad of God .

Slpes then, Bishop
Hoden has almed her
teaching  directly at the
ministers and leaders, 50
that they could instruct
thelr own congregailons.,

At first zhe [mund the
work  difficult, bul sinee
she began publishing the
magazine ashekinah, she
has had & vehicie o enler-
tein the views of scholars,
researchers,  thealogians,
mediz represantatives
and archasalngisle.

Through Shekingh, &
foed of inlormation has
come  in to verify  her
teachings, she 2ays,

With the recent eipvated
psition of the female im-
ape, she mamiains thal
npw 15 the perfect time to
revaal the truth. She notes
that the Pope has been
negarive ahauol Lhe
leminine Holy Epiril. bul
adds, “Lrod hes news for
the Pope"'

When the Fope makes
s wisil o the United
States this y=ar, Blshop
Roden is expacting m have
& digrussion with him an
thiz izsue. She mMdinisin:
Ihat the charch musl pro-
gres: with the lunes and
new evidence that s being
infreducsd.

e pame of God oo
small rhild is mother
Ever John Paul 1T said
it,” shozawd

Nuring her stay wn lhe
city, kbizshop Roden sl

i el = T

Lois Roden, bishop of the Living Waters Foundation, {ravals
around the world publicizing her contention that the Holy Spirit
is one-ihird female. She was in Oshawa last week as part of her
travels, and said in an inlsrview that theologlans have
obscured for centuries the Biblical references to the female
HEEUFE ﬂf TF'I:E HDFY Sﬂ]fﬂ. Times plinty
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women ministers increasing

l
|

Ll e i R e

‘A special gift’:

rapidly. ‘oo

By CHARLES AUSTIN
[ 1683 Maw York Times Hews Servce

NEW YORK — The Rev. Caral
Malteson Cox feels a dual responsibil-
ity s she steps into the pulpit of Fort:
ham United Methedist Church in New
vork Cily each Sunday. Like all mem-
bers of the clergy, she hopes her words
will comlerl and inspire parighion-
ers, But as one of the rapidly Zrowing
pumber of ministers who are women,
she also knows Lhat her work is shap-
ing ihe way lay peaple view such
minsiers,

Most major religious denominations
m the United States have been ordain-
ing womer. Lo the ministry for 19 years
or mare, but in the lasl four years the
number af minsters who are Wwomen
has risen sharply. And recent studies
have found thal most parishioners and
denominalional leaders consider Lhe
women effective at their work.

“Tlergywornen kmow that we repre-
senled a problem lo the church in
some ways,” Mrs Cox said. “Bul now
we are hearing that we are a special
gill to the church and gelling strong
suppert from our bishops and others.”

Twa years agn, the United Idethod-
ist Church became the first American
denommination o elect a woman &s
bisnop, Mext year, Mrs. Lox is sched-
ued o be the firsl woman lo be the
regular preacher on the “Frolestant
Hour," a mationally syndiceted radio
[rOZTam,

Ths Rabbinical Association, Lhe na-

1s Holy Bpirit female?
(Cantinued from page 9)

tipnal organizalion for Conservative
Jewlsh rabbis, is planning to vole soon
on admilling a woman, a move that
would give the association's endorse-
menl Lo women as rabbis, The Re-
formed branch of American J udalsm
admits women to the rabbinale, but
the Rabhinical Association has put off
a deciston until this year's meeting,

Urthodox Judaism does not accept
women rabbis and is not ikely Lo.

Aboul hall Lhe Protestant denomina-
fions i the United Stales admit
women lo Lhe ministry. While there s
spme support among Roman Catholics
in the Lmted States for ordaiming
women 1o Lhe priesthood, the Valican
has repeatedly said that Calholic theal-
ogy rejects the idea.

Five vears ago no more than 4 per-
cent of 1he ministers in denominalions
thal erdained women to the mimsiry
werg women, according to statlstics
collecled by the National Council of
Churches. Thal perventage may have
doubled in the past four years, said the
Bev. Constanl H. Jacquel, who collecls
statistics for the council.

The American lutheran Church,
which agreed to ordain women in 1968,
had 17 ordamed women five yEars g0
and now has 93 ‘The aumber of or-
deined women I the United Methodist
Church grew from 300 in 1377 10 nearly
1500 last vear, said Kathy Nickersen
of Lne chureh's Divisicn of Ordained
Ministries. The United Presbyterian
Church, which has about 15.000 mem-

Waco Tribune-Herald

Suaday, April 17, 1983

vers of the clergy, has 776 ardained
women al the end of 1981, more Lthan
Lwice as many as it reported in 1977

Other denominations report similar
increuses. Figures collected by Lhe As-
sociation of Theolopeal Schaols indi-
eate that 23 percent of all the sernnar-
jans now studying for the minlsiry are
womern. “In some denominalions, there
are more women than men in sem:
nary,” said Dr. Marvin I Taylor, an of-
ficial of the associalion.

For # lime ordaned women had duif-
ficulty being accepled ino local ton-
gregations and aflen had Lo seck work
as college chaplains or in ehurch insti-
Lutions. Thal is no longer Lhe case.
church afficials report. For example,
about 200 of the 261 ordained women in
ihe |utheran Church 1 America are
working  as  fulltime ministers ar
seetslant ministers, and a recent sur-
vey four that only ghaut 10 percent of
'he Lutherans polled would object to
naving @ woman as Lheir minister, ac-
comding Lo lhe Hev, George Keck
\iore than half the Umiled Presbyle-
Har's ordained women are working
full time in congregations.

In addition io its woman BDishup,
Marjorie Matlhews of Wisegnsin, Lhe
United Methodist Church has nine o2
dzined women 2s disirict superintend-
ents, or repional lezders. Six more
wormen will become dislriet SUperin-
sendenls tnis year, Miss Mickerson
said,

dressed the Living Waters  These days her leaching God &3  Father. stickers, bullons and T-  provide .

Oshawa Branch, which is are made easier, 85 & wirts. They read: ''Pray “aAll this makes all lhe

nted by Gladys Dt- growing number of p”‘:ll:f: Ta help in spresding the 10 Ged, She will hear you'';  opposition arpd emnbarrass-

lyman. Her sammer 1o areba toacceplber  word, cammercial grouns igihen G made mar, ment worthwhile,” #he

prary incldes trips lo the  idea Gotl 25 molbes, In  have picked up on the 1dea  She was unlénbgdd!ng"; or says a . “The truth
wTrust in . Sha will comeput."

sddition to the old view of By syeloping bumper

Phlllpples.
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BROTHER SWAGGART,
HERE'S MY
QUESTION

e e

QUESTION:

IS IT SCRIPTURAL FOR A WOMAN TO BE A
PREACHER?

ANSWER:

Yes, it i8 seriptural for & woman (or anvone
whom God may call) ro be a minister of the Gos
pel. But there needs to be some clarification on the
matter.

Firar of all, Goed can call whomever He desires to
preach 1lis Gospel. The color of a person's skin, the
sex (either male or female), background — none of
these things matter, Neither docs it matter what
vocation one m:?r have been in prior to the time he
or she was swved, Secondly, God would never vio-
late His Word, and there is nothing in His Word that
would hinder any of the above-noted charactenstics
from being used of God in ministry.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT WOMEN
PREACHERS?

Even though it is perfectly proper and scriptural
for a woman to be a preacher of the Gospel, there
are certain limitations 1 feel must be imposed upon
this calling.

A women can be a missionary, & Sunday School
tcacher, an evangelist, a pastor, or serve in any call-
ing for thaet martter that God would bestow upon a
man. But T would be remiss if T didn’r recognize
the limitations that should be adhered ro in such
cases. To fail to acknowledge those limitations
could cause an imbalance in the plan of God with
cnsuing difficulties and problems within the body
of Chrst.

LET'S LOOK A LITTLE FUKTHER

1 believe it is in God's divine order and plan for
the man to he the head of the family—and to be the
head of Ged's work oo carth, Tn Genesis 1:28 Godd
tells us how that man was made and kow that he
was to be given dominion over the fish of the sca,
the fowl of the air, and so forth. ‘Then God provided
men wives to be help meets (Genesis 2:18). And in
Genesis 3:16 the statement 15 made, . .. ond thy
desire shall be to thy Ausband, ond he shall mile over

Tha: Evangelis B8

thee " implying (perhaps) that Eve had learned her
lesson and would consider Adam in her future de-
cisions and actions.

Tf vou will notice in Genesis 3:6-9, even though it
was LEve who failed and suffered the terrible conse-
guences (which also included her hushand and all

uture mankind as well), it was Adam to whom God
called for an accounting; not Eve God called the
person that was in charge, and that was Adam.

THE FEMINIST MOVEMENT

There is a swong push in the United Stares (and
ossibly Canada) to circumvent and disallow the
fuwﬁ' that Guul gave in the very beginning and which
are still valid today. These etforts, fostered by the
feminist movement, to put woman in i porsition
that God never intended for her, will cause serious
psychelogical problems for those women lending
their support to such actions. Great hur can be
done to the family and human rice in guneral,

This is not meant to say that the woman is not to
have rights (just as the man has rights) or ta imply
that God intended thar the woman be a lesser crea-
ture. Actuzlly, it has been szid that God maale Fee
from Adam’'s side (Genesis 2:21-24) for a specific
reason — not from man's head o be lorded aver or
from his feet to be trampled upon, but from his side
to be equal with him, fram under his arm ta be pro-
tected by him, and from near his heart to be loved
by him. That is 2 beautiful and appropriate analysis
of woman's place with man. No efforts to circum-
vent the plan of God regarding the distinctive roles
of men and women today can ever come to Ziruit-
ful conclusion. Such will always bring the difficulry.
sorrow, and heartache that accompany the opposing
of God's plan for the human race.

NOW LET'S ONCE AGAIN TURN OUR ATTEN-
TION TO WOMEN PREACHING THE GOSFEL

Paulsaid im 1 Timothy 2:12,°8ut | suffer nat @ woman
fe tewch, nor b usurp outhonty over the man, bul to ne
in stience,”

The key tn this Scriprure are the two words
“usurp authority." It's not wrong for & waman tu
teach; if it were, it would be wrong for her to teach

Agril, 1883
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even little children of kindergarten or elementary
school age in Sunday School. )

[ feel it is perfectly Proper for a woman to teach
children even into the tecn years. Qualified women
do an excellent job. ossibly much of the time even
berter than men would do. 1 also feel it is proper for
women to teach adult Sunday School classes
providing there are no men available who are cap-
able of teaching them. Likewise, 1 see nothing Wrong
in women cvangelizing, pastoring, Of performing any
of thesc ministries, and God can certainly call them
ro do $o; oncc Again, providing there arc no men
available capable of occupying the position.

(n a local church where there are qualificd men 10
reach adult Sunday Sehool classes attended by men
as well as women, 1 fecl the church would be
stronger if men filled these positions, Of course. it is
perfectly proper and acceptable in all churches (or
nywhere actually) for a woman 1o teach a Ladics
Bible Class.

When it comes 10 pastoring 2 church, once again
feel that in some Arcas of the country where there
would not be @ man available to do the job, 8
woman could cerrainly £il] that position, However,
man who has the rouch of God on his life (in any
area nf the nation, or anywhere i the world) ought
to occupy the position of leadership. 1 think this is
God's way.

There are some few women serving as evangelists.
Actually, the church that 1 am ordaned with has a
few women preachers. And while 1 respectand love
them, at the same Time (1 am positive 1 will receive
same criticism for what | am about te say), 1 feel
that it is not in Gad’s hest order of events for a
woman O serve as an Evan ¢list. When 2 woman
puts hersell in a position such as this, I feel she isin
some Wways DSUrping anthority over The man. Now in
some parts of the - oorld it could well be that God
would not have a man to fill the role. In that case, 2
woman could step might n and do it with Temen-
Jous resalts and, we believe, the blessings of God.

Witenever a woman ocfupies a position of leader-
ship in the work of God when tnere are qualified
men that could assumt ke role —1 would not s2¥
it is wrong, or sinful, OF disobedient 10 Cod, but 1
will say :%mt | feel the work of God is weakened
consideranly by this position being taken.

I think if one would read the sccond chapter of
1 Timozhy, verses eleven through fftecn, this would
be understoed. The :deal situation in the work of
God is for the man 1o be the preacher of the Gospel
+nd his wife to help him _in the various functions of
the church. 1 believe this is God's way, and when
that order 15 reversed, it does not make for 2 healthy
situption. '

Anril_ 1283

Not only is this mue in the work of God, but
whenever You Sc& & Woman that is the SITODE, domi-
nant personality in the family, you will find a family
chat is weakened considerably. Admittedly, there
are many families where he woman has no €10i€e
but ta be the leader — simply because her husband
chooses not to fill the rolc. This could be because o

ersonality or lack of guthority or leadership ability-
Fn cases like this, God will help that woman in her
efforts to provide 2 Christian home. But this does
not negate the ideal situation that God has outlined
in His Word.

NOW I REALIZE THERE ARE MANY WHO
TEACH IT 1S NEVER CORRECT FOR A WOMAN
TO PREACH, TEACH, (OR SO FORTH

Even in the passage we have just discussed (1 Tim-
othy 2:11-15), the key is cubjection. Paul is en
deavoring to teach in his letter to Timothy that the
woman is to be in subjection to her husband.

We read in 1 Corinthians 14:34, "lel  your
women keep silence In the churches: jor it s nol
permitted  unta them to speak; but they are G-
manded to be under obadience, us alsu saith  the
low.” and some would take this to mean it is not
even proper for a woman o talk in the chu rch, Of
course, ta take that Scriprure and interpret it in
this manner would mean that a woman is not per
mitted to sing, teach the children, lead the cﬁoi:
{or even sing 1N ir), or a.n}l‘thing having o do with
ralking becsuse the Seripture says keep silence in
the churches. But, actualy, what is meant by that
Seriprure is this:

Seating Mra.t\gicmcnts were somewhat different
in the mcetng piaces of the early church than ours
are tuday, where everyonc comes in and sits to-
gether, many (imes, in family units. In those days
the women were ated on one side of the church
and the men on the ather. Dne thing we Must Ie2
“rember is that many things werc raking place that
were totally new to them. The New Covenant, for
cxample, was just coming into force. Actaally,
gverything Was basically new and, consequently,
much inStruetion was needed.

Jn view of all the wpewness,” many things were
happening in the services that were not understood
by all presont. cspecially the womek- (You must
ramember, WOMED Were not afforded the degree of
cducarion they are today mar the access 0 he
world outside their homes and families.) The very
fact that so few pea le understood the gifts of the
Spirit operating In e church is the basic 162500
the Apostle Paul wrote 1 Corinthians.

Oftennmes the women would call out in the

The Fyangediat
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service to their husbands seated across the build-
ing and ask what was meant by certain things that
were being donme or said. Naturally, this created
disturbance and difficulty in the order of the
services. 5o the Apostle Paul was emphasizing here
that the women should not be so bold and take so
much liberty; that she should remember she is under
whedicnee, He continucd on in the 35th verse to
admonish them to ask their hushands ar home if
they failed to understand things said or done in the
services. They should not disturh the service by
asking across the room, bur they should wait untl
T.hc}’ got home., Paul went on to tell them it was a
shame for them 1o disturb the service in this
ImAnner.

Paul's statement died net contradict the faer thar
women were free to pray end prophesy in the
church (1 Corinthians 11:5-13; Aces 2:16-21, 219
Joe 2:28-32),

OL'S ORDER OF EVENTS

G:od has always used women (just as He has men),
hut He has used them within the order outlined in
Ihs Word.

You must remember, too, these instances where
God chose men: (1) o head up the rwelve tribes of
Isracl, (2} to be His twelve disciples, (3) to lead the
early church.

But we also must nat forget thar it was 2 woman
who first preached the Gospel (Good News) under
the New Covenant. Of course when we speak of this
woman telling the Good News, we are speaking of
her pastoring a church or eny position of that
nature, Rather, we're referring toa the fact that Mary
Magdalene, when she found that | esas Christ was no
longer dead but had aecmally risen from the dead,
told the news first — as is recorded in Mark 16:10-
LY.

Everyone in the world — whether male or female
and irrespective of race, color, or creed —should be
a witness for the Lord Jesus Christ. Evervone should
be involved in the work of Ged. But 1 believe the
order of events, with raspect to leadership, that God
laid down in both Old end New Testaments should
be adhered to. When it is carried forth in this
manner, God’s work will He healthier, and greater
results will be accrued as a result of our collective
efforts 1o do that which He desires,

I trust 1 have answered your guestion satislactor-
ily, and may Gl bless vou richly.

7
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Top Bible scholars

believe...

GOD’S A

8y 508 BORING |

WOMAN

MORE and more religious
thinkers are becoming
convinced that God s a
waman — and a con-
troversial Cathollc priest
haa vowad to apend
$110,000 to find out how
many Americana agree
with them,

“The mston thar Cod 15 8
female s o new concep at
ull,”" declares e Phallip
Buver. a former
professor ol
theology al
Sopthern Hlinos
Uriversuy now
living i Miemi. Florida, *'In
Tactl. many dancient culiures.
wie luding the carly Christian
Gnustcs, considered God 10
Beoa female ™

Incredibly, the same view
v sweeping America like
wildbire. And Futher Andrew
Greeley. a Chcagn priest
and sucind 2ixl, wints o
Ko how many of us are
wwinging hack ta the beliel
rthat Lrowd as i WLMETLATY

Ir fact. Cireeley hus dodi-
sated rovelis Trom 50 af ms
bowks to have the Notionat
Ulpinion Besczrch Cenler in
Chicazo interview %000
mEnand women o determine
thz gender of ““their " God

“ur vew of God & con-
sizntlv chsnging.” he de
clares. “In the eurly Says of
the Church, zied & [ate as rthe
Muldle Aper, most Chris-
L1anms sk l.:I' I:_;l.'li_‘- as
1 %1 sisteT 0 FEETSE

In fact. Greelay savs ho's
dlveas s |‘Ii_‘li,i"."'."i E_;.'II'I e W
maother — and a ionder,
affectionate lover

=Bul that image 15 what
the MNew Tostament s oall

abwit

Creeley suys Gid took an
musculine charssclerislics
largely due 1o paintnes and
aratues by arnsis hke Leonar
do DaVinern Raphacl and
Michelanpel,

But the poweriul fenninist
moverent has changed all
thit and that’s qust fine
with him

“There are S000E,  [Hs-

And now a priest
is out to prove it

tive bepefits fur the spiritual
lives al’ young men particu-
larty 0 vmapiming Cated s
fermimine. " he declares
Walter Capps, & religious
studias professor st the L
wersity of Ualifora a1t Santa
Burbara, ugrees thatahe no-
ton of woman us 4 dewy s
central b Christien thaught.

“The female deiry need
st b identlicd sueply g
the maother of Christ. ™ he
says. hul alwo ws mether o
the Tomuy ™

But that's nothing, Other
leading scholars ool ol
thae many religions puctare
Gud 45 both male and
fennle. MNintan Smar o pro
fessor of relipimes todies ar
the University of Calinsenis
explaing,

“Hindus belicve that Ski-
va, who is the god of desrrue-
tion and reproduction. and
Shaket, his wile and counter-
part, are simply conflicing
parts  of & single gl
= [ BGCOD maler- famala® Tall gswnnt pouo
Bt — angd way. Wile DIVIHIEY, o
GLJEE 27 12 Souk Congons dve | Winsr

Falm Beazh FL 3404 we Il cay 3% '
il letlen v punhish
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Feminist Embraces Church, Change
Works for Inclusion of Women in the Shaping of Theology

By CONNIE KOENENN

Changes of a radical nature are being brought about in
the Christian church by women whe are entering
divinily schools in unprecedented numbers and produc-
ing an avalanche of new scholarship that rejects the role
of women as subordinate in the faith,

And although most church segments still appear
resistant or reluctant to such changes, this is neverthe-
less a “very important tranaformation,” said Rosemary
Radflard Ruether, a feminist with a prophetic bite who at
46 is already a matmarch in the movement,

A Catholie who teaches in a Protestant seminary,
Ruether remans the leader among feminists who have
nat given up on the church but who also see the need for
ateminist thenlogy Lhal attempts to rediscover women's
contrioutlons to relipicus hostory. She shows no signe of
saflening the rationale for femindst theclogy.

In a recent talk al Pacific Unitarian Church in Pales
Verdes, she said: “For 2,000 vears, women have been
largely excluded from the shaping of Christian theclogy.
This has meant exclusion from advanced theological
education, teaching of theology and from the ministry
and preaching.”

As women hepan o examine these traditions intense-
ly over the last decade in the Light of olther women's
izsues, they became aware of an inherent szxism, she
saicl,

“Theology was not only shaped without women, it
was shaped ayeinst women, to define them as leas
intelligent. 25 less moral, 2= less human than men,”
Ruether said. “This attitude has been u=zed to justily the
exclusion of women from Lhe public culture in gensral”

In Demend as Spenker

Having writien or edited 15 books and scores of
articles on lhe subject, Rusther iz in demand as a
speaker throughout the couniry. She finds, she said in
an inlerview hefore her Palos Verdes address, that she
can drop in to “Des Moines, or wherever, and find some
hitle group of people who have read my stuff ™

A blunt, energetic speaker. she tends to play down
her own role in what some people see as 2 revolution.
But her influence is widely acknowledged. Theologians
Carol P. Chnist and Judith Plaskow, authors of the 1879
book "“Womanspirit Rising,” give a sample testimony in
their introduction:

“When we began graduate work in theology at Yale
in tne laie 1860, we -were laughl nolthing about
fermims:s or even feminine theology. When Rosemary
Ruelher came Lo speak al Yale in the spring of 1579, her
presence seemed almost miraculous. . . . We have

never heard an articulate woman set out the problems
that a purely male perspective had visited on Western
theology and culture,"”

Ruether described the feminist effort to overcome Lhe
patriarchal bias in modern religion this way: "Our goal s
to make Christianity less masculine. That's not in the
sense of men being a group of demonic folk, but Lthat the
minisiry itself has become a symbol for people ulilizing
power instead of just gathering together.”

‘A Femnlnine Consclousness’

-

She sees a “whole revolution In human relationships”
gradually unfolding, " A vertain number of women today
are coming inlo the ministry with a feminine conscious-
ness and a different model of minister-laity relationship
from Lhe 'l speak, vou listen' concepl.”

Ruether began rejecting sueh a concept in the early
19680e, when she bepan wriling erilicism of Catholic
birth contrel policy. A Californian who spent much of
her childhood in La Jolla, she received her bachelar's
degree (religion and philosophy), master's degree
rancient history ) and doctorate (classics and patristics)
from the Clarement Coliepes and her first conscious-
ness-raising from the civil rights mevement.

“1 was an undergraduate from 1954 to 19568, when no
cne was thinking aboul anything at all.” she said. “Then
when [ was in graduate school, [ worked with the Delta
Mmnistry during one summer in Mississippl. Then the
Watts riots broke out (in Los Angeles). and we thought
we'd betler go home and deal with the problems there,”

Her firsL job was al Immaculate Heart College in
Hollywood, now clpssd. Later she laught for 10 years al
Howard University in Washington, D.C., then atl
Hzrvard Divinity School and Yale Divinity School.
Since 1978 she has held an encewed teaching chair al
Garreit-Evangsiical Theological Seminary in Evanston,
Ik

She and her hushand, Herman Huether, alsg a
professor, have three college-age children. A tireless
writer and contribuzing editor to “Christianity and
Criziz,” she has influsnced the direction of feminist
theological thinking with such books as "Mary, the
Feminine Face of the Church,” “Heligion and Sexosm,”
“Mew Woman/ Hew Earth” and. most recently, "Scxism
and God-Talk.”

She enjoyed some scclasim during her visit here
Seripps College at Claremont named her distinguished
alumna for 1987 and, in 2ceaplance, che delivered an
address on “Feminizm and Peace” at her class reunion.
A measure of her scceptance in Calholie circles was

m
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Rogemary Radford Ruether
demanstrated this weeX with the announcement that
ghe has received the 1983 1).2, Catholic Award from 115,
Catholic magazine for “furthering the cause of women
in Lhe chureh,”

Ructher iz net inclined Lo join those women who wish
to hecnme priests.

"My role is teacher and theologian,” she said. “In fact,
1 reject the clericalizing of all the imporiant roles in the
church. [ suspect that if cne could be ordained, the kind
of power sysiem that exizsla—the contrels— would lmit
effectivencss.”

If Catholic women cunnot gt into the system,
Protestant women can—and do. “There has been an
enarmous entrance of women intoc seminaries in the las:
10 vears,” Ruether said.

“Their presence also has created a strong demand far
women on the faculty and feminist courses. which

JOSE GALYEZ 7/ Loa Angeles Timen

dccounts for the rapid explosicn of fermnist writing. A
feminist curriculum is critical in theologica! education,”

Despite changes in seminary enrollment and curricu-
lum Lhat might =eem radical to many, she does nol view
the futurc with unahashed optimism. “A lot of while
males are going through the thoological svstern and not
even being touched by this, except perhaps for the
reality of having a lol of women classmates.”

Weverthzless, she sces geins a3 women invade the
ministry, Lhat mast inviolate eenter of all the oerypda-
tums tradilionzlly held by men. “Even for warmen in the
minisiry who don’ have a big feminist awareness," she
said, “just thewr presence perfarms 4 symbal transior-
maticn. changing the coneepl of 2 male God.”

Aoenenn is the editor of the Daily Calendur section af
The Times. She iz working on her master's thesis about
women In refigion,

e e A s e i R e T A o Tk e Ak o e o e o

You are being invited 1o attend 3 mecting at Camp Soaring Hawk, in Purdy,

I

Missour, August 17-21 where we lay aside our denominations and indepen-
dent affiliations and enjoy cach other’s compznionship and fellowship. Is the
Huly Spirit Feminine? Alsc other topics are on the sgenda 1o be discussed. If
youu would like o atrend just wrnite, UNICO, 2120 W, 40ch St Cleveland,

Uhic 44109 and request information concerning the camp.
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oly Spirit i

The Holy Spirit is a ferninine
personage — 4@ woman — @
mother — insists Bishop Lois I.
Hoden, and she has Biblical,
archeological and historical
facts to prove that the masculine
theory is an errorin transiation.

Her reasoning is 50 simple that
a child can understand it — and
thousands relate to it — 8s she
travels the world explaining her
belief about the Motherhood of
God.

Sister toden, who Is bishop of
ihe Living Waters Foundatlon
which she formed in Waco, Tex-
as. is in Brockville this week and
spoke OVer CFJR's “‘open line”
pPrograin Monday evening —
and, naturally, upset  many
traditionalists, whom she de-
seribes as having closed minds,

Theologians, she sa¥s, have
rnade things complicated by re-
stricting information over the
YBATS, emphasizing the
masculine identity.

Blaming an inexact, incorrect
translation of the Bible from the
priginal Hebrew version for the
prevalent belief that God i3
masculine, Sister Roden quotes
dozens of passages [rom the
seriptures which prove 10 her,
and followers of her chureh, that
(iod is female.

Evidenve of her claims, ahe
says, is in Cenesis five, Verses
one and two, which sa¥s that In
the bepinning God made man in
the image of male and femnale
and called their name Adam.
gister Roden siresscs the
{heir’® as she reads the
passage.

“Few people take notice that
there were two Adams — 3 male
and a female. This creation story
is the bazis of my doctrine.”’ she
maintains.

Sister Roden's late husband
was p oinister in Wacao, Tex. of
an interdenuminatinnal
fellowship, and prior 1o 1373 she
had been leaching the belief that

—

the 1oly Spirit was ferninine, but
pave up, discoura ged.

*] had so much opposition that
I decided to stop talking about
it ** she recalled Tuesday morn-
ing. "‘Rejection and controversy
were occurring more and more
in my own congregation. I felt it
would be better not to cause 50
much discord.”

But in 1977, while gtudying ber
BEible late at night in her room,
she saw a vision, which rein-
forced her theories. She had
been reading Revelations 18:1
which tells of a mighty angel
that comes down to earth a
lightens the whole universe with
the glory of God.

sgyddenly I felt a presence in
the room. I looked up and saw a
shimmering angel in a ferminine
form, in the window. In the
hackground were just thousands
of silver angels. 1 was stunned. I
went back to my studles and the
vision faded from the window —
tat it has never faded from my
mind’s eve,”" is the way she re-
calls this revelabion.

Sister Hoden believes that was
a sipn for her t0 continue her
teachings. When she was study-
ing Hevelations that night, she
tound that John the Hevelator
had =z vision of a “wondeT
wnrman’' in Heaven, She had =
erown with 12 stars, which is &
symbol of government and
authority. From Hevelations she
went on to Galatians 4: 18. where
it says that J erusalern “which is
ahove, is the mother of us all,
relating the allegory of Hagar
and Sarah, Abreham's two
wives, who are symbeols of two
povenants. The oid tegtament is
Hagar, and the new tegtament
(the church) is Sarah. S0 we 5S¢
the tTnotber image in the heav-
enly Jerusalem supported by the
scriptures. And it is common
knowledge that a woman SyIo-
bolizes the Church,”’ she
explains.

s awoman,

<1t is a prophetic time now to

hring to the front the
Motherhood of God,” Sister
Roden feels. And although she

has many of the traditional
Christian Church ministers de-
nouncing her theories, she finds
that the Roman Catholle and
Anglican faiths are comfortable
with a feminine intercessor
viwhich is what the Holy Spirit
is".

And the Jewish religion sees a
ternale figure In the Holy Spirit,
with Lhe emphasis of "“family
life”” and a mother and [ather,
she reminds.

When she Ffrst began pre
aching this belief, the men in her
hushband's congregation were up
in arms about It. But her
husband reminded them to study
the matter themselves.

“As a result, all came to Lhe
same conclusion, and we so0n
had a worldwide following of
many thousands of believers.
Whole denomlnations have
embraced this idea — and, when
you think about Iit, it's just
common sense,’” she reminds.

And the opposition i3 becoming
much less, she finds, as scholars
apree with her theories. In some
instances, Sister Roden claims
the true identity of God has been
deliberately lampered with by
Christians who practice ‘‘patri-
archal theology'’, citing some
200 exarmples of obviously femi-
nine references being changed to
masculine, *Tt's a perfect
example of male chauvinigm!”’
she points out.

Most of her suppert from the
Bible comes from the Books of
(zenesis, Ro Revelations,
Proverbs and Galatians. She
aims her teaching directly at
ministers and leaders of con-
gregations.

At first she found the work dif-
ficult, but since she began
publishing the magazine
Shekinah (Hebrew for Heavenly
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Maother), she has had a vehicle to
entertain the views of scholars,
researchers, theologians, media
representatives, and
archaeologists. Through
Shekinah, a flood of information
has come in to werify her

Bisho

Lois I. Hoden, of Waco, Texzas, |
firm bellever in the Motherhood of God, is seen

insists Bishop Roden

teachings, she says.

With the recent elevated posi-
tion of the female image, she
maintains that now is the perfect
time to reveal the truth. She
hopes to use some of this con-
Eirmation when she is granted an

o S

¥
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with her Brockville representative, Beverley

HESEHES
39

audience with Pope John Paul I
when he makes his visit io the
United States, to convinee him to
change hia mind on the ordina-
tion of wornen as priests.

She maintains that the church
must progress with the limes

LoT

TR
44
%

eft, & Sabourin, 83 they look over The Shekinah, the
church magazine sditad by Sister Hoden.
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and new evidence that is being
introduced. ‘‘The name of God to
a small child is mother — even
the Pppe himself said it,”” she
reminds.

The 65-year-pld mother of six
grown children, Sister Roden
travels to Israel two or three
tlmes every vear and to many
other parts of the world. She
plans to vigit China and Japan In
the near future to ‘'launch the
gospel of the Holy Spirit
Mother."" She is looking forward
to the reactions of Japanese and
Chinese, who, she says, have
always recognized the feminine
gualities of God.

Sister Roden is currently on a
winter visit o Ontario, visiting
Torento, Oshawa and Kingston,
as well as Brockville, where she
has representatives of the Living
Waters Foundation (water, and
women being the source of life,

THE RECORDER AND TIMES, Wednesday, February 9, 1983

The Dallug Torning Nelog

Jewish group fails to ratify
female rabbi’s membership

she explains].

Thinking of God as a plural
term, both male and female, she
says it is the simplest thing in the
world to understand and
nurnerous men, &85 well &3
women, are seeing the reasoning
behind it. Some people are still
prejudiced, she realizes, but
adds '""Prejudice iz being down
on sumething you'renot up on!”

“Our Christian roots are in
Judaism, in which we {ind the
mother image very plain,'" she
points cut.

In Brockvillle, her repre-
gsentative is Bev Sabourin, 23
John Street, and while she is
here, Sister Roden may be
reached at the Sabourin apart-
ment by phoning 342-0954. She
will be glad to discuss her beliefs
with any interested callers, she
assures readers.

By Brad Bailey

Staff Writer of Tha Newa

The Rabbinical  Assembly
missed edding a line to Jewish his
tory by a mere three votes Tussday
when the international Conserve-
tive Jewish group declined to ratify
membership for Beverly Magidson,
the first woman rabbl to apply for
membership.

Of 285 ballots cest doring roll-
call veting at the Hilton Inn st Cen-
tral Expressway and Mockingbird
Lane, 210 votes favored admitiing
Rabbi Magidson to the all-male
group. There were 73 votes against
her membership.

The agsembly's rules raguire 75

percent of the total ballot for ad-
mission. Rabbi Magidson won 734
percent of the vote.

However, proponents of admit-
ting women to the ruling organiza-
tion for Jewish clergy viewed the
vote at a solid victory. They said it
expressed the will of the “vast ma-
jority” of Conservative Jewish
clergy to include women in their
ranks,

Admitting women 10 the assam-
bly has been an issue since 1972,
when & feminist Jewish activist
group called Ezrat Nashim at-
tended a Rabbinical Assembly con-
vention to demand a hearing.

R=bbi Msgidson's applicaticn two

L
Swedes Favor
Female Clergy

Most of Swedens top pulilical
leaders have declarcd (hat they sup-
port the ordinution of women in the
Church of Sweden, reports Lhe Chris-
rian Cenrury, A weekly church news
mupnzineg, Svensk Kurkaridatng, re-
cently polled the politicians, all said
that Sweden's laws demanding com-
plete equality between the sexes should
alzo apply Lo the church,

Ola Ullsten, leader aof the Liberal
Party, said, however, that local cir-
cutmstences  should  be wken anto
account when deciding about the ordi-
nation wnd appointment of a Tanule
pastor,

Women have haen ordained in the
Church ol Sweden sinee 1960 and s
there is o barrier o ordination from
the hicrarchy. Opposition contmues Lo
argamae, however, Dakanots, sepa-
rated grovps within the church, form
1o oppose women's crdinatien and to
cuntinue o protest thechurch’s pulicy,

Wednesday, April 13, 1983

years sgo was the first submlitted
by & woman who met all the assem-
bly's gualifications — two years'
rabbinical experience, theccratic
agresment with the tenets of the
assembly, occeptable educationel
credentials and compatible life
style.

Rebbi Armold Goodman, presi-
dent of the body and a proponéntof
female membership, seid the vote
wag not a reflection of Rabbi Ma-
gidson's guelifications but was
based strictly on her gender.

Goodman described the vote BS
& "great encouragement. In es-
sence, the majority voted in her fa-
vor. Her courage in allowing her-
fSee Jewish Group on page 200
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iscopal Couple Share
Co-Rectorship

By JUOY KLEMESRUD
Tha o York Times

STAATSHURG, NY. — Persons
who telephone the rectory of St
Margaretl's Episcopal Church often
ask, "ls EHeverend Schinchier
Ahere?” And Lhe answer Lhey are
liknly o el 11 “Which one?"’

Thére are two HReverend

Schiachters serving the 1%-vear

old parish in this quaint Hudsen
River commumty of about BM per-
suns o Dutchess Counly. They are
Melvin amnd Harbara Schlachier,
both 37 years old, &8 married couple
wilh b children.

The Schlachtars, hoth gradpates
of Union Theological Semmnary in

Mew York, are Uhe Tirsl clergy cou- |

ple 1o share a corectorship in the
Emscopal Dhovese of New York.
They also are one of & handful of
couples around the nation w0 share
a co-reclorship in lhe Epscopal
Church,

“We've really gol a grand paper-
iment here,” Melvin Schlachter
said in an interview n the nvang
room ol the rectory, a 100-year-old
blue Irame house thal sits on a ul

averiooding the pcluresgue stone
church.

“Rymbalically, when we're both
together af the aliar,” he added,
“WeTe EVing somelung very dil-
ferent aboul men apd women and
aulhurily relelionshms, bolh in Lhe
church and m marriage. ™

So far, the Schlachters say they

are very enthusestic abodl the co-
reclorship, which they have held
since Nov. 18, 1882,

On  Sundays thes take lurns
greaf:hlmg the sermon and cele-

rallng the eucharisi.and they al-
ternate leading the manlhly vestry
meetings, They alse lake lurns
preachung on the wo masl imper
ant Chnylan boledayy of tie senr,
Chrisbmss wand  Easler.  Melom

i

e

preached this Faster

“{ther things we divide by infer-
esl,” he suid. “Barbara will do edu
cebiong! work with voung peaple,
and 1'll work with finances and
bulldings and grounds.™

‘Whenever possible, be said, both
rectors lake part in weddings, fun-
erals and house wisitalions. “We

. I Rivey | L Sl
_.-1-'-#-.::___ : ‘nl;_.h.a:ru--t:xl-:-u*:*w. ey

see it as imporiant o estahlish our-
selves as a team, But 1 think as we
go along, it won'l be su anpartant

Anciher Lhing Lhey divide 15 the
reclor’s salary

Not everything has gone smootl
Iy since the couple wrowed m
Stanlsburg.

For one thing, one prominent
older fersale member ol the par-
ph, who does nol believe in the or

The Naw York imas

dinalian of women, has refluzed (o
allend any service at which Mre
Schlachler preaches the sermon or
velebrales the euchansl.

"Bul she i the only perso in the
s yeers that I've been ordained
win hds been so o oulspoken and
arted so holdly'" Mrs. Schiachter

(Saa t1op of next paga)



(20 SHEKINAH/Mouble Tssue/] anuary-june/1983

& Vol. 4, Mos. 1.2 )

Episcopal Couple

snid. “So I guess it's not so bad.”

She added that she thought her
status as a wife and mother proba-
bly had helped her gain acceptance
ag co-reclor of the parish. “What
has saved me from being suspect
by both men and women,'" she
gaid, “is that I'm doing something
very traditional — I'm a wife and
mother, That, and the fact thal my
style is nol strident.”

Anolher problem the
Schlachters have faced is the com-
petitive feelings thal someumes
arise over which rector wil per
form a particular duty. **What I'm
finding,” Melwin said, “'is thal the
way we've structured the position
requires us to be very collabora-
tive, somelimes more than [ want
{o he. Dften life is easier when you
don't have Lo collaborate.”

Because Lhey were aware thal
compelilive feelings could come
up, and because they know several
clergy couples who have Deen di-
vorced, Lhe Schlachlers decided Lo
seek counseling. Their counselor is

a Presbyterian clergyman from a
nearby commumnty who also does
psychotherapy.

“We saw a need before we took
the job to have somebody help us
make the most of this wonderful
experiment I marriage and 1n
work,” Melvin Schlachter suid.

The Schlachlers were buth
reared in small towns in the Middle
Wesl, lle is from llastings, Neb.,
che 1s from Huron, Ohio. Both were
sludent leaders on Lheir respeclive
carnpuses: he at the University of
Nebraska, she al Ohio Wesleyan
Universily. They mel in Chicago in
1066 al a YMCA- and YWCA-spun-
cured convention on the church
and the oy, and they were mar-
ried lwo years later.

Afrer graduating from Union
Theolpeical Semunary in 1972, they
neld 2 number of differenl jobs
She tanght school and then served
as an assistant rector of 51. Bartho-
jomew's Parish in White Dlains,
N.Y. In 1980 she became the first
woman elected lo the Epscopal

Church's Executive Council, whieh
governs belween conventions. He
worked as a campus mimster, a
prison chaplain, a pastoral coun-
selor and an interim pastor.

Why did they decide to accepl a
co-reclorship” “It was Lime for me
10 be a mimster,” Mrs. Schlachter
caid. =1 nad a lot of interviews and
found Lhere was still a far amounl
of disenminalion against women ul
the ministry. There was always the
question of my young children and
being married to a priest. They all
asked. “Won'l you move across Lhe
country with him? "

Then the co-rectorship n
Stautsburg came up. The
Schlachlers interviewed for 11, and
they liked the people Lhney mel
from the T0-member congregalion.,
whose families Lraditionally have
come from Lhe old mansions thal
line the Hudson. " They are very in-
navative in their thinking,” Melvin
Schlachter said.

The Schlachters’ children are
Erica, 7, and Jacob, 2%,

Jewish Gl‘ﬂ‘l.lp {Canrinued from page 18]

self to be subjected to 1his debate
and the publicity is admirable. She
has earned the esteem and praise of
rabbis throughout the country.”
Coodman said he believes it 1s
only a matter of time before Rabbl
Magidson or another of the women
“in the pipeline” for membership
are votad into the organization.
Contacted in 5t. Louis, Rabbi Me-
gidson, who did not attend the
mesting, said she was encouraged
by the vote and had expecied cOD-
siderably fewer favorable ballots.
“My backers had told me I
should be satisfied if [ got1 as many
a5 §0-65 percent of the vote. Solam
vastly encouraged,” she said. "1 re-
ally didn't expect o get in,Iwas s

little bit optimistic, but in my heart
of hearts 1 didn’'t expect to make 1t
The reason I applied is that it's not
just a question of teday, bur the
lopg run. It has to start some-

where."”
Rabbi Magidson was ordained

by the Hebrew Union College, a
seminary of the more liheral Re-
formed wing of the church —
which nas allowed ordingtion gnd
membership in its rabbinical or-
panizations for females for several
years. She then switched to the
Conservative branch of Judaism,
practicing as chaplain of the Jaw-
ish Hospital of St. Lows.

The Conservative school, the
Jewish Theologicsl Seminery, has

not yet ordained womern. Some
clergy said that the school and the
Rabbinical Assembly are each wait-
ing for the other %o change its
slance 00 Women.

Goodman, who presided over
lengthy — and at times unruly —
floar debate on the issue of female
membership, said thatin three dec-
ades of attending the conventions,
he had mever witnessed a debale
that reached such a "plich” or vot-
ing so close that a roli-call vote was
Tnecessary.

Rabbi Magidson seid she is
strongly cunsidering submitting
ner applicanion agein at a supse-
guent convention. @
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“Thoroughly Deceived . . . but. .. !”

The third obscure passage in Paul's writings
upon which the misinterpretation of Paul's teach-
ing about women is based is 1 Tim. 2:8-15, written
ten years later than the first Epistle to the Corin-
thians. It reads as follows in the R. V.-

1 desire therefore that the men pray In every

place, lifting up holy hands, withuut wrath and

disputing. In like manner, thet women adorn
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefast-
ness and sobriely; nut with braided hair, and gold

or pearls or costly raiment; but (which hecometh

women professing godliness) through good works.

Let a woman learn In quietness with all suhjec-

tion. Bul [ permit not a woman to leach, nor

lo have dominion® over a man, but to be in quiet-

ness. For Adam was first formed, then Eve: and

Adam was not beguiled, but the woman being be-

1. The word "usurp” {A.¥.) 5 not in the original

By Jessie Penn-Lewis

PART 4

Reprinted by permission from THE MAGNA CHARTA OF
WOMAN by jesse Penn-Lewis, published and copyright 1975,
Bethany House Publishers, Minneapelis, Minnesota 55438,

guiled hath fallen into transgression: but she shall

be saved through the childbearing, if they con-

tinue in faith and love and sanctification with
snbriety.

Here again let us remember that there are
no punctuatlon marks in the Creek; and here,
too, the historical setting of the words is of very
great importance. For apart from historical light
upon the circumstances calling forth the language
used by the Apostle. it is difficult tn get a clear
understanding of what he means.

When Paul was arrested and taken to Caesarea
for trial he there appealed unto Caesar and was
sent tn Rome, where he amived in A D. 31 in
the seventh year of Nero's reign. He was after-
wards allowed to dwell in his own hired house
and in time gathered a “church” or “assembly”
(Gr.) about him. Paul was well known throughout
the Praetorian guard of Nero as a prisoner fur
Christ, and he sends greeting ta the Philippian

0 ‘i. ;
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Church from the Christians in the Imperial house-
hald of Nero.

The maoral state of Ihings which surrounded
Paul in Rome at this time can be realized only
by reading the history of that pericd. Nero was
"the most infamous potentate that ever disgraced
a throne,” Tacitus, a pagan historian, writes that
"he punished with exquisite torture [the] Chris-
tians. . . . Some were covered with skins of wild
heasts, and left to be devoured by dogs; others
were nailed to the ecross, numbers were burnt
alive; and many covered over with inflammable
matter were lighted up . . . as torches during the
night. . . ."" All Christians, women and men, were
therefore in the greatest peril. Paul was probably
in Spain when he heard of the awful martyrdom
of the Roman Church in A.D. 64, and it is thought
that during a second imprisonment at Rome, and
three years after this martvrdom of the Chris-
lians, he wrote his first epistle to Timothy in A.D.
67

The Roman Christian Church not only had to
contend with persecution by the imperial author-
ities, but the opposition of the Jews increased
the dangers of the situation. For it seems that
the Jews were in favor in Rome at this time be-
cause the emperor had married the Jewish prose-
lyte Poppaea, while Christians were in greatest
peril Professor Ramsay says: "'If the Jews ap-
peared to the Empire to resemble the Christians
so much, and yet were treated so differently, the
reason . , . must have lain in those points in which
Christians differed from the Jews.” And Dr. Bush-
nell remarks, At no point was the contrast great-
er et this time than in the Christian treatment
of women." “For," she continues, ‘'there were

four points at any rate in which this difference
was manifest: (1) in the gggressiveness of Chris-
tianity, whilst Judaism was proud, exclusive and
unexpansive; (2) in the instruction of women as
expressly permitted by Paul, whereas the Jewish
Oral Law taught that women were only to be in-
structed in their own .‘i[nrniai duties . , . I:?]) in the
many conversions of women: and (4) in their ac-
tivity In the Apostolic Church.” Lecky, in his His-
tory of European Morals, refers to ''the very con-
spicuous position that female influenece assumed
in the great work of the converslon of the Roman
Empire. In no other movement of thought was
it so powerful or su acknowledged. In the ages
of persecution female figun:,-. HUCURY many ul the
foremost places in the ranks of martyrdem, and
pagan and Christian writers alike attest the alac-
rity with which women flocked to the church.”

Therefore, writes Dr. Bushnell, " this aggres-
siveness of Christianity, and activity of Christian
WOornen, would not ":’”l?' offend jcws, Lut the com-
plaint against it, on the part of the Jews, would
make 2 deep impression in time upon the. ..
Imperial Government. .. Every new convert
would mean fresh danger for the Church, and
the aggravation would be doubled if that convert
were the wife of an unbelieving husband, or the
daughter of an unbelieving [ather.”” T.ecky says,
tuo, “another cause of the peculiar animaosity lelt
against the Christians was the constant inter-
ference with domestic life, arsing from the great
number of female conversions. . . ."

It is necessary therefore to bear all this in
mind if Faul's words to Timothy concerning the
position of women in the church are to be under-
stood Prof. Sir. W. Ramsay points this out also

1
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when he says, ""The advice given by St. Paul as
to the relations of the Christans to the society
in which they are placed, & always in accordance
with the situation .. . occupied by them under
Nern,

Now let us read again the passage in 1 Tim.
2:8-15, R.V., and note some points about it, taking

them verse by verse,
Verse 8 "1 desire therefare that the men pray

in every place, Hfling up holy hands, without
wrath and disputing.” This is quite clear, but now
we find a full stop after the word " disputing,” and
then the English version (R.V.) goss on to say—

Verse 9; “In like manner, that women adorn
themseluoes,” “in like
manner’ like men? (v. H)
Conybeare and Howson say that " after the word
‘women' we must supply ‘pray’ (as Chrysostom
does),” and Prof. Ramsay says. The necessary
and inevitable sense of this word [likewise] is that
the whole body af wemen is 1o be understond as
affected by wha! has been seid about men.” In
other words, that Paul wishes the women to prav
“in every place” as well as the men.

vl Bul hiow can women

udurn Phemselvis

Then follow suitable directions as to how the
Clhirdstian women should dress, n]w'rni:ll:!:.' when
cngaged iu public prayer. “In times of peril”

[3r. Bushnell observes, it was VHIY reasananle
“to advise the most (quist and unohirusive dress.”
The deportment of women, again obvicusly when
engaged in public service. is then referred to,
but one of the words used by the Apostle is not
renderad correctly, either in the AV, or the R.W
The word in the Greek is to be found again only
in Heh. 12:28, in connection with, service well

pleazing to Goed; and then it is trunslated * rever-
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ence’’ or "godly fear” (m.). A question whinhG

Christian women might well ask the translators
is why they should render this partivular Greek

word a5 shamefacedness” (A V.)) and 7 shame-
fastness” (R.V., an obsolete Fnglish word)
when used in reference to women, and rever

when it reters to the ser
Yrensuming

ence or podly fear”
vive of all believers to a Cod who is
fire

Verse 10: "But (which becometh women pro
fessing godliness) through good works’ Here
hidden away in the original teat, is the very con-
firmation of women's public work, il Christian
women had but known it] De. Bushnell save the
word ' professing” in the original “is dirived (rom
two Creek words, the prepusition meaning “opon,’
or ‘unte,” and [a verb] meaning ! deficer a mes-
suge. The verb is the word from which we get
‘angel, which means a "'messenger.” " The word
is also frequently vsed "in the sense of "to prom-
ise,’  and it often means '"to profess to teach
The onlv other passage in the WNew Testament
where this word [in 1 Tim. 2:10] is translated
is in the same Epistle in chapter 6:21,
“which some prafessing have
On the word in
regatlarly

“profess”
where Paul says
erred concerning the faith.”
1 Tim. 621, Professor Ramsay says, it ™
imiphies that the person mentioned came before
the public, with promises, in order to gain sup-
porters; 1t is applied to candidates for ... votes
int the {iresk cities, who publicly announced what
they mh-— d?cl teda. if they zained popular sup-
pert. .

‘regularly implied” by
“then why not

" this be the meaning

this word.” ehserves Dr. Bushnell,

here where it relates to women? These women

v m e e
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> ‘came before the public to gain supporters,” not

claiming” the gospel. Neither was it a pennanerlt

€

for themselves, but to win people to the standard  prohibition of "“teaching” for all lime as Dr. Bush- (@
of the Cross, and they promise 'godliness’ in place  nell illustrates in the following way- ;
of a sin burdened life to those who will accept "'Supposing during the Armenian atrocities, or ¥
their offers the Chinese Boxer uprising, because of some spe-  §

But Paul has something to say quite distine-  cial peril to men, to which women were not ex-
tively about the woman learner in the next verses. posed, a bishap had sent the following advice: :

Verses 11 and 12, " Let o wormaun leprn dn guiel- 'Let male preachers of the Cospel refrain from
ness with all subjection. But 1 permit not a woman  teaching women and controlling them, and be in  §
t¢ teach, nor to have deminian over ¢ man, tut  guietness,” could that be justly construed as an  §
to be in guietness.” Here let us remember Prof.  interdiction of male preaching for all time, if once
Ramsay's words that Paul's adviee "t always it were known that at that time special peril to
in aecordance”  with the situation of the Chris- men alone existed? Would not the use of such
lans under Nero. Read in the light of verses 8-10, an expression as preachers of the Gospel’ lead  §
with their recognition of woman's public work  one to infer that when peace was restored these  §
both in praver and preaching—"pray every- men would go back to the vocation named? So
where,” “proclaiming godliness” —it is obvious, here; once knowing that special peril for women  §
ahserves Dr. Bushnell, that verses 11l and 12 em- existed, the use of the expression "women pro- §
body an " exceptional prudential measure to meet  claiming godliness” would merely indicate this as  §
a dire necessity of perilous times,” and are not their normal occupation under normal condi-
contradictory to what the Apostle had just said. tions.” :

The times were indeed perilous for Christian Moreover, Dr Bushnell nghtly observes, “'the §
women. The [ews were bitterly against the teach-  'guietness’ may be as much enjoined upon the §
ing of women and angered by the different attitude  one who Is teaching as the one who is learning!
of Christianity towards them. They might com- It is not to be told abroad by either teacher or 8
plain to the authoritics and bring grave danger  learner that the woman is learning. But vet the §
upon the whole budy of believers. So, writes Dr woman is to be allowed to learn. That was a step
Bushnell, the Apostle tells Timothy that * a2 woman fur in advance of the practice of the Jews."” 1
who comes asking lo be taught™ = 7to be allowed Now follows one of the most glorious messages
to learn, but in quietness” (not “silence” as in from God to women to be found in the whaole Bible &
AV.), hecause of the possible persecotion, and but hidden from them, clas, for centuries, under
such “learners” should be willing to learn “in  mountains high of the misinterpretation of ex- @
all subjection.” * Also, Pzul adds, that (on ac-  positors. Let us dig out this “cvangel.,” and see 3§
count of the Neromian peril) he himself did not how it flashes with light from heaven.
allow 2 woman to do the “teaching” at such a The Apostle had just said. “Let a woman ﬂ

time or o “have dominion over a man"—q]uitﬂ

different  matter from “pra}"ing“ and ”pru-

o w domamE o omEw

2 See meaning of this word on page 73
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learn...” and then he goss on to give Timothy

the reason why. His mind gos: back to Eden, g

ot
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and he remembers how Eve through her inno-
cence and immaturity had fallen a victim to the
wiles of the devil and had become “thoroughly
deceived”’ (lit, Greek), so he writes as follows—

Verses 13, 14 and 15 “"For Adam was first
formed, then Eve; and Adam was not beguiled,
but the woman being beguiled hath fallen into
transgression: but she shall be saved through the
childbearing, if they vemtinue in faith and love
and senctification with sebriety.”” The word ren-
dered "formed” here, points out Dr. Bushnell,
is not the word used for “create” The Creek
Lexicon says that ils meaning is 'te mould,
{orm, shape”” " The lesson Paul would drow From
his reference to the beginning of the race is,
that as Adam was first developed, and then Eve,
in the natural world, so must it be in the social
world,” Adam "having been Hrst formed, and
hence being older than Eve, was not deceived.”
“Adam was not beguiled,” said the Apostle. He
sinned with his eyes open. But the woman was
“thorouphly deceived.”” The one was a vietim,
the other a deliberate sinner.

Paul remembers the primeval promise that
the woman's Seed should bruise the serpent's
head, The victim of the serpent’s wiles was dealt
with in abounding grace and promised the honor
of becaming the progenitor of 2 Saviour who would
eventually destroy the serpent’s powsr. She was
saved then, through fuith in 2 coming Saviour.
How much more should she not be saved now,
reesons the Apostle, when that Saviour had al-
reedy come! And so he sets forth what may truly
be deseribed as the Magna Charta of womanhood.
Yes, the woman in Eden was thoroughly deceived:
=) but she shall be saved through the childbearing
~N(of Jesus Christ) (cf. Gal 4:4)! The childbear-

ing—the great event of the world having its cul-
mination at Calvary, The promise is clear. The
woman 'shall be saved” to the very full of all
that the incarnation and death of the Son of God
obtained for her. Woman is not for all time to
remain under the shadow of Eve's "deception”
any more than is the man to remain for all time
under the shadow of Adam's willful sin. The
woman shall be saved’; thervlore, Timuothy,
“let the woman learn. . " and learn of her re-
demption from the Fall in the birth of the Saviour.

Ah, here we have the key to Satan's endeavor
to fasten upon all women down the ages the results
of his work in Eden. " The woman must not learn,”
said the Jews in Paul's time, and "'the woman
must not Jearn,” said many of the theolopians
of the Christian Church, influenced by Judaism,
“"She was thoroughly deceived once,”’ whispered
the serpent, who, alas, has since extended his
aperations and thoroughly deceived the whole
inhahited earth (Rev 12:9) “See how the woman
leads in all kinds of heretical movements luda}',"
cry some. s it not a proal that she is open 1o
deception as much as she was in Eden?’ Yes,
it is undnnbtﬂdl}d true that un acenunt of her graat-
er spiritual capacity, the woman is more open
to deception in the supernatural sphere just as
men are more open tu be thoroughly deceived
in the intellectual realm. But is it not probable
that women are heing swept into the wiles of the
devil tuday because the lruths of God which they
should have learned have been kept from them?
Is it not because fur centuries past they have
not been given the training in the Seriptures which
would have saved them and crepared them for
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the day of emancipation? Had the woman been

encouraged to “learn’” as the Apostle advise
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Timothy, might not her greater spiritual capacity
have resulted in an accession of spiritual foree
to the church, which would have saved it from
the deadly deception of the " Higher Criticism™'?

Verse 15: " But she shall be saved through the
ehitdbeoring, if they continue in faith and love
und sanctification with sobriety.”

The “if" here is important, for it gives the
conditions on the woman's part for the personal
realization of the promised salvation. The words
cover a wide scope in their meaning. " Faith”
in the Saviour, the "love” lite of His indwelling,
the " sanctification” of spirit, soul and body, which
is the accompanying result of His salvation and,
in the practical life, the “self-restraint” (the
meaning of the Greek word translated " sobri-
ety ), which is the outcome of recognizing that
the "hbody” ix the temple of the Hely Chost
(1 Cor, 18, 20).

Dr. Bushnell points out also that this “salva-

tHon' is unt only spirtual but social. Paul implies,
she LEAEH “that woman's sovial rescue ]:H:gan in
the birth of Jesus Christ,” and * Christianity un-
hampered by the narrowness of man” purposed
to “raise woman until she stands on his level”
“She shall be saved through the childbearing
[of Jesus Christ].” This is the woman's evangel
and her message of hope to counter all the effects
of the Fall in Eden. s it not strange thal any

other meaning than their being the New Testa-
ment complement ta the Gen. 3: 15 pramise should
ever have been given to the words?? But woman's

emancipation day has come. Centuries of ignor-
ance of the things of Cod have left their marks
upon her; bul women may "learn” at last, and
men, too, will learn by the stern logic of caperi-
ence Lthat it has been a perilous policy for the
Christian Church to have given a lower stalus
to woman than that which was hers by right
through the atoning work of the Son of Ced.

3 We thanktully note that the H V. gives Cal 4:4 as the
marginal referener aituched to thewe warde

Thamk you for your lztter end news of
the lragedy at hesdouaters rear Socrcll
was dastroyed by fire, | sxpress my deep
sympathy and send a small donation for
restoration,
John Simonaitis
Bendigo, Australia
| am wery intergsted in your Gover siory
of Shkekinsh, Jan-Mar B2, Volume 3,
Number 1 entitled *The Discovery of
Genesis (How the truths aof Genesis wore
Ffound Hidden in the Chinzse Language).”
Flaaza give mea an address whera | may
puretese this book snd any others on the

subject. Thank you,
Charles FitaGerald
Murfressboro, Tennazzes

| em zppalled o hsar of your recent Tira.

| ercloze a zmall cheque 1o hzlp, and trust

that you will rsceive & grest raspornsse,
Pleaze continue o send “Shokinah.”

Brien Williams

England

With thanks lo God thst you csn con-

tinue 1o nublish, Bless yvou all in con-
tinual progress in this work. In His names

and service,
Fev. Ming 8t. Clair Carisen
Mayer, Arizona

Praisz cur Heavenly Family that chey
give vou the strenglh to carry the world's
ourdens. ‘Wz read with wonderment of
your maving about sa much, and whera
e Lord lzads you with the messugu of
“The Mystery of God'" — now za claarly
diszioses. OFf the fire, wo awail the steos
to follow as the Lord unfelds them. |

hopa these few lines will refresh you in

{Continued next paga)
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Are the 144,000 of
Both Sexes?

BY VICTOR T.HOUTEFF

The eommond to murk this company so that {they fall not
under the slavghicr weapuns by the firore of the five men, reads
ag follows: "And {lie Lord suid unto him, Gn throogh the modat
of the city, through the midat vf Jerusalem, and set a mark upen
the forehends of the men thet sigh and that ery for oll the
abominabivas that be dome in Uhe midst thereot”  [Ezekial 8:4.)
Becauge the Ward saye! “Sel o tourk upon the foreheads of the
men,"” {herefvre same have Leld the gesilion that the entice eome-
pany fo made up of men enly, The second rewson given for this
arTeneons idu is thut they are to be kings nnd priveis amd thers-
Fore they musl be men, The iden carried by these passoges can-
net be sustnined by olher porlione of Seripture. Thus we gre
compuellad to study decper inta the subject,

While Bzekiel ealls them “men,” John gays they are “vivgins,”
(Rev. 14:d.) Neww, i we should tnke the position that Ezeidel
means uen only, then we enn s well say, Joha means women
only, Cun it be passible that ane wiiter should contradict the
other? Noinderd. We ennelude by the follawing Scriplures that
the 144,000 ure of both sexer: "The same came for & wiiness, ta
bear witness of {he light, that all men threueh him might hae
Heve!  (John 1:7.) “All men,” must include bolh men znd
women, ntherwise salvulion would ha for men only, “Aud I 5 [
be lifted up from the sarth, will drew all men gnte me.”  (John
12:18.)

Tf the word all men in thi= text does not include both
sexag, then the women are lost. “And the time of this ignorance
God winked at; bul row commandeth sl men everywhere 1o re
penl,” {The Actz 17:00.) Again, if “all men™ include not both
male and female, then women are not commanded (o regent. It
la evident Lhut the noun, men, is & collective Biblival term of both
men and women. The same ie trite by creation, Tor, God made the
woman of the man, Therefore, she is & wo-man, Assin in Gal
328, we vend : “There 1z neither male nor fomale: for ve are all
one in Christ Jezps "

Since there is no difference between sither sex in Chiist, chen
we gee that womoen as well as men can be kingz ard priests. The
sama thooght can be carried put by the experiance of the Jawizh
nation: “And Thorah, u progheless, the wife of Lapicoth, =he
judmed lzrael at that time. _ . And the children of Jiraz! came Lp
to her fur judgment.™ (Hudges 4:2, 53 This woman hell =
man's positicn, being a judge of God's people, which is vouivelent
bo & kiny. Mol vnly a king, but she was o propheiess a3 woll

Apain we read in Luke 2:38 37, "And there wrs o7c Anna, P

L e st e s e )

pruphetess, tha daughter of Phanuel, of the trile of Avser: she
was of a great age, and had lved with an husbond seven years
from her virginity; and she was n widow of nboul fourscory and
four yewrs, which dapartad nat from the temple, but seeved Cold
wilh [ustings and prayers night and day”  Alsa the wile of
Ahallui Leing a prophatesa tavght Tavasl and eontrolled the col-
loge,  (Sec 2 Kings 72+ 14-18.)  Phillip the avangalist had four
daughters whe wlso did prophesy.  (Sea The Acts 21:8, 8)

From Pobl's stuternent in 1 Timoethy 2:12, T sufer nol o
woman o tench, nor Lo USLrE au!hurlt}.‘ aver the man, bt ta be in
gilence,' you will note the meaning hara iz, that the woman in ta
be in aubjection to the man oy Cod had erdaized, and not that sha
is Lorbidden to hald the cffiey of » tenchuer,  Again wa quote, "1t
your women keep silence in the churches: for il 33 nol permitted
unto them Lo spesk; but they are eommanded 10 be under obe-
dience, ag also saith the law.” (1 Car, 14:34.)  Read the chapler
and you will gee Lhul Paul wizkes ta eatahleh arder in Ll
churchaz, for there wasg wrenl confusion by zpeaking in unknown
lorgues. Therafore, to silenee the confusion, ha says: “Let vaur
wotnen keep silenes in the churehes,” He janot forbidding them
bor specule 1L they have a Ay to perfoem, 10 Uhis leason wag heedad
in this age thers would he 5 great ehange for the Letler in the
houme of God,

In the beginving God ereated hoth the man and the worman
aqual, as king arul quesn., "And Ged blesaed them, and God said
cuty them, Be [ruitful, and rultinly, and roplenizh the carth, and
subdue it: and have domicion over the fisl of 1he sea, and over
the fowl of the alr, und over avory living thing that moveth upon

srih™ (Gen. L:28)  Note that the dominion was piven to
hoth.  However, after they sinned a chanpe was mara;
1e wardan 1= said, -, thy desire zhall ba ta thy hushandd,
hull role ovar thee (Gen 8:16)) 3o, after the woman
sinnmed she Tell vnder the government of man,  But that which
Fve lost Ly doveplion, shall e rastorcd by redemption.  Thus
gxzin the equality of hotk zhall he established as kings and
caseng.  Therefore, “There iz naither male nor female in Chyist
dJesus™ Uhreisr Fimself confiemns Lhe (dea in the following expres-
sivn: “For whan thev shall vise [rom the dead, they neither
MELITY, BUr 08 Fivan in mardags, bal pee g5 Lhe angels which are
in heaven™  (Mark 12:25)

Thus the noen “men” used by Fzelicl, gnd the noun “virgins”

by John iz s collective Hiblical term camprehieeding both,

e s e
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the koowledge that we, who claim the
knowledge snd work of the Heavenly
Family in making us “true imeges.” af
SUPPOr: ¥ou in BVery way.

Your gQresat

Sweinberg. &t the timz ‘the Queen® pra-
czmizd you with en swsre. | was unaware
sccomplishments
endeavors then. But upon leaving the

know our Fether, Maother everything Gad
iz higssing you, Love,

Cardatte Swain

Detraoit, Michigan

=nd

Walter 8. Whineray
Strathmors, Australia

| attended o goseel concart hse in
Datroit in Jamuary, the concori was
hosted by Marthe Jeen ithe  Oueen)

concenl | received Twe editions of SHE-
KINAH, | read them mome time later
and was very impressed and excited by
tha informaticn. Plegse plaze ma on vaour
meiling list. Plegse keep the faith and
continue wour enlightening mission, and |

We would like very much o be reinstated
en your mailing list. Since e have a com-
plate run of the quertarly, wa surely da
wanl lo coniinue to receive it. We fecl

[Se=a Latters, page 30)
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BY LEONARD SWIDLER

e [inion with the Fermbnine Donnity

The goal of mysticism is the umion of the human with the divine
Since in the Jewish mystical tradition the Divinity, insofar as it relates
ta creation, is known as the female Shekinaby, it 15 with her that the
Jewish wystic strives for union, This af conrse simply continues the
ancient Hebrew tradition of Hokmah being God visd-vs ereation,
with whom union wasg avidlv sought by hiuman beings In one in-
stance i1 Lhe Zchar this union of 2 human heing (Meoses—he was the
anly case) with the Shekinal was descnbed as having taken place in
terms of sevual interconese (analosous to the “coming upan’” Mary
the mother of Jesus by the Haly Spirit in Lk 1:35 and Mt 1.20)

The Matranit® . . . became mated (isdavga) with Moses Maoses had
intercourse (shimesh) while he was in the body of the moon ® [Fahar 1.21b-
224}

*'Uhe Matromit is here 3 spnanym for Shekinab; the moon 23 symibel of
the Shekinah.)

d The Shekinak and o Female Messiah
In the seventeenth century one offshoot of Jewish mysticism, Sab-
batianism, developed = trinitarian nolion of Ged, meluding the
Shekinah, who had a correspanding female Mesaali.

The ahect of religzn, the goal of our arayers, c2n only be "the God af
lsrac]” and its noaty or uman with his Shekhinah. From this orginal dusliem
some Sakbatians developed a Trinity o7 the unkeosm Ged, the God of leraz]
andt the Shekhinab, znd it did oot Lake long fru the idea ta develop that the
completion of Salvazion 15 dependent vpon Lhe sppeaance of 3 Messiak far
cach of these three atpects of Trimaty, with a female Messiah foe the Last!
VScholean, Mafor Trends ta fewdch Afuticiem, o 520)

¢ Kabhala Nevertheless Fundamentalle Muscoline

Despite the projection of & feminine dimension in the Divinity by
|ewish myshicism, bwo counterpuntz] clements should e noted: one,
the female represents not the lender but the stem; two, Tike most nf
the rest of Jedaison, Kabbalism is 5w and for men.

It iz af the essepee of Balibalistic svmbolism that woman represznts ma,
as cee might be tempted to expect, the quabity of tendernzss bus that of storn
judzment. ., Bath hiszonically anc metaphymzsily it @5 2 masculine dectrine,
made lor men and By men. The lane hizstery of Jowish mpslinism shows no
{race of feumnee folluenes. There have been no women Kabbalisty Rabie
of carly lsbanic sticism, Mechilild of Mogdeburg, Juliana of Norwich,
Theresa fe Jesus, and the many other femimineg repressntatives af Chrishan
mvticism lizve no counterparts in the histary of Kanbalsm. {Scholemn, Majsr
Trends s feoreisd Mhvaticnm, po30)

B. FEMININE HOLY SPIRIT IN CHRISTIAN TRADITION

Becuse the Book of Wisdom was written originally in Greek
(maost likely by a Jew of Alexandda in the frst century s er ), the
word used for Wisdom is saplae, which, like the Hebrew Zokmal,
is feminine in gender and imapery. As noted above, the Tlebrew word
fur Spirit uf God, ruach, is also fermnine. However, the Cresk word
for Spint, paeuma, 15 not femining, but neuter. Mevertheless, in the
Baok of Wisdam the twa, Wisdom and Spirit, are identifisd. Because
the tradition af Wisdam as ferinine wias so strang, plus the fact that
Spirit is also feminine in Hebrew, though nenter in Greek, Lhe iden-
tification of the Spirit of Gud with Lady Wisdom has at times in the
Christian tradition led o the imaging af the Haly Spint a5 feminine.
A few examples fallow.

548 Haly Spirit the Mother of Jesus —1I

In the second-century Copticlanguage apecryphal Epistle of
lames [see Lelow, po. 66F, for 2 bnef discussion of apoeryphal aned
Grostic Christian writings!, the Holy Spirit is cast in the imags of
the parent of Jesus; since elsewhere in the epistle God the Father is
referred to as Jesus” [ather, presumahly the Holy Spuit is meant to
be Jesus' mother. The risen Chest says to James and the cther
disciples:

Ygu 2ce chosen, vou are like the Sco of the Hely Spinit { Visidwe Chs-
lienae, Vol. 8, 1554, p. 12)

$49. Holy Spisit the Maother af Jesus —II
Angther motherly image of the Holy Spint is found in the apoery-
chal Gaspel to Lhe Hebrews, wntten amund ap. 150,

And it came f pass when the Lord [Jesut ab lis bapism e the Jodan
Biver] came wp out af the waler, e whole (ool of the Haly Spanc de
scendod upon him and rested on him and said o loe: My son L Usco ant
my Erst-bezotten Son that reignest for ever, (Edgar Hennecke aad Williel
Schmeemelcher, eds, New Testoment Apormsha, Vol 1, ppo 163-164,
Wetkmineter Prezs, 1963)

§50. Haly Spirit the Mother of Jesus —TI1
IF there be any doub: that the Holy Soint was depicted in the
Gospel to the Hehrows as Josus” mother, the lollowing quotation will
lay it to rest
Even so did mv mather, the Haly Spirit, take me by one of my hairs and
carry mc away onta the geest mountain Thabeor, (1, £ 154)

Reprinted from EIELICAL AFFIRMATIONS OF WOMAN, by Leonsrd Swidler,
Copyright & 1979 Tha Westminster Press. Reprinted hy permissian,
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§51. The Holy Spirit Is a Woman—1
In the third-century Cnostic Christian apocryphal Gespel of Philip
the Holy Spiril of God is at one place assumed to ke a woman, as
is clear from the quotation below referring to the Matthean and
Lukan claims of the virginal conception of Jesus.

Same said, "Mary concaved by the Holy Spint."! They arc in crror. They
da not know what Usey wre saying. When rhsna woman ever conceive by 3
woman? Mary is the vingin, . . . (Gospel of Philip, The Nag Hammadi Librors,
tr. by James M. Robinson et al., p. 134; Harper & Raw, 1377)

$52. The Holy Spitit Is 2 Woman — IT

The Acts of Thomas, an carly thirdcentury Grostic Christian
apocryphal writing, contains several lengthy prayers and one brick
one, which address or refer to the Holy Spinit in feminine imagery.
The three lengthy prayers are all epicleses, that is, prayers calling en
the Haly Spint to descend upon the liturgical matter, wsually the
bread and wine used in the celebration of the Euchanist. The frst
orthodor text of one is from Hippolytus in the early third century,
contemporaneous with the Acts of Thomas, In the latter, two of the
epicleses are invocations of the Holy Spirit at a Eucharist, but ane
it connected with Canbrmation, which is also customary in orthodox
Catholic Christianity. The connections between the feminine Wis-
dom, the Mother (Mater Magna, the Goddess), love, the Eucharist,
the dove (symbol of the Goddess, and of the Haly Spint, discussed
in §55), ane the Haly Spirit are all cbvious.

"0 Jesus Christ, . .. we pglarify and praise thee and thine invisible Father
and thy Haoly Spirit and the Mother of all creation,” [Acts of Thomae, Edgar
Henpecke and Wilhelm Schneemelcher, eds, New Fartanend Apocripiig,
WVal. 2, p 465, Westminster Prece, |964)

And the apostle took e oil and pouring it on ther heads ansinted and
chrismed them, and began to say:

Come, holy wiwe of Chost et fs e rrery neme;

Come, power of the Most High and perfect eompassion;

Come, thou highest gift;

Come, compassionale mother;

Coame, fellowship of the male;

Come, thou (fom.) that dect reveal the hidden mysheries,

C-Jm;:. mother of the seven howses, that thy rest may be in the sighth
wuse;

Come, elder of the five members, understanding, thought, prudence,
consideration, reasaning,

Communicate with these voung men!

Come, Haly Spirit, and purify their reins and their heart

And %wc them the added seal in the name of the Fatherand Son and Holy
apirit. (Ibid., pp. 456-457)

And spresding a linen cloth, he tet upon it the bread of blessing And the
i&mstf': stood beside it and z3id: “Jesus, who hast made us worthy to partake
ol the BEucharist af thy hely Body and hloed, behold we make bald to
eppruach thy Eucharist, and te call upen thy holy name; come thou and have
fellosvship with 181" And he began to say:

Come, zift of the Most Higl,

Come, perfect compassion

Come, fellowshio of the male;

Come, Boly Spiris;

e, thoo that dast know the mysteries of fhe Choten;

Come, thon that hast part inoall the combats of the noble Atilets;

Came, rreasire nf glary,

Come, darling of the compassion al te Mot High;

Come, tilence

That dost reved] the grest deeds of the whole zreatness,

And wzke the incfahle manifest;

Huly Dipve

That Learest the twin young,

Come, ludden Matler:

Come, thou that art manifest in thy desds and dost furnh jov

And zeat fam Al that are josed with thee

Uame and partake with us in this Euchanst

Whick we cclebrate 1a thy rams

Aeel i the love-feast

In which we arz gasherad together ab thy call

And when he had said this, he marked the Cross upon the bread and hrake
it, and began to distibute it And first he gave to the woman, saying Let
thus be to thes For forgiveness of sins and eterral transgressionst” And alter
h:; ke gave also to all the others who had received the seal. {bid.. pp
470-471)

And whzn they were baphized and clathed, he set hread upan the labls
and hlewed it and said: “Bread of lite, those who eat of which remain
incorruptible, bread which fills hungry sauls with its blessing . . . we name
over thee the name of the mother of the ineffable mystery of the hidden
dominions and powers, we name aver thee the name of Jesus " {Ibid., p: 512!

§33. The Deaconess a Type of the Holy Spirit
In the third-century 4.0, orthadax Christian document written in
Symiac (2 Semilic language, derived From the earlier Aramaic), the
Didascakia, the imagery moves in the other direction, There a

woman, 3 deaconess, is likened to the Holy Spirit.

And the deicons shall be hansed by you as a type aof the Haly Spint
(Didascaliz I 26.4)

§54. The Holy Spirit, Mother of Humanity
The tradition continued in the Syriac-speaking area {“spirit” also
has the feminine gtn:lc: in SYTIAC, A% 10 Hr_":‘.-n:-.-.-:, az in the writm;_;.i
of the fourth-century arthodox Christian father Aphraates.

A mzn who is yet unmarried laves and hanaes Cod his father and the Holy
Spivit his mother. (Aphraates, Hamily XVIIL 1—on Cenesis 2:24)

§55. The Dove, Symbal of the Haly Spirit
and the “Great Mather”

The dove appears many times in the Hebrew Bible, hot its most
pervasive symbelic meaning is “love,” as is amply exemplified, espe-
cially in the Sang of Songs In Chrstian teadition it is alse immedi-
ately connected with the Holy Spirit, farall four Gaspels, in speaking
of the baptism of Jesus, say that “the Holy Spirit deseended on him
in hodily shape, like a dove” (Lk 3:22; of Mt 3:16; Mk 110: In
1:33). Of course, in Christian tradition the Haoly Spirit is alsa said to
be the spint of love, so thal Lhe wo currents of meaning flow to-
gether. Dut it is also particularly interesting to note that the dove is
also 2 very ancient symbal for the Coddess of Lave, which of course
his perfectly well with the Hebrew Bible symbal of love and the
Christizn carry-over of the feminine Waisdem traditions to the Holy
Spirit, who is also the Spirit of Love, and thus alio the Christian
continuance of the Coddess of Lave, the Mater Magna, the "Great
Mother”

Huwwever since the most ancient times the dove is the holy animal not enly
cf the Cyprian Achradite, hut also of 2lmest all the Coddess=s af Fertility
arrd Love of the Mear Fast Alreacy inneolithic imes the “Crear Mathe:™
who was vencratad in Crete was cepresented with dove and lily The Greek
word for dove, pervfens. means “bird of Istar,” the Azgyrian-Babylonizn
Coddess of Love hat alsa of the Underworld and Death. Istar had many
aames; Astarte [Ashtaresh) and Halhor, [nanns and Sue, Cyhela 2nd [sis,
end many others Hawever a5 slo with the Crock Apheodite and the Boman
Werus, the dove was alwars holy te them, Often they themselves anpeared
winged, 'ike a great dave browding over the world, a5 in Knossos and Myce-
nac, 10 Sicily and Carthage, un 1ﬁc Euphrates and on Cyprus, and even i
Indi. Deves wers rl_'l:-':-f;- protectzd: great towens were built for ther in
which they rould rest; they were :zllé columbarig {eolfumba iz the Latin
word far dove) Colinbaris, dove houszs, were alsa known in ancient Rame,
kowever, as grave chambers with nickes for ures.

The dove is the only symbol for the Haly Spirit that i permitted by the
Charch. Thus the hguse o the dove in the rupolas or over Lhe Ligh zliers
of Diessen, Diztramszed], Ettsl, Ottcbeuren, Vierzehnlheiligen, Weingarten,
and the Wieskirche al:a paint to the “Great Mather' just 25 moch 25 do tie
fact that the cathedeals of Hagia Saohiain Constantinaple, Klev, and iy
nther Dithodos cities arc consccrated o heavenly Wisdom, which is are-
rented in fenining form, (Gerd-Klans Kaltenbrunmner, “Ist der Heilige Geist
weiblich?” {ng Sancls, 1977, pp 275F) "
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that it will have much use in years o

coma as ressarchars seek knowledge of
the religious thought of the 1980%.

Virginia Ming

The Texns Collection

Beylor University

Waco, Texas

We regret thet your buliding caunht fire

and with you a speedy recovery. We

would  like to continue recelving

SHEKINAH onca you get in & pusition
to publish again.

Christine Wenderath

John Bulow Campbell Library

Columbis Thealogicel Seminary

Decatur, Goorgla

| wak wary sorry 1o hesr about the fire

and pray thot SHEK INAH will rize agaln,

| know she will. Plepse continue to send

your valuable resource which we pass on
and shore with others,

Mary E. Hunt

Women's Alliance for Theology,

Ethics and Ritual

Silver Spring, Maryland

In response to your letter of April Bth,
we Bra most anxious to remain on your
malllng N5t far the guarterly issues af
SHEKINAH magazine. We rejoice that
you are of good courage end that resto-
ratlon plans are underway, Praiss the
Lard!
Cheryl L. Drumheller
Fellowship of Cherismatic Christians
in Ths United Church af Christ
Seszamensville, Peansylvania

Wa wars distrassed tc heer of the lerrible

fire that has temporarily set hack tha

publication of SHEKINAH magazine. We

would definltely like o oo on receiving

your Tine publication end will try 10 sex

what kind of support we can find In the
araa for you.

Jamas Waltar

Kirtley Librery

Columbia College

Columhbis, Missouri

Plesse corniinue Pitts Thoology Library
on your meiling list for SHEKIMNAH, Sn
sorry o heer of the fire. Best wishes for
the rebuilding,
Cynthia Runyon
Emory Univeraity
Atlanta, Georaia

We regret to leern of the firea which de-

stroyed the building which housed your

publishing departrnant: far SHEKINAH

magazine. We are pleasad that you plan to

rabuild and continue publishing SHE-

KIMNAH, As we desire to continue recaiv-

ing thiz guerterly, please put us on your
rew mailing list.

Myrta Gerrett

Serlals Dept., Robarts Library

Southwestern Baptist

Theological Saminary

Ft. Worth, Texaa

The following two letters appaared in The
Christian Century (Maereh 23-30, 19831,
in response to thelr printing of the John
Dart article (Feb. 16-23), which is re
printed hereln bsginning on paga 5.

Holy Spirit’s Gender

JOHM DART correctly identifiae 2 num-
ber of valld sources supporting ths con-
cept of a faminine Holy Spirit in “'Bal-
ancing Out the Trinity: The Gendars of
the Godhaad" [Feb, 16-23). But the im-
plicetions 1o modern faith of thiz con-
viction among many early Christians
remain largely unexplored. At the very
least, the challenge should no longsr be
ignared.

The long-suppreszad Gnostic literaturs,
now availeble in the Nag Hammad( Library
|Harper & Row, 1977}, is far mare explicit
than Mr. Dart appesrs 1o sungsst. Far
example, the Gozpal of Philip guestions
one widely held belicf: "Some said, “Mary
conceived by the Holy Spirit.' Tney ere
in arrer. They do not know what they
are saying. When did a woman aver con-
caive by a woman?’ There are many
more.

Critical examination of the Grostic
tradition, including & fernininz Hely
Spirit, might well serve to enrich our
feith. 1n 2ny event, Christianity has al-
ways faced prast chellanpes. 1 can'l
afford to retreal now,

Robart J. Jusrgen.
Ethic: Consultents Assorisles
Fripp Island, South Carelina

The “genders” of the Godhssd? A
grarnmar lesson in the Century? | shways
thought that the “tznders’’ pretty much
depended on the conventions of the lan-
guages involved; =.g., femining g5 in Latin
and Grask |trinitas, € agia trias) or Ger-
man [Gottheft)., or common & in the
Mordic languages lgudom). | assume that

“aodhead" |s neuter In English?

Are we to assume that @ masculinity of
God whick has glways been understood
metaphorically and analogously will be
“impraved” by adding a literal feminini-
ty7 A real sexuality In God?

Tha level of the anterprise can bz illus-
trated by references to speculations about
androgyny In Paullne thinking, followed
by the staterment “Paul doss not Lring up
questions aof androgyny, Monetheless, ..”

It is Indasd unfortuntate thal God
chose the wrong sex (that's what It's
really all about, isn't it?); parhaps we can
reach that point of maturlty at which wa
can graciously forgive him?

Maxt to the love-of-monay phrasa,
Galetians 3:28 must be the most mis-
quotad Pauline phrase. 1t does not read
“male or fomale.” The status is sschato-
ingleal: tha key lies in verse 2G; “For
through faith you are all sons of Ged
in undon with Christ Jesus.” Check your
concordance, for thera 15 a distingtion of
maaning betwean “sons of God” and
“children of God.” As lohn aptly puls it,
“#owe we are children of God, but what
we shall ba' iz "sons of God." “Children
of Gaod" is descriptive of our presant sta-
tus: what the sschaton will reveal is the
“eons of God™ (equality with Christ; dei-
tication; partekers of the divine nature?).
As the eguivalent Item In Luka com-
mants: “Thay are like angels; they are
sons of God, because tney share in the
rezurraction.”

Winston F. lansan
Church of St Alban the Martyr
Superior, Wisconsin

T N s b PP P R MR bk L,
BOYS ONLY — frorm page 2

lztion when tha glris wers appointed.
Latin Mass Saciety spokseman, Mrs
. F. Wilkins, said har members had com-
plaimed twice to Archbishop Gleesan
sbout altar girls but had received noreply.
Shs seid the matter had been reported ha-
cause the prizsts using altar girls wers
“dicobeying the Holy Father™

Dean Chamberlin, of Malbourne's St
Patrick™s Cathedral, said the use of aitar
zirlz was not & problem. “in this atomic
sge with unemploymenl and 57 other
major problems, the question of alzar girls
is not of major impartance,” ha said. It
was thz “general thing” that girli were
not eligizle to act 85 eltar servers at Mass,

hzsaic. THE HERALD |AUSTHALIA)
Thursday, Junge 2, 1883
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ANGEL - GRAM|

Bishop Leis 1. Roden
Living Waters Foundatinn
. 0. Box 4098

Waco, Texas 75705

Dear Bishop Roden;

Out of the rmany dozens of enlries In competition far the Angel Awards, yours
steod out as & powerful influence for good. We congratulate you on your out-
slanding achlevement as we forward this cartificate which you so richly deserve.

May God continue to bless you inoell vour encesvors.,

Most cordially,

MJQ‘M

o ety Dorr
Exeptive Dirtecltor

% [ Hel
Frclosure

A R R LI
Hary Doerr, Executive Director
N MEGIA - ES5I7 FRANKLIN AVENUVE, FOLLYWOGD, CA.

RELIGION
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SAward of Goxcellence

@re&a?zw& to

SYinth SAnnual

COCOAMNUT GROVE
ANMBASEADOR HOTEL

LETTERS

| was lucky to have a copy of your publication fall in-

to my hands, Valume 3. We are interested in sub-

seriblng, Plezse send information, and i you have

some back copies for evsluation, wa wauid appreciata
saaing them,

Marleen Bressfield

Assistant Director

University of San Diego

San Dlego, California

Flaasa pizce my name on your meiling list 1o recejve

the Shekinah magazine or newsletier. | have seen e

friend’s issue and was very impressed with the pub-
lieation, Thank you!

Linda Sifferath

Kerkhoven, Minnesota

I'va been gone from home for guite zome time and
was thunderstruck when | returnad and found your
letter and the newspaper reports about the fire. |
know how deveststing this has been and | edmirs
your fgith and courage that has motivated and in-

@"Sﬂgeé SAwards

FEBRUARY 17, 1933

STAFF
EalasPuribchay ik
Layewt Edfar.
Bubliz Pelaiian
Ercetary. ..o ..

Eaal:
EmiCemt oo oot William ‘Warrow
Jehn Hamzay 111
«oEvelyn Perkur
Wl Whiverdy
Myrtin Clirsm
Cacll Fiszpalrick

STATEMENT

SHEETWAK Iy poblituad sursafy a=d Iy o
ran-prefit magaeing. Bl paroge 3 oald @t
Ve, Tares, SHERIMNAH is fres upon rogeest
ta gl whe psie. IHERTNAN reczives oo finan-
el mpmert, Eyeept [Arocgh free-will doos-
flemn, Your gifts fer the srppord of productian
d mailing svypanas are appracisted and ary
ipx despriinly. Canlribwtions showld e Tor-
wirged io the abovy adren T hope you
enjey your eagy and will recommeind i o
woumr frismds,

SILEXINAN

PO Box 4088
Wace, Taxag 76705
Tabephane: 1B F.BE3-53i5

INFITATION

Wa invilz {hesa who kxva manuseedlpds, mage
aane arlicly, arwspapor ellppings er aplsiarg
pAriiting 1o the subjects primted in thit maga.
Tina o s Tnam io wa. Al malerizl shauld ba
caraluily ‘Hlll'ﬂgmd lo thaow source, writar,
data, vt W# are sarey we sannat guarantea
5a esturm o1 mealerialy send lo gs. Articies and
hetier: printed in the SHEAIMAH do not nee-
ciiarily rediect the vhaw or beliafs of the G,
Tha JHEFTMAM b simply a 1eunding-aoard
sae axplores all vdes and all angla, and leawas
k2 readur to chowss, with L 2id of 1The Spirft,
thal which it Trulh.

spired you ‘o begin raztoration, |
do hope and pray that it wen't be
too long before you ars back to
narmal. | feel for all of you in this
time of crisis, Both Gordon snd |
ware o happy you could come 1o

the RIM Awarcs It was good sesing

vou sgein and At lsast gatting a

charce 12 talk bricfly. God bless
you and your work,

Mary Derr

Hollywood, California



