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It has been written that when Lois Hoden first
started preaching thal the Holy Spirit Isa wOman,
she nearly |ost hnﬁ]har flock of Seventh-Day Adven-
Hsts — the male half,

Blasphemy was all it was. Pure and sim g

blasphemy, the evil work of the Devil himse

himself, not herself.

Roden, however, does not logk like the Dievil’s
hand. She looks mora llke g litkle, &4-vear-pld
granny from Waco, Tex. Which she is.

Bul she is also a grandmother who believes the
Holy Trinity — the Father, Son and Hoply Spirit — is
actually Father, Son, and Mother,

Hebrew word for God

Sha points to “Elohim," the Hebrew ward for
God. Eloh, she says, is feminine, and tha suffix im is
both masculine end plural, Elohim, therefore, is a
combination of & woman and two men.

It all began une day back in 1877, when at 2
8.m., as she was studying Revelations 15-1, Roden
looked out her bedroom window and saw, as
she deseribes, a *‘vision of a shining, silver
angel Niying hy.

“Nothing was said. But 1 knew right there the
angel represented the Holy Spirit Mathar,

“It was feminine in form,” she explained. “Until
that moment, ] had always theught the Holy Spirit
was masculine, ™

See Page 3
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In The Beginning...

HE QUESTION PUT TO JOB, =0 long ago, might
well be asked even today: “Canst thou by searching
find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty?"
(Jub 11:7),

The answer to this tantalizing subject could, if given ex-
pression, cover the whole gamut of religinus thought, both
ancient and modemn, However, lhe major portion of wastern,
fundamentalist, Christian theclogy tends {o agree to the
proposition that "'finite man cannot fathom the deep things of

#0d,” that “no human mind can comprebend God," and
thal none should “indulge in speculation reparding Mis
nature.” In fact, they believe “silence is elequence™ on the
subject and that the “Omniscient One s above discussion.”

This pesition is, to a degree, enhanced further on In the
book of lob by the statement, “Touching the Almighty, we
cannot find him out” (Job 37:28), And Paul lends weight to
the sentimant In the following words, “O the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how un.
searchable ere his judgments, and his ways past finding out!"
(Rom. 11:13), - _

In reference to the problem of whether or not we can
comprehend God, the following quotation is worth consider-
ing, "“The idea that certain porlions of the Bible cennot he
understovd has fed to neglect of some of ils most Important
truths. The fact needs to be emphasized, and often repented,
that the mysterias of the Bible ars not such becalse God has
sought lo conceal truth, but beeause our uwn weakness or
ignorance makes us incapable of eomprehending or eppro-
priating fruth. The limitation is not in His purposa, but in
our capacity. Of those very portions of Seripture often
pissed by a5 impossible to be undersiood, God desires vs o
understand as much as our minds are capable of understand.
ing."—E.G. White, Education, p. 171, 1908,

Moses states, "“I'he secret things balong unto the Lord our
God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and
Lo our children fur avar' (Deut. 29:29), And Amos zdds this
thought, “Suraly the Lord God will do nothing, hut he
revealath his secrel unto his servanls the prophets' {Amos
3:7). At this point the question might well be asked, What is
Ood doing? If we acknowladge that He &= doing something,
then we should also he willing to concede that He is reveallng
what He is up to, through certaln chosen onss, known as
prophets,

There are some who onntend that the ars of the prophets
ended with John the Baptist. Tao support lheir theory they
use the Seripture found In Matthew 11:13. This puls & very
limited conootation on {his verse, for the prophet Danigl
clearly states that in the time of (he end, knowledge will ha
increased (Den. 12:4). We would be doing an injustice tn the
Scripture to Imply Lhat this has reference only to selentifie
and technological knowledge. Those who are hooast with
themselves will know Lhat religlous knowledge and under.
standing has developed and progrezsed far beyond what was
arcepted und understood during tha Dark Ages.

Jesus Himself stated that He had many things to say to
His disciples, but that they could not bear them then, Hpo pre-
dicted that from His tlme, the Spirit would be sent to lead His
followets into all truth (John 16:12,13), For the Spirit to be
ghle to reveal this additional truth Lo the church, apostles
and prophets were placed, by Paul, at the head of the Hst of
officers the church would need to bring its members into
perfection (Eph. 4:11-13),

Todey we hear much about belng “‘bom again” and for
those newly come to know the Lord the words of Peler are
eicellent advice, that “as newbomn babes, (they) destro the
sincera milk of the wurd, that ye may grow themby" (1 Pet,
2:2),

However, Paul gives us something clse to conslder: “For
whan for the time yo cught to be teachers, ve have need Lhat
one teach you agaln which be the flrst principles of the
oracles of God, and wrs beoome such m have need of milk,
and not of strong meat. For evary nne that useth milk i un-
skilful in the word of rghtsousness: for be is a babe, Bul
slrong meal belongeth to them that are of full age, even those
who by reason of use have thair senses oxercised Lo dizeern
both good and evil” (Heb, 5:12-14),

Again he says, T have fed you with mille, wd not with
meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, nelther yet
now are ye able. For ye are yet camnal” (1 Cor. d:2,3),
This reminds us of what Jesus sald, that He hud vat many
things to say to lbhem, but that they wers not gble to bea
it then (John 16:12),

Paul expiains, “When | was a child, I spake as a child, [
understood as a child, I thoughl as a child: but when I be-
cime & man, [ put away childish things" (1 Cor. 13:11);
“Brathren, be not children in understarding. . .bul in
understanding ba men™ {1 Cor. 14:10).

Isaiah expresses it this way, “Whom shall he teach know-
ledge? and whom szhall he make to undetstand doctrine?
lhem that are wemnad from the milk, and drawn from the
breasts. For precept must be upon precept. . line upon ling
- . -hare a llttle, and Lhere a little" (Tsa. 28:9,10).

Now, for those who beginning to mature, lot us consider a
key Scriplurs that the Holy Spirit has revealed which will
broedsn our eoncept of God perhaps is never befora,

"For the invisibla things of him from the evcation of tha
world ars clearly seen, being understoud by the things that
ere made, even his sternal power and Godhead; so that they
ire wilthout excuse” (Rom. 1:20). In other words, the in-
vislble God is revealed in the creation story. The whola ac.
eount of the creglion reveals the Codhasd, The very first
words in Genesis state plainly, “In the beginning God cra-
ated” {Gen, 1:1). Here we are intruduced to Ood a5 a cre-
atar, but in looking closer we find the word “God" used here
is lranslated from the Hobrew word Elohim, a plural noun,
Indicating more than one God,

Each day of the creation week reveals 2 little moza ahout
these mysterious Gods. For Instance, un the first day, “God



. - SHEKIMAH, Fabruary 1981 3

said, Let there be light" (Gen. 1:3). Elsewhers in the Bible
we are told that "“God is light” (1 John 1:5). Again we are in-
formed, “the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
Waters” (Gen. 1:2) revealing In essence that God s spirit {Joha
4:24). And so, day by day, throughout the creation weak,
the Godhead revesl a portion of themselves “by the things
that are made” (Rom, 1:30).

The elimax of Their crestive power is manifested on the
sixth day with these words, * And God (Elohim — plural} sald,
Let us (phural) make man (Heb. Adhsm — mankind) i our
(plural) image, after our {plural) likeness, . . S0 God (plural)
crested man {mankind) in his own image, in the jmsge of
God (pluml} created he him; male and female ereated he
them” {Gen. 1:26,27).

Here we are told thet both the man and the woman were
crested In the image of God. Adam the man in the image of
God the Father, Adam (Gen. 5:2) the woman (Eve) ereated
in the image of Cod the Mother — the Holy Spirit. So the
family of man on earth reveals the family of God in hesven,
bearing out the law of Hermes Trismegistus, “as above, so be-
Jow.” The same thought is expressed by Paul, "For this canse
I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Chrisl, of
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named” (Eph.
d:14,15). But, you sy, there is no mothar figure presented
hare by Paul. John Mils in the gap, “For there are Lhree that
biar record In heaven, the Father, the Word (Som), and the
Holy Ghost: and these three mre one” {1John 5:7). He
further sees the mother figure in heaven in the book of Revs-
Iation, Cheptar 12, verses 1 to 5§ {see also Galatians 4:26), Al
though there is o wealth of proof for this truth, time and
space are Hmited In this column,

The Editor-In-Chicf of Shakinah says, “It is so elmple, that
you would need halp to misunderstand I£." Sencea i guated
as enying, "“The time will come when our posterty will wan-
der al our Ignorance of things so plain,”

All should prayerfully consider these things and allow the
Holy Spidt to reveal to them the truth of thase wonders, One
thing we know: that “'in the days of the volee of the ssventh
angel, when he shall begin in sound, the mystery of God
(ebout the Godhead) should be finished (2ecamplished, made
known, revealed), ss he hath declared to his sarvants the
Propheis” (Rev. 10:7). We are living in that time. Praise ba
to the Gods of heaven and earth!

Until our next lwsue, [ close with s note of advise: “Be-
lieve not becausa some old manuseripts ave produced, halieve
not because i is your national belief, believe not becanse you
hyve been mede to believe from your childhood, hut reason
truth out, and after you have analyzed it, then If you fnd it
will do good to one and all, belisve it, live up to it and help
others to live up to it "—Buddha,

oY ;z':]_ -
((_&ecido, /
‘-"'\.._. l‘_.'" ~%

"'In the hegioning Ood crested heaven end zarth. That
iz how il bes been transiated, but the trenslalion is nac-
curale. There is to man with @ lie education who doos
nol know thet the text roeds, To the beginming the gods
mude heaven gnd parth 5
— Voltzire

from page 1 —

Roden, naturally, was ostracized by the Church of
the Seventh-Day Adventlsts. In her words, she was
"disfellowshipped.” _

What she did, therefors, was starl her own
reformist movement n Waco, a church she calls the
Llving Waters Branch,

The word Branch, iromically, originated with
Hoden's late husband, Pastor Bemjamin Roden,
back in 1955 when God — Himself/Herself — spoke
to him In an “audible voice. ™

VAll that was sald,” sald the minister's widow,
"was that Jesus' new same 1s Branch.”

Toromto rooming_house

At the moment, Roden 15 temporarily housed at
the Toroatn headquariers of the Living Waters
Emri. & rooming house at 14 Rosemount Ave In
the Oakwood-St, Clalr area of the clly's west end,

She was brought here to spresd the word by
Charles Pace, a Cll‘fentél.' and former Roman

n

Cathalic who q;ew up in Collingwood,

"1 went to Texas searching for the truth," he
said. A ty, ha found It In Waen,

Preac that *“truth ** however, Is an uphlll
battle for Roden and her splinter sect of 35
who live on & farm outside Waeo, tall:lng.] proyer
breaks twice dally, exis on vegetarian diets and
pushing out tons of She leaflets from their
print shap,

As one preacher tnld Roden's followers during a
recent Seventh-Day Adventist world convention In
Dallas: “Women preaching is like 3 dgg walking on
two legs. It's Interesting, but it's not L™

To established religions, however, * lerasting”
may be more akin to gut-and-put baresy and Roden
nothing more than a whacke from Waeo.

During an interview yasterday, for example,
Roden wore her wristwateh around ber neck,
attached to a wateh fob made from the Jewish Star
of David.

“Cen't you see the two triangles forming the Star
of David?" she asked. “Those two Lriangles clearly
represent the union of the family vn earth with the
family in heaven,

“The Holy Spirit and the Son of God are bein g
suppressed in Judaism. But they will rise again,'

As for the crue the symbel of Christ dying ta
erase the zins ufﬂgva.nklnd, the bulwark nf}l:-‘lt]ﬁ-ls-
tznity itself, Roden sees little value.

“It's insignificant,"’ she said, -

"1 belleve bath Catholics and Jews ars ready for
iy message. 1 know because I've seen the image of
the Holy Spirit Mothar.

"Remember, 2t one time they th t
hu]fuc{unluf Ly [ eibey thought Moses was

The gospel according to Lais Roden . . .
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'THE HIDDEN HISTORY

by Elizabsth Rodgers Dobell

“Reprinted from Redbook Magazine, March 1978."

rom the earliest
times, the religious
experience of the
human race has
undergona constant
change and modifica-
tion. Some changes,
particularly in the
Judaeo - Christian
tradition, have been

world of archasologists
and Bliblical scholars and
may surprise readers,
but the subject matter
is fascinating and of
importance to women.
Since some of the
ideas and evidenca
being turned up by

surfaced in the academic ‘

well documented: for the researchers may
instance, those ofthe seem to set on end
Protestant Reforma- some conventional
tionand the Counter- religious thought, you
Reformation of the may want to discuss
Catholic Church. But them with your priest,

your minister or vour
rabbi. He or she proba- |
bly will be famijiar with |
the new ideas, and vou |
maybesurprised—aswe |
were when we called |
clergymen and clergy
women—at how widely they
are atCepted by the religious
community. —The Editors

ather changes have
not been so well
| recorded. The article
that follows discussas
what scholars are begin-
ning to recognize as one
| such change that seems
to have taken place sarly
in history. It contains infor-
mation that only recently has

COFYRIANT T W™ ar THE AToRcax PETEL | BT 3, SO v
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The guict sancivary of St John's Epis
eopal Church in Crawfordsville, Indiana,
is relatively small, and It normally ag-
cummodates comforlably aboul 125 peo-
ple; but on Sarurday, Jenuary B, 1977, al-
most 500 people crowded Into 5t. John's
to witness a special ceremony. Some of
thase present hmd traveled great dis
lonees, [rom as far away a: Florida aod
Californin, and ool surprisiogly, they
were slightly unprepared for both the
creeplipnalty cold wen ther in Crawfords
ville that day and for the unexpected
crush in the church. They were totally
unprepared, along with everyone else,
for the preasnce of the stodl's armed
deputies,

There were lwo deputies, Both were
dressed in plain clothes amnd were reason-
ably unobirusive, but it was cbvious that
they were walching the congregation

-

"To speak of God in exclusively
male terms distorts and limits
our perception of God,”
— Church ol the Brethren task
force on the problem of
nonsexist language in worship
and literature

carcfully. Thal was the unnerving thing,
Why should Lhe ordination of o priest—
and the children and adults crowded into
5t. John's had gathered for no purpose
alher than 10 wilncss the ardination of
& priest—require the presence of armed
men? For no reason, evidenlly, other
than the fact that the priest 1o be or-
dalned was a womnn,

Natalia Vouncgut, the mother of four
and the founder of the Increasingly well-
known Julian Mission, n Indjanspolis,
Indinna, was to become that sfternoon
only the sscond women Eplscapal prisst
In Indiaig, wnd the Fourth regulurdy or-

"God is Spirit, neither
masculine nor feminlne in
human terms., We have
anthropomorphized God into
male and that is the uliimate
put-down to women™— Dg
Henneth Teegarden, General
Minister and President of the
Christian Church (Discigles of
Chrise)

e =z
deined woman Eplecopal pricst In the
United States. Bur for over a manth she
had bren receiving threatening telvphone
calls. Tha last had coma just tha might
before, vn January Fih, when ill an
ather unidentifie] male valce had e
peated a Familiar mezsage 10 Mrs, Vono
tegul: "If you care anvihing about {he
welfare of your children, you won't B
through with the ordination ceremany.”
The idea of a female pricst 5 still that
disturbing, in the 1970s, ta certain people

living in Ameriea. Dislurbing encugh
that they are willing to carry on the old
and destructive tradition of \hreatening
those whose vision of the Gedhead and
whose religicus praclices are different—
a5 the early Moslema ot about convert-
ing whole nations by the sward, with (he
Christlan Crussders soldiering in thair
wake; ms agents of the Inguishtion tor.
tured and burned innumerable bodics in
the name of the merciful Christ to ~sava™
tmnsortal seuls a5 Protostants and Cothe
olivs killed each ollor all acroes Burupe,

cand together murdered Jews, Earfier,

according to the Old Teslament, the He-
brows thamsalvey hilled great numbery
of Canaanites—men, women and oididren
-becpuse the Canannies worshlped
“lalse gods.” And even today, groups
such as the Ru Flux Klan conlloue to
threatea Catholics and Jews {alang with
Blucks) from behind glant crosses.

Buor regardless of how vielently human
beings hove disagreed for the last 3000
¥ears over the one Trug way te worship
God the Father, they seldom disagreed
that the female half of the race could not
—indeed, must not—serve the Father as
pricsls, minlsters of rabbls, [t wag
God's will, men nureed Inetead, that
women should be subordinate to thelr
husbands and fathers in all ways, and in
no woy mare 2o than in the mosques, the
church or tha symagogue.

[t =zeems almost unbellevahle that
there was an earller pge, and one that
lasted from at least 30,000 pe. until about
2000 pe, and In some few places untll s
late as almost Ao 300, when men wers
subordinate to thelr wives and mathers,
Mot In all aspects of life, even then, but
most certalnly In the ronfines of the
great temples of worshlp that exlsted in
the cities of the anclent world when the
Supreme Belng—astoumling as I may
¥vm &l preseni—was worshiped ps g
WOmATn.

The Greal Mother was worshipad,
fortbermore, in her own right—nct a8 the
wile or daughrer of some suparior male
#od or the muse of poets, as in the fa-
miliar myths of the Greeks and Romans,
In those myths the ancient Ancestress
already had been “marded af" 1o male
neweomers like Zeus or Tupiter, or made
subservient to them; but then, those
myths sprang into beiog ai what was
elready a relatively Iste stage in the de
valapment of the race.

No—before thet age that we pow call
the Age of the Patriarchs in the Bille
and etretching beck Inte the dim e
cesses of {ime, the Grear Mother rulad
suprvme and the pricsis who led all peoe
Ple to Her were femnale, The archaeplog-
cal evidimor continues fo accomulats
and medern scholars contimoe 1o disen
tangle the many confused threads of the
ancient lapcsiry, o long hidden from
view,

Consequently the reality of God as
Maother, in additlon 1o the realify of Gad
as Falher, iz Beginning 1o sink deep inle
the conscicusness of 8 growing pumber

of women and men. Religion as we know
it today may never again bt the zame.

The Revervnd Matalla Vonnegut was
ordained witheut lncident on Fannary 8,
1977. The threats sgninst her children
never maleriglzed. When the efficiating
priest reclted the statemeni that pre-
cadas ol Epiwwpal ordicsilms—"i# any
koow aoy Impediment ar crime hecausa
of which we should not proceed, come
farward now and make jt known"—there
‘wng vne orderly but lotally expecied pro-
lest. The statemen! of the single male
wha stood up lo speak on behalf of an
Episcopalion organization apposed to
fernule priests was brief The proceed-
ings, he said, were "sucrilegious™ it was
"Feresy” 1o ordain women and i could
resulft only In sehdism from the “trus
body of Christ.” As the man Teft the
churth the ordination af Mrs, Vonnegul
continued.

Sacrllege? There s no word spokan by
Jesus Chrisl in the New Tastament
againsl women. Even the Vaotican's own
Biblical Commission concluded, in 1974,
that thero Is nolhing In the Bible forbid-
ding women oricsla. The Papa’s decision

Gaoldan serponts. pacrad
to the Gredat Mothar, coil
about tha arma of this
s ' dellcately cansed Ivory
©+  andgoldfemala statue
Irom Crete [about 1700

8 ). Courtasy Mudbum

of Fing Arte, Boston,

Gift of Mrs, W Seott Fitz,
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in January, 1977, that the Catholic
Church "docs pot consider herself au-
thorized to admit women 10 priestly or-
dination” relled almost completely un
tradition, on the Church's "unbroken
tradition” of mele pricsts. '

Pricsly, declared the Pope, must have
a "natural resemhblance™ to Christ. If a
woman celebrated Mass, “it would be
difficult to see ln the minister the image
of Christ."” The leaders of Eastern Drth-
odox churchas agres. Orthodox Jews; of
course; alse have a difficult time imegio-
ing any “netural resemblance” between
& female rabbi and the Lord God of
Hasta..

Bul then, mex and women io lhe an
clent world had a difficult time imagin-
ing any “nptural resemblance’ between
the Great Mother they revered and wor-
shipud us the crentor of all life and civi-
lizntion and the male of Lhe specivs.

For mnny years, archacaloglsts and
scholars dismissed muoch ol the evidence
of the Female Deity, Condltloned by
3,000 vears of male dominance in histors,

"It simply never oocurned to men—or 1o
waomen, for that motler—that (here might
hava bean a tima when males ko all mal-
ters, religions oand secular, were nol
muslers but ot best only equals, Schol-
arg dismiseed the great number of e
yanle fguras found In the Medlterranean
world, in Burope ond 1he Americns, and
the slngle most persistent kind of oblect
found at esrly archaenloghcal sites, os
mere symbols of “fertility culis” ereated
hy “primitive” Imaginalions—just ps or-
chaselogists in some fardlstant fature
nulaht dismiss the erucifix as the symbal
of primitive “death culis™ i they had no
understanding of Christianity.

The Fact that tha Female Deity had
many names In different places and st
ilifferant times in the apcient world also
was misinterpreted as proof thar god-
dess worship was only “cult™ worship—
some localized and much less authentlc
manifestation of the rellglous mpulsc
than that found in the “higher religions™
of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinrdo-
ism gnd Buddhizm. Only recently have
wee begun o uoderstand that whether
the Goddess wes called, smong other
things, Tsiz in Egvpt, Insona Ishtar in
uncienl Sumeria, Tiemat in Babylom,
Asteric in Siria, Demeler in Grescs, the
Magna Mater in Phrygia snd Home, Ans
napurna in Indis, Ceatliepe In Soulh
Amcrica—ur Asheroh, Ashlorsth or the
“gueen af heaven” in the Old Testament
ilzzlf-the same religions impulse was
[l = LS e e — ]

“l am now persuaded that it
is illegitimate to use masculine
~or feminine —language about
God, What we ought to use is
neutral language. This gquestion
is not a ‘tempest in a teapot.
Language is crucial in the
structuring of our conscious-

ness, — Rabbi Chaim Stern,

editor of three new prayer

books published by the Central
Conference of American
Rabbis (Reform)

e Ty
being celebrated. The Greal Mother, in
all her manifestations, was One—as the
God of Orthodox, Conservative and Re
lormi Jews and of Cathollcs, Presbyieri-
ans, Methodiste and Baptists is Ope.

To our earliest ancestors the female
principle slmply was the source of all
life. Omly 4 woman could bring forth
children, and the creabive mystery ol
woman, the flow of a mother's milk, har
manstiunl cycle—rhythmically in pococd
with the waxing and waning of the moon,
the birth, increase, decline and “death"
af that celestinl orb—was Unked to the
mystery of all creation

What power but female power, then,
in the mind of early humonkind, could
continually recreate life and death in

“Whenever a symbol has
attached itsell to a reality in
the minds of people through
many centuries, it is wnwise
and inappropriate to separate
the two, For that reason, I
resist the idea of changing the
male relerence to the Delty
But just as strenvously, I do
not believe that the Reality we
call God, whether Being,
Process or Person, is to be
conceived of as exclusively
masculine., There are rich
resources of feminine imagery
in the Bible, images that we
should isolate and elevate in

our minds and hearts.,

"50 God as masculine, sil So
God as feminine, sil"— Rewv.
Martin E, Marty, University of
Chicago Divinity School

the world, dark and light, spirit and
flezh? In their desire ta be linked ia
that all-encompassing power the gncienls
bzgan devsloping, at l=ast as garly as
10,00 ac, a mvthology of the naked
goddess. For whereas men im all their
rites dressed themselves in special cos-
tumes for worship, from magicel lealh-
ers 1o praver shawls o priestly cassacks,
the most potent force of woman was
mede manifest in ker completely una-
darnad hody:

To modern eyes, some of the esrliest
female figurlnes soem Beree and Lerrify-
ing, even lewd, In their bold nakedness

and the emphasis on breasts and geni-
talip, Others are more realistic and beao-
tilul, alihough cven these aften seemed .
shocking to the Victorian scholars who
first began unraveling, In the 1800s, the
seerets of the proclassical ancents.

Temple caves of the Female Deity dat-
ing from 30000 sc, have been found in
the Soviet Ukraine, northern Spain and
southern France, 1o date, These were the
forerunners of oll temples and cathe-
drals; because they clearly were intended
as sacred places where the mystery and
space ol the Deity could be made mani-
fest to the human mind. Over thousands
af years therenfter, in mony ploces, the
religion of the Goddess grew rich with
symbols, signs, rites and rituals that fo-
cused the minds of men end women on
Her boundless mystery. Inm much the
same way, the cross or the taking of
communion focuses Christisns ovn the
myatery Lhey celehmate in the hirth, death
and resurrection of Chrisr,

Tlwe Goddesy wos the crentur, the Inw-
giver, the Judge, the wise counselor, the
bounty of Mothér Earth, the dark womly
to which humankind returoed, the Queen
af Heaven, All. And within Mer embracy
all apparent opposites, eveén 1ifs and
death, wers to be seen only as part of o

Uppar Palaalithic Hgure of anahad aod-
dass (about 25,000 8.6 found at Willdn-
dorl, Austrin, one of many similar figurds
dispovared al sites all across Europs
ard Asla. Courtesy ol tha Depatmeant
of Archealagy, University of Cambridga.
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single, unified process of creation, resi
and recrestion. Both the productive
aspect of malure end its negative, killing
aspect wore only parts of & single thread
spun en the loom of Time.

It is fescinating to learn that one of
the many symbols essociatsd with 1he
Female Deily was the serpent, often de-
picted in the ancient wurld colled arcund
bhe mysticel Tree of Life in the World
Garden. In the Bible the scrpent is the
embodiment of evil becausa it entleed
Eve to cat of the fruft of the tree of
knowledge, whertupon humankind be-
came "aware” of s nokediwss and
cvoked tha wrath of Ged for dischedi.
ence, 5o (hat “the Lord God said, Be-
hold, the man is become a5 one of us, o
know good and evil: aod now, lsst he
put forth his hand, and take also of the
tree of e, and eot, aod lve forever:
Therelore the Lord God sent him forth
from the garden of Eden, ., " (Gunesls
1 2-n)

At Jeist T000 years before the Hebrew
seriptures were compiled, the sirange
abllity of the serpenl to cenew Iteell by
ehadding its skin was sean as symbolic
of ‘the higher mystery of both physical
und spiritual reblcth—of the way In
which all humpnkind comes Inm con
selpisness Lhrough birth, moy (o may
not) be spicftuslly rebom and conlling-
ally dles to be conlinually reborn.

In e duvs of the Goddess, aroupd
ED00 De, the arts oF agriculiure and slock
breeding were first developed. Later, In
the fertile lands between the Tigris and
Euphrales rlvers In Mesopotamis (mod-
ern Irng), the fundameninls of high clvi-
lzalivn cvolved: wriring, mathcmatics,
seicntific observarion, temple architec.
ture and government by kings, Writing,
ln particular, probably was developed,
nol by “man,'” hut by pricstesses who
began keeping temple records. The ear
liest example of writing vet discovered
was found at the templa of the Queen of
Hewven in the Sumering city of Brech,

Kings in that day ruled, furthermare,
because they were “laved—that is, di-
vinely approved—-by the Goddess. Sar
gcn of Agade (gboutr 2350 nc), for ex-
ample, wes the frst Important ruler of a
Lue power state in Mesopotamia, "Sar-
gon am I, the mighly king, Monarch of
Agade." the ancicnt recards read; “while
I was & gerdensr [one why makes tha
Ezrth Mother productive of the Frujrs of
the fialds] the Coddess Lehtar loved me,
Then T ruled the kingdom,”

Long ages before Ssraon’s ruls, how
ever, another crucial development had
taken place: Men finally had Bequm ta
understand their own eszential role in
— == = 5
"In one sense, speaking of God
in male terms does have a
limiting aspect, because any
human expression about God

is limiting, Yet when reference

s given to God as male,

(ebout €00 B.C.

of the winged Ixis wearing Ihe gt

Egyptian symbol of the throne upon
harhead. signitying har divine approval
of earthly rulers. Courtesy Museum of
Fina Arts, Boston.

especially as God the Father,
that is certainly both Biblical
and traditional. We now
realize, however, that many of
the earliest Hebrew relerences
to God were not exclusively
masculine, but became so in
later translations.

"We carnestly seeh to avoid
any sexist language that would
relegate women te second-
class citizenship in the Church,
But there remains a very
weighty tradition of God as
Father, especially in the sense
of the Father looking after us
as His children. We cannot say
no to that tradition and go in
other directions without the
mast careful study.” — Father
John Rotelle, Executive
Director- ol the Bishops'
Committee an Liturgy of the
Mational Conference of
Catholic Bishops

the creation of new life (although (lere
slill exist primitive rribes thal do not
anderatand the relationship betwesn
sexus]| intercourse snd the birth, nine
kg months later, of a child). And 1o
the myvihology of the Goddess had been
added the sscred Son znd Consort—sines
in the mind of the ancients even a hus-
band of the Goddsss must Hrst of all
have besn born of Ihe Goddess.

This secred Sonm and Lover, through
whose mystical union with the Goddess
tha cootinuation of all exislenre was
guereniced, usially was represented as
an giermally dying and resurecied god,
as the ficlds of the earth “die" pach vear
to be reborn in the spring. He too had
many names I meny places—Tammug,
Drunuzi, Attls, Dsirds and Baal, among
others—but the young male god remained
sccondary 1o the Molher, Undl, that is,
tritres of warrior nomads, heoders of

sheep, cattla and eoats, began invading
Ihe predominantly agriculturd Mediter.
ranean world sometime nround 1500 n.c.

Swreping down from Inda-Buropean
zrasslands or up fram the Syro-Arabinn
deserts, the aomads gradually, over n
period of roughly 2000 vears, overran
the Meditercancan world, Their religion,
from the earfiest dovs, was different
from that of the Greap Mother, Ta the
myths of the nomads, a young warrlor
godd or even a supréme fother god al
ready was equal 1o or had taken prece
dence aver o molher gad.,

To aversimolily anly slightly, ile rola
of women In nomadic sociciles slmply
had ceased o be as lmportant as it wa
ln tha Mellicrransan world, ‘I'here,
women hod plased the primary rele in
developing agriculiure aod bullding set-
tled homes; had created, fn affect, the
mast valuuble cconomie resuurces of
their socicties. As a resull, both family
life and property siill were conceived of
in strictly mateilineal terms, A husband
Hved in his wife's house, property was
handed down fram mother o daughter;
in many places the rghl to rule passed
through the female line, (Even today
ene cannot properly he consldercd Jew
ish unless one Is born of g JTowizh math-
o) -
“In Egypl" the Greek historlan Her-
odotus wrote in the fifth cenlury befars
Christ, “the women go In the market
place, transact efairs and sccupy them.
s2lvas with business, while the husbands
sta¥ home and weave.” The patriarchal
Greeks laughed at the henpecked Egyp-
tiame, but even alter the Greek Prolemics
had conquersd and muled Bgypt for 200
wears (323 to 30 sc.), the historian Dio-
durus Sleulus conld obscrve as lale as 50
ac. that in Egypt, "among private citj-
z2ns the husband, by the terms of the
marriage agresment, appertaing o the
wife, and it is stipulaled berwesn them
that the man shall ohey the woman in all
things."

Generztions of Emvptologists scorned
poor okl Diedorus as an unrelinble dolt,
until hundrads of aclun]l marriage con-
tracts were found showing that if any.
thing, Dicdorus bad understaled the
matter. In lhest Z2greameants, wherels
mien alse delivered all their pusyessions
te their wives, it was clearly stipulated
that even if a wife should divorce her
hushand, sle woold contlnue ta feed and
clothe him, and g2e thar be was properly
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bruriel.

The mairlineal ovgrnization of earl
societies, it Is fmpartant 1o widerstand,
did notr mi-an complets famala, or matri-
archal, control, The eatent fto which

“Changing the traditional
words we have used Inworship
creates many problems. To
say, for example, ‘Source of
compassion’ rather than
‘Father of compassion
abandons the warmth of a
personal relationship which
the Hebrew text embraces.
Saying ‘Mother ol compassion,
on the other hand, is just as
sexist as saying 'Father' To
change the language of prayer
also would mean changing the
Biblical and Rabbinic texts.
"Rather than create new
problems, it scems to me, we
should retain traditional
language, but stress that such
language is symbolic and
intended to help us relate to
God in as powerlul and
personal a way as possible.
The language of liturgy must
be influenced by contemporary
life; however, it is not a
problem-solving soclal tool.”
— Rabbi Jules Harlow, editor
and translator of prayer books
published by the International
Association of Conservative
Rahbis

wonen as the heads of femilics ur clans
actually ruled is unclear; there is sirong
evidence in some places but not o oth-
ars, Still, women hed great cconomic
and legal power and enjuved supreme
rospect! often they were the chief law.
givers or iudges, even generals.

Ta the palriarchal pomads wha grad.
aally gafned contral of Greeee, Asia bl
nor and the rest of the Near East, how
ever, Wwomen were much less impertant.
Prop@ity passed nol from motber 40
daughter but [mwen father to son,

A much more profound cheage in the
whale stiucture af homan thought and
feeling wes vn (e Iporizon. Por eventu-
ally wamen ceazed ta be honored for the
crealion of life with tha felp of men end
hecame instcad mere cwriers of the
male's pll-lngpovtant ¢s2d. In the play
Tha Ewmnenides, by (e Greek post Ase-
chivlug, the god Apello Insists that “the
mother is no parenl of that which is

called her child"; the oniy parent is ''he
who mount=" The ©0ld Testament
abounds with references to the lmpor-
tance of the male's seed and prohibitions
apainsl wasting it.

Thus the seed, or 'male spirit,” mather
{han the dark owsiery of the womb, or
the “flash,” came 1o be seen os the high-
er, more truly creative force behind the
heavens and ibhe earth. It was a critcal
lurping point in human his . The
conscious, ratiomal ond divisive side of
the human psyche—today identified with
“masculine” thinking—was beginning 10
overwhelm 1he deeper levels of the in-
ruitive, irrationel and associantiva side,
now identified as "feminime.”

The consequences for women were
very great. Among other things, men
dovieloped a need to know withoul any
doubt that 1he male child who would
inherit their name and property was in-
derd their chlld and nol some other
man's. There s only one Way A man cun
have such knowledee, however, and that
is by making absolutely sure the waman
who receives his teed was not, is not and
never will be accessible 1o any other
male. Thal she iy, in short, hia sole and
eaclusive property, Thus (1w importance
of virginity, ar "purity,” at least for
women, and prohibitions agalnst adul-
tary began to toke on enormuie peechic
force in pardarchul socielles,

For roughly a thousand years thers
was & kind of merger of the bellefs of
ihe nomad Invaders and the beliets of
ihose whe sull worshiped Lhe Goddess,
bul evenmally the male gnds conguersd
all, as their followers conguered on
carth, and became not only rulers of the
Muother but in many instances Her mur-
derer. In the late-Babylonian epic of
Marduk, lhat young mals god overcomss
and kills his gprestgreatgreac-grand
muther Tiamat—the Crestor—lo become
King of the Universe. The theme of
Marduk's copguest was Tepeated In
many other late myths, until at long last
the tales of creation haldly declared thal
ane ar gnalher male god alone was the
Creator.

Jewish and Chrisilan womcn only re-
ceplly have begun te undersiand Lhe
enormous vxtent tp which the patriar-
chal warld view shaped both the Hebrew
and Christian zeriptures. Thore s no
question the Bible was compiled In the
midst of @ cullure tolally male-dominat-
ed, so that many Blbllcal passaiss were
recorded im terms of male prejudices.
Unfartanalely, those passges, in eddi-
1ian, have haen overinterpreicd for 2,000
years as theological statemenis of God's
will and intention thal wamen shiuld be
subordinate ta men.

Both e Old and Wew Teztamenis
clearty affirm that God is splrit. of

e ——T =

“Certainly the imagery of our
religion is too heavily
masculine and patriarchal.

The mystics, the true teachers
of the Church rather than the
theologlans, always have
maintained the mysterious
balance between the masculine
and the feminine in the
Godhead, The gquestion ol
women in the priestheowod,
however, Is diflerent. Jdesus
Christ, the Great High Priest
and the only priest that
Christianity recognizes, wears
masculine form, and masculine
form alone, for all eternity.”
— Episcopal Bishop Stanley
Atkins, chairman of the
Evangelical and Catholic
Mission, an organization that
refuses to recognize the
ordinationof women as priests

course, and as such toludly rapsceods
tha human categories of male and fe-
male, Nevertheless, the vse of nlmost ex-
chugively mascullne language in the Bible
to dascriha Goed has led to cenlurler of
imagining the Suprema Reality as a kind
of superhuman “male” belng, so that
men and wamen alike heve belicved thal
if God was male, then ta be male was to
b= e Vlike'! G, .

Yet the first passapes in (he Bible

plainly state: “And Ged said, Lel us
make man. [‘adham:, the Hebrew [or " ha-
man beine,” sot Teh or Zdkdr, the He-
brew For “male human being''] in owr
image, ... 5o God created man ['adhbare )
in his pwn impge, In the image of God
creaied he him; male and lvmale crented
ha them." [Geneasis 1:26-27)
_ The Helnew word used for Ged In the
first-creation story, furthermore, is Elo-
him: “Tn the beginnlng Elofiim created
the heaven and the earth.” Throughout
the Uld Testament, Elohim iz alsa the
most commanly used eapression for the
Supreme Reglity (Mmllowed by Yakwef
“T am who I pm” or “T will b2 whao [
will Be™). Elohir is transleted os “God”
or the mascoline zlngular “He Yet
Elghim i3 mude up of Eloli—tha femnine
singular for goddess—and the masculing
plural ending I, Ths ward could be
tranzlaied es cither god or goddess. Or
gods ar goddazaes,

Eiblicel scholars long caplaimed the
plural il aot the feminine} form of Ela-
himt as caling to mind the idea that the
maijesty of God is plural, many-sided, all-
eheampassing. And wo it s The gues
tion is, did the carly Hebrews use Elo-
himm to reflect their bellef that Geod
mranscends  but peverthelesz  inclades
both the mmoscutina and tho leminine?
If 5o, why werg there lavrer, as scholars
have now determined, 50 many hundrads
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of Instances in the Hebrew seripfures tn
which deliberate chapges were made
from feminine to masculne terminal
oEx? L

Without doubl it was because by the
time the Hebrew scriptures actually
were complled, betwern roughly 810 and
0 ne, #t hod beeoma fmpossible for
Hebrew males ta eapress reverence for
the Haly in any feminine terms. How
could they, when the position of women
in their own society hod fallen 5o low?

Women, according to the Old Tesia-
mant, were little more than property,
first of thelr fathers and then of rthelr
liusbands. A Father cguld sell his daugh-
ter a8 n slave il the man buying her In-
tended to make her his concubine, A
man's wife was olwavs and clearly his
possession, along with the land  ha
owned, his slaves, his ox wnd his ass.
Wuinen had no economnic or legal Power;
cven their public vows meant nothing if
their fatlwrs or husbands vetocd them,
(Sl wonder that 10 this day Orthodox
Jewish males prny: “Blessed art Thou,
U Lord Our God, King af the Unlverse,
who his not made me o woman,”)

In the days of the Goddess there were
fnws that sadd if B man raped o woman,
he should be put 1o death. According to
the O1d Testamen), if o man raped a vir
gin, he stinply was reguired 1o pay her
[uther 50 shekels of silver "and she shall
be his wife; becouge b hath humbled
har, he oy nol pul her away [divorce
D] wll his dave” (Deardsionoiy 22: 28
20 Il a man raped & betrolhied virgin or
the wife of nnother man (that 1=, violar-
ed the property of another male), then
b avel the wommi were 1o be stoned to
tduath.

Obviously, by 300 we, it counld in o
way have seemed proper to the pricstl
wvilitors of tha Old Testament 4o describe
God in feminine lerms—as easlly speak
of the Most Holv In terms of o man's
vthir possesslons!

The New Testament, strangely enongh,
does nol iransmit any sexisr slories io-
wolving Jesus Christ. Stenee, beoaupse
the Four Gospels, of courze, ectosily
were compiled by the followers of JTesus
in what was still an esiremely patd-
archal world, According lo the Gospels,
bowevar, Jesus broke with many of the
anli-fymale conventions of s d=v. He
stressed that God created humankind
“male and female.” Women Fallowed
Jesus in His ministry (in the face of re-
strictions  against womens speaking
with men in publie), and women were
the first witnes:es of the mosl croca
event in the Mew Testament, the Resur
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Terton—although the withessing of {he
Women; avcording to those who wrote
ihe Gospels, had 1w be “veriflad” by the
male aposiles. Women by law were not
tompelent to witness,

Neverthelsss, women did play an ac
lve rele In the early Church. Tt wus
anly as Chrislianity became more and
mare accepled In the patdarchal Greco-
Homan and Jewish cultures of that day
that the leedership of women was danisd
or limited to women's groups or organi-
sations. Preciscly half of the Almighty's
creation, the female principle itself, eom.
tinued tn be ignored for centuries, willy
only ome major cxception: the clevation
by the early Church of the Virgin Mary.

The Virgin was elevated not as o god-
dess in ber own right, of course, but as
Yihe Mother of God,” and as a waman
personilying thatl most prized of pptci-
archal virlucs, virginity. But the de
votlon to Mary, we are beginning o
understand, had much more to do with
crrtnln basic rellglous hungers and Im
pulses on the part of humankind than
with the foct that she was the hislorical

Thit groatl wings of the
goddess las prolect the
arnallar flgure of the god
Osirls, her brother and
husband{oboul€00a ¢ )
Courlesy Trustaes of (he
British Musaum

9

mother of Jesus Christ. For sround
images af the Madonna and the infon
Somn in her arms were quickly assimilat
ed an absolulely astonishing numbear of
the same symbols und images that onee
were asyoriated with the fist Great
Maother.

In the Middle Ages the rale of Mary
grevw so great that she ofien completely
overshadowed beoth the Father and the
Som; and an extraordinery gompunt of
maney, work and art wenl into (he
great calliedrals of Burope 1o vencrate
Her, Is it not marvelows that there are
statues that depict Mary holding in one
khand 1he entice world and in the other
her baby Son, while o door in her body
opens 1o reveal God the Father sopport
lng the crucified Cheist ns all the sainls
look an—all within the womb of g wirgin,
1he mother who produced Ler Son with-
out help from mortal man (as did the
anclent Goddess) nnd became the Muoth-
ot of God, as the irst Greal Mother was
e anceslor af all gods,

Tha Protestant Reformation, which
swept the Virgin Mary of muny of hey
prdestals, promised o ureat deal 1o wom-
en In same ways, bul In the end, alas,
delivered nething. Martin Luther him.
self quickly decresd that women wore to
have nothing 1o do with "divine service,
tha priestly offices or God's word,”

Whether Protesrant, Cotholle ar Jew
ish, wamen remplocd childrea to he pro-
tected and controlled hy men, children
loburing under the old resteulnts 1m.
mased by such tepchings as lhose nf Si.
Augusting (Ap, 154 to an 430): “The
woman herself alone s not the {maee af
Gonl; whereas the man alone js the lmage
of Gad as fully and completely as when
the woman is joined with him."

O¢ this from St Toha Chrysostom
(b 345 o an #07): “The woman [Eva]
tzughr once god ruined all. On (s ac-
counlt ., . let Ber not teach . . . the whole
femalz race transgressed.” Five VEATS
2go, in 1973, the Bishop of Oxsfer pub-
licly declared that the opdinption of
women by the Church of England would
be a subde shilt toward the old pagan
religions in which priestesses wen: com-
mon. "And we all Enow,' the Bishop
watned, “the kinds of religlons they
were, "

Taz, Indeed: “fertiliey cnlts,” accord-
Ing o Victorian scholars, shocked at.the
overt sexual nature of the Goddess. For
thoze who worshiped the Mother as “the

"Orne whe walked in termible Chaos and

bronght life by the Law of Love, and out
of Chaos brought us harmony, and from
Chaos has led us by the hand,” did be-
lieve that the propagation of life was
divime, That sex, along with evarything
clsz, was Her gift to humarity, and as
such was sacred and holy, The ritual
“marrizges” that ook place In ancient
temples belwoon prisstesses, as repro-
scntatives of the Goddess, and men, who
represented the fertilizing power of the
melz Son and Lover. weore undertaken
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a8 sacred, symbolic vnions of the male
and female principles, and were meant
both to ensure and to show revercnee
for the ongolng Eruftfulness of all Tife.

In theit own languages, priesiesses
were deseribed as "virglns” (meaning
unmarried), "holy." the " sanctfsd wom-
en” or “the undefiled.” Yet For vears
scholors Iransiated those terms to read
"prostitutes.” Small wonder that schol-
ars also cotld so often and easily dismiss
poddess warship in o seolence or two
before moving on to the events of "male”
history, could ignore such evidence as
thesa examples of eocient thought:

From Babylon, 1800 po: "Unte Her
who renders decision, Goddess of all
things; Unto the Lady of Hesven and
Harth who recetves supplication: Unlo
Her wha entertalns praver; Umte the
compassionate Goddess wha Toves right-
cousness,”

Fgypl, 1800 we: “Tn the beginning
iy wan Il D0dest of the Uld . . . the
Guoddeas from whom ull Becoming aross
-« » Mistress of Heaven, Mistress of the
House af Lile, Mistress of the word al
G,

The Od Testaunent: "Then all the men
which knew that thelr wives had burned
incense unle other gods, wnd all the
woamen that atood by, o great muliitude

Aphrodite, goddess of love, as she was
known In Thapaus, Carthags, during the
Roman perlod Aphrodite slso was re-
varad as tho poddess ol battle and
Motherof All Deillea, Courtesy Tritstass
of the Britiah Museum

B

. . . answersd Jeremiah, saving: As for
the word (het thou hast spoken unto us
in the name of the Lord, we will not
hearken unlo thee, Bul we will certainly
do whatsecver thing gorth forth out of
our awn monith, 1o bwm incense undo
the queen of hesyen, and to paur ouf
drink oiffcrings unto her, as we have
done, we, and our fathers, our kings and
our priness, in the cities of Judah, and
in the streets of Jerusalem: For {then had
we plenty of victuals, and wers well, gnd
saw mo evil” (Jeremiah 44:1517)

The male prophets in the Old Testa
ment constantly were having fo remiod
Tsracl that it was folly to worship “other
gods,” sometimes actually named as
Baal or Tommue (Lhe Son/Lover] or as
Asherah, or Ashtoreth (the Goddess).
Tha prophets did at last, however, over-
come the Quéeen of Heaven, the Mistress
of the House of Life—the feminine os-
pect of God.

Thevenfter wormn were forbidden o
sludy “mile” scriptures, to pray certain
prayers, to speak with men in public, or
even to touch the hands of their own
hustusls i they woere menstroating and
thus “upclean” Brides were to be
staned if the “tokens of virglnity" were
not found an their wedding doy. Women
were pdmoenished, as Paul {not Christ)
admonished them, to abey thelr hus.
bands and to keep silent In church.

Forced 1o become inferfor, women
were excluded on tha grounds of their
tnferdorily for centuries: and either (rom
fear ar love of God, now reshaped [rem
transcendent, allencompassing Belng
intd g mule being alone, women re
pressed mny impulsa to revelt. Mot unril
the last century did a few courazcous
wormen begin ta assert publicly that God
had crealed (he male and femals squal
gnd ithat women alzn should ha allowed
ta serve God as members of the clergy—
zlong with such earthly privileges as the
right to speak out against slavery and
the right ta .'mla.

“There is no sex in the
Godhead, God is neither male
nor female {and the point of
Christ's Incarnation is that
God became fully human in
Jdesus, not that God became
fully male). We need to
emphasize other terms for
God in addition to Father —
terms such as ‘Mother’ or
‘Creator’ or 'Lifegiver,'”— Dr.
Frederich K. Wentz, Executive
Director of the Chicago Cluster
of Theological Schools

Today there asre roughly 1,500 female
ministers amwong major Pratestant de
nominations and perhaps another 1.000

A QUESTION
OF CONSCIENCE

The gquesiion stunned the asson-
bled bishops. Only one year earliar,
In 1976, the Genaral Comvention of
the Episcopal Church had voted, af-
ter years of controversy, to ordain
women. MNaow, on September 30,
1977, the heed of the Episcopal
Church in tha Unitad States, Presid-
ing Bishap John M. Alin, was ad-
dressing the opening sesslan of the
annual meeting of the House of Bish-
ops and was asking this question;
“Can you accept the servics of a
presiding bishop who Is unable to
accept woman In the role of priests?™

In affect, Bishop Alkn waz offer-
ing to resign if his fellow bishops
belleved his opposition to the ordl-
natian of women wes & serlous
hindrence to his lsadership of the
Church. "I have tried to keep an
open mind,” Bishop Allin explained,
“but | have conciuded that women
can no more ba priasts thap they
can becoma fathars or husbands.”™

In the end, reaffirming the prin-
ciple of “fraedom of consclonce,*
the House of Blshops supported
tha right of Bishop Allin to retaln
office despite his personal apposition
to the Church's rullng in favor of
women. Tha controversy continues,
both within the Episcopal Church and
among other groups.

e

amarng Evangelical and  Pentecustas
groups. There are a growing number of
fermnle rabble among Reform and Re
constructionlst Jews; by 1980, It is esti-
mated, ane of every 13 newly ordaoined
Reform rabbis will be female. The re-
cent dramatie increases in enrcllment in
both Jewish and Protestant seminaries
are accounted for In large parl by the
dramatic Increase in the number of fe
male students.

Is it, then, all coming togeter for
women gt last? Perhaps, But the o
dination of women and the nonsexist
relntarpretalion of the Bible by theo-
logians and scholars are only beginning
sleps, So ara the growing reallzation
that God once wes worshiped as female
and the [escinating dlscovery by modern
sviznce that o humen brainz, male and
female, have two hemilspheres—tle: 1efl
{which contrals the riglt side of tha
body), predominantly invelved with
"masculine” rational thought, and the
right (which centrols the lelt side of the
body), predominsnily Invelved with
“Ferninine”  intultion, body awarencss
znd creallve ar artistic expression.

The masculine/feminine duality of life
—and of tha Almighty—is [ar [rom belng
truly integraled by the mejor faiths or
secular soclely lo date. Women are he-
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ing ordalned, but only & few sre yet
heads of synagogucs or churches, After
ber ordlostion the Reverend Natalis
Vonnegut returned by ker own choice
to the Jullan Mission she had founded,
but the mission orginally was founded
becanse there wes oo place for Mrs,
Vonhnegut, as an ardained deacon, at any
church in the diocess of Indianapalis,

Tha goddass
an this Egyptian
plogue (sbout 1260 B.C ) combines tha
symballsm of the Egyplien goddess
Hathor and the Censsnills goddess
Ashloralh, Similar plagues have been
found in Lebanon, Israel, Jordan and
Iraq. Courtesy Trustees of the British
Mussum,

“Siop leaking (o the Church 10 provide
DEW minisiry,” a mala priest gnd close
friend urged Mrs, Vonnegut In 1974,
“Get out and do it yourself,” So M,
Vermegut did. With almost po MOREY
and only three part-time psgistants, she
crcated a “ministry of listening™ to bhelp
troubled women, widews, hatterad
wives, pregnant tesn-ugers, lonsly and
Bging morthers with no confidence in
thelr abiity fo Ffunedon wfler ihcic
children wera grown.

In little mare than g year the Tulian
Mission—named for Lady Julian of Nor-
wich, sn Englieh mystie of the late 14th
end earfy I5th centuries and an oelive
“Hstener" who touched the ljves of
eny peaple—grew infoe a ministry o
gerinusly troubled women all over Ig-
dignapolis, and then to men as well, to
soclalwelfare pgencivs, even to male
business establishments, Today Mrs
Vunnegut Is heing appronched by peaple
icrass the country sager to establish
similur programs.

"1 now believe,” savs Rev. Mrs. Vone
negut, “that in “the fullness of lime)

wiomen have been callad to do this werk
—to be ordained and to scek out pew
areas of oppression whers the ageold
murturing skills of women—patienca,
sharing, commupal effort, even vulner
ability and a willlngness to be open and
emotmnal—can make an cpermous dif
ference.”

Those are, after all, the very skills that
male clergymen, permitied to be mars
aggressive im thelr young years, often
must work to develop in order o be true
shepherds lo thelr pastoral flocks, "One
thing women in outreach mdnistrics cer-
talnly can do,” Mrs. Vonoegut adds, “is
help teach women historically condl
lioned to be dependen! aod passive that
theologically the Word of God also
mruns rexpandhility, here und now, lor
thelr own acilons.”

Dr. Claire Randall, the first woman
Guperal Secretary of the National Coun-
cil af Churches, also wus = need to help
women bécome more “aggressively re
spomible” as they move Into posltons
of lesdership within truditional church
structures, “Over und over,” Dr, Ran-
dall explalns, "I've seen women whe
were mmtursl leaders, intelligenl and
very artculate within women's groups,
simply ¢lom up in lerger groups doml-
natéd by men. Women are condlilened
lo the dea that males lead mnd ladies
follow. "

During the vears she worked for
Church Wamen United, beflore her slec.
tHon at General Secrelary of the Matlonal
Councll of Churches In 1974, Dr, Randall
st up @ number of workshops pimed at
helping wamen learn more “ageressive
skflln withoutr losing the “feminlna™
skills they should be sharbng with
meles. “Women, for instance, have Jesa
peed, I beHeve" says Dr, Randsll, "for
hierarchical Chirrh sirocturese  They
are Jes concerned with personal power
than men,"

The Mational Coupcil now has 3 Come-
mission on Women In Minlstry, “It's lmy.
portant that women be mvolyed in regu-
lar ministries,” Dy, Randall stressss, "tn
break certain barders, t help reshape
ceriein of the Church's traditiona] ways
uf relating o the world. To help s all
hink In new ways theclogically”

in the late 1903 Dr. Bandall developed
For Church Women United, In co-opera.
tlon with & Ruman Cathelle womesn's
commuaity called Grailville, g scrics of
women's 1heclogicsl conforemces  that
maw are anmuel svenrs, Catholic and
Protestant women, both theclogians and
laywomen, mect sach summer at “Wom.
e Dwing Thesleqy”' at Grailville, in Lava
land, Ohio, v resxamine the male
theological coneepts women have ac
cepted For thousands of vears and 1o
seprch for additdonz! truths relevant to
the actual experiences znd thoughis—
even ancicni mythe—of wonen

Amang other things, “Women Doing
Theology™ has raised such guestions as
these: Is Eve (woman) to he condemped

for sating of 1he Iruit of the tree of
kmowledae? For would humankind,
without consciousness, be truly human?
More imporiant, is It not samehow 1dal-
gtrous to deseribe God In anthropo-
marphic tetma?

"Why indesd must ‘God’ be & noun?"
the theologlan Mary Daly asks in her
book Bevond God the Father. "Why not
a verb—the most active and dynamic of
all? Hasn't the naming of ‘God’ az a
ngun been an act of murdering that dy-
namic Verb? And isn't the Verb infinite-
ly more personal than a mere, siatic
noun? The anthropomerphle symbols
for God may be intended to convey per
sonality, but they fall to convey that God'
Is Be-ing.'”

Jewish women deeply Involved with
their faith also are questioning tradiitlon-
al concepts. Basleally, women have been
Yemempl” [rom tha religions study and
cotnmunal prayer that ls the core of 1ro-
ditional Judnisim, the mesns whereby
men sirengthen their relotionship with
God. Tha waman's rule centored Almost
exclusively on the home and-maony lemni-
nists now say—primardle enobled s wam-
un’s hushand and male children to fulfill
their rellglons obligatinns,

“I wmn deeply Tewish and decply Femi-
nlst,” says Rabbl Sandy Sasso, of the
Manhatian Reconstructlonlst Huvurah,
in Mew Yark Cliy, “There simply came
a tima when those two elamenis had 1o
meet." She did not, she explolny care-
fully, enter rabblnical school because
she was o feminist. Sha hecame n femi-
nlst only during the course of her stud-
ies, mmid a growing awurcness of tha
way ln which much in the Sfewish herd-
lage had relegated women to the role af
second-class Jews, Womnen, na less than
mwen, Rabhi Sasso belleves, have an obli-
gation 1o strengthen thelr relatlonghip
with God.

Morsover, Rabb Sasse, now the moth-
er of 4 young son, does not believe that
redelining traditional roles will weaken
[amily Hfe. On the contrary, she is con-
vinced thal just such rexaminglion and
chinge, in the face of all the other Forcas
now pulllng familles apart In our society,
Will strengihen Family life, She and her
husband, who is also a rabbi, have writ-
ten 3 2ervice 1o colebrate the hivth of |
daughter, called a Covenant for the
Daughters of Tsrazl, 1o mark the hirth
of famale children as jovously and seri-
ously g5 the birth of Jewish sons.

Other Jewish women are working 1o
expand their role in svnagopues and reli-
givus courts. New pruser books ars he-
Ing wrltten. An independsnr women's
magezing has been estublished, called
“Lilith,” after the legendary predecessor
of Eve who claimed to ba Adain’s caual
end therefere was exiled from the Gar-
den of Bdun, One group hns created a
blessing to be recited upon the onset of
every menstrual flow: “Blessed are You,
O Lard Qur God, apd God of aur fore-
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mothers and forefathery, who have set
the moon In its path and have sot the
order of the vicles of lifa, Blesesd are
You, O Lord, who have created me 2
waman,”

There is also the “Ceremony of the
New Moon." Crested by a groun of
Jewish feminlsts to express one tmique
aspoect of women's spirtualty, t is o
ceremony in which candles pre fosted
on waler, prayers ore said and crascent.
sheped foods that contaln sprouts and
grains, the sceds of Tife, are eaten. All
lo mark the rebirth of 1ife in female and
lusiar eycles—the same cycles that were
celebruled by those who worshipsd the
Goddess.

Thé pendulum swings From ooe ex
tremde to the other and sometimes rests,
There 5 movement toward the criter,
n wew balance for men aod women,
evetywheree Im 19%3 un International
Cuthollc  women's-rights  organteation
called St Joan's Alllanes fiest dared to
consider publlcly the question of Female
priests In the Roman Catholic Church,
Tha time seemed right: the 67-yearold
Alliancy, which grew oul of the wamen's
struggle for the vote in Englond, Jong
had heen fghtlng for equatity and justice
on many fronte, Even so, one lang-time
leminst who also served for many s cars
ux prexldent of the Uniead Sroates Scction
of 51, Juun's, Frances McGillleuddy, re
calls that her first reaction ta the ording.
than of women was tentative: Ok (hat's
going u Nttle tea for, she remembers
thinklng, bur then—why nos!

Today the Netional Assembly of Wom-
en Rellgious (women in Calholic orders)
also is asking "Why not? Sa is the fast
rerowing Women's Ordination Commilier
(nuns and laywomen), organbecd in 1974,
angd_Privsts far Bauality, an unoficial
1, 300-member organtzation of priests who
support the ordinadon of women, The
Women's Ordination Committee raceived
hundreds of new membership inguiries
Immediately after the Pape's January,
1977, decision against female ordination,
Priests for Equality sent an open lelter
ta major women's groups, publicly apol
ogizing for the “paln and froseration”
the Pope's decision created.

On any given day Frances MoGili
cuddy, now retired from teaching school
but still extremely active as the United
Nations representative for the St. Joan's
Alllapre, can be sesn sporting Bve ar sie
buttens under the lapel of Ber suit jacket
or cogt. She simply fips wp a lapel
end there they are, all the slogans che's
come up with over the yeers, from
"Ordain Women Or Stop Baplizing
Them" 1o “Mary Was a Feninist” The
one button that sums up evervthing,
hewever, is the poe that says, simply and
eloquently: “Egus! Rites For Women.”

Equal Rites. God the Father and Gad
the Mother. The Ultimat: Beallty, ulti-
mately transcending Bbut nevertheless
rocompassing both the Feninine and the

mascullpe, Celebrated not in unfelr |

“
"Both the Hebrew and the
Christian scriptures are the
literature of patriarchal
societies, even though male
dominance was radically
challenged and, in principle,
abolished by Christ. Jesus
accepted women as followers
and set no sexual qualifications
lor apostolic ministry.
“There are as well clear
examples of feminine Fig-
urative language for God In
both the Old and the New
Testaments, Such language
does not, of course, mean that
Go emale, any more than
the masculine language means
that God is male, But it doecs
mean that, in tself, feminine
language is just as apt for
talking about God as is
masculine language "— Sister
Sandra Schneiders, Jesuit
School of Theology, Berkeley,
Californla
m

Favor of the Ferminine, as In the time of
the Goddess, or In unfair fovor af the
masculine, az It has been over the lasy
L000 years, bul egultably, equally, rov
erentally, rightly, In Favor of the All—
the Almighty and rhe Almighty's =ons
ard daughters, both partiers wirth God
in the ongolng cveles of cregtion, revels-
tion and redemption THE EMD

Elizabeth Rodgers Dobell is a fraglanece

editar and writer and g student of oo |
porative religions, 4 Protestent, she was

bern in Hardy, Arkansas, attendzd Cath.
olic schools in Arkansas, public schools

in Tennesese, and war graduared from a )

FPreshyterian college, Soulbrwestern ar
Mempkis. While &1 college she served as
Trala presidemt of the Tennessez Chris
tian Youth Fellnwshio, Her hrshand,
Byron Debali, (s lewith, gnd (hroush
Mivw, she ix relatad 1o several rabbis,

A . NOTICE
Artelss and [etters do not necesrarily raflect the opiniors of the Edi-
tors. The SHEKINAH axplores el side and i) angles, and Ieaves the

readar 19 chooss with the sid of the Spirit.

| facts.  Anthro polapy,

| man everts in order to understand the

} be repeated, as the ghilozopher San-

0O GO

Mather, God, snd Marntal Health
by
Lillian Maki

The zuthor has a selentific approach
to. God, Religion, and the Blble. She
says female pid male human beings,
and their ideas, reffect three basic unj-
vorsal forces, which she names, [Ter
theory showhit i carrret to refer (o Lhe
Creator a8 Mother-Futher God, and it
iz alsa . impuortant to de 2o, Humus be-
ings, with proper perevplions, have a
‘ consclence und a sense of rght and

WrOng,
Rul religions have not yet eliminated
| sinful behavior, and the social problems
[ that it eauses. Many difficulties can be
blamed on (he et that religions and
sociely giva masculinity u much higher
rank Lhan fomininity, Wamen have pe-
| sented Lthe injustices they hava on.
| dured. Unhappy mothers ean and do
hase an sdversn affecl an the children
Wiey mear, Canfucius suld, “*Whan there
b5 harmony in the home there will be
| hamnony in the nation: whan there is
harmaony o nulions thars will by b
| mony mothe word." Human beings
with their great intalllgance, ought Lo
be uble to hring harmony hatween
aelghbors and nullons, and ro drsslic.
ally reduee erime and warfoe.
| It iz Important for parants to seb an
| example ol paying respects Lo the Unl-
| versal Mother-Father God. When relj.
atons and suciety beghn to give equal
rank lo male and female by precept
| and example, the education of the
| young will be much improved. Thera
ure :itwations now where married
| ecouples wet ax pastors of ane parish.
Ihiz seems appropriste in serving and
represenling Motker. Pather God.
Lilliarn Maki’s book pontains g
| unlgue interpretation of the Garden
of Hden legend based on sclentifie
psychulogy,
mythology, hlstory and other social
sriences give clues to what has happen.
| ed. It is necessary to have at leazt a
sketehy knowledge of prehistoric hu-

presenl confusions, and to eormect
them, or the misiakes of history will

tavana poialed out.

Sociely cannot be perfeet; hut hu-
man problems should mostly be little
vnes—laklng proper care of the young,
Alza the mges of Mother Noture, such
as Noods, droughls, storms and earth-
quakes have always been a challenge,
and most [ikely will continue to be,

If inlervated In Maki's houk, pleasa
contact  Mayalla Company, P.O.
Hox 6327, Portland, Oregon $7208,
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“Reprintad by parmission from TIME, The Weekly Newsmagazine; Copyright Time Inc. 1980,

Unmanning the Holy Bible

The sexual-texiual revolution comes to Seripture

What is @ human being thar you are
mindfiul of him, and a mortal that you care
Jor himr

s ound Emilinr but somehow fnt? The
more fmmous rendering of Pralms
& 4 13 ruther more “Whal s man
that thou art mindful of him, and the san
of man thal thou dost care for him?" Bul
Christizna in the English-speaking workd
had better get used 0 the neulered word-
ing, for it may appsar in Lhe new edition
of the Revised Standard Version of the
Hible due a decade from new. The e
worked RSV will include hundreds of such
language changes mads in the cause
of stripping Scriplure of "sexism.”

The use of "inclugve linguege,”
inlended 0 put women on o lex-
tunl par with men, has kong &nca
hean acéepiod in muny areasaf 1] §
puldishing such as school textbooks
and children's fables. But its appli-
calicn o the Aibke is already stir-
ring en untholy mow The immedinte
pont of cantention is Lhe BSY, now
being updatsd by a committes of
1% acholars and lrensleeorm Their
efforts will have far-reaching im-
portance. With millions of copiss £ |
sold worldwide since it first ap-
peared in 1952, the RSV i3 by far
the most broadly used Bible lrans-
Ialion in modern English.

Precisely because of ita influ-
ence, the RSV is now a Larget of Prol-
eatanl feminists mand other critics
who wanl to purge it of the male
chauvinium thal they find running
all through its pages. Says the Rev.
Jeanne Apdrey Powers, a Uniied
Methodist mission official: “Peaple
are becoming increasingly sensithe
to language thal renders half the human
race invisible." As il happens, such sen-
timent is slrong in the MNationa] Council
of Churches (N.C.C), whese education di-
vision i overseeing e RSV revition But
the N.C.C's leaders hove hegitated 1o al-
ler the REY radically, parily becaiss the
organtzalion gets the royaltes The RSy

preservation of moch of the evoes live Bn-
guags of its antecedent, the King Fameg
Bible of 1611, 50 after the cducation d]-
vizion decided o prepare 3 new odition
of the RSV, it instrucisd i translatlons to
Bt rid of a3 much "masculine bigged lan-
gumpe” nx presifle while relaining the
King James "figvor.”
The man in charge of the RSV revi-
sion is the Rev, Bruce M. Meoger, 66, 2
olemanly Wew Temtament profersor al
incoton Seminary. While
Metzger Is conservative on malten of doc-

| trine, be @n willing to avoid male nouns
and prooouns—where the original He-
brew and Greek lexts allow it. Thus the
reference o Romans 140 !t “the man
wha i weak in faith”™ will lkely become
“the one who is weak .. " In Pralms, 1he
first verse will read “Blessed are those who
walk not in the counsel of the wicked,”
rather than “Blessed ir the mon who walks
not .." In Psalmr alone, more than 200
male pronouns will be dropped.

Even those limited word changes are
oo much for many traditionalists, ameng
them the Bev. E Earle Ells of New
| Brunswick Theological Serninary in New

[Picturs not from Time article)

Jersey, wha quit Metzger's group in pro-
test. With all the sensjlivity over sexfam,
he complains, the emerging Bibla “ls tak-
ing on the nalure of a paraphrase * angd
the rewrites ars sacrificing important ou-
inces in meaning For insance, Ellis
grunls Lhal the uss of “himman being™ in-
stcad of "man” in the new Fraims 8:4 is
defensible a8 & perfectly literal tranalation
from the original Hebrew. But he argoes
that ihe chenge is reckless since in lhe
comtaxl of the paalm, “man”™ could oo
mmply Adam, an ideal king, or some oth-
er individual S50 could the banished
phress “son of man,” & Mew Testarnen|
title awoncizlod wilh Jenw as the Mosi-
ah. Declares Ellis “Whatever we think,
the text hag a right 10 be heard. You can-
o ooVl Over words Jum becanss the
mekning B an combarressmeant o certain
modern movemen.

For Lheir part, militants on Hible sex-

ism protest Lthat Metzger's translptors are
oo fastidious in holding to tradilional Jan-
guage about God and Christ. An eight-
man, Gve-woman Bible translation "task
force” that includes officlals and scholars
from six N.C.C. denominations has de-
clared thal Metzger's committes should
"move mare boldly.” Among suggealed
changes, they want women lo get equal
billing in passages where Lhe oniginal text
names only males: Sarah should be in-
cluded along with mentions of Abraham,
for example, and Eve cughl lo appear
when Adam does, Moreover, the hard-lin-
ers propose Lhat Jesus should be called
the “Child of God” instead of the “Son of
Cod.” Ao, the impersonal promoun Jr
should replace A¢ in reftrences Lo the Spir-
it of God when the original Greek is nen-
ter, notwithslanding Christian teaching
thal the Spint 18 a person. Finally, since
God has no gender, use of fe. Afm
and i1 ahould be minimired: a
properly de-sexed Romans 870, for
instance, would say, “"Thoas whom
il urcknew, God alo predestined
o e conformed o the image of
Cod rehild ., "

During a mecling ai  the
MNMCC's Mow Yok Cily headquar-
ters last week. leaders of Lthe edu-
cation division rejecled such radi-
cal proposals bul did agres 1o add
lemunisls o Metzger's group os va-
cancica ocour, [Macuasion of how Lo
tackle alleged 'raciam, ¢lassism and
anti-Semitiarn™ in the Bible was
postponed. Meleger asmiled the
militania’ approach as unscholarly
and “intolerable.” As for the inclu-
sive-language issue, he sald firmly,
“I do not find much clamor for this
i lhe churches. Most people find
soniat lmnguags {n regard 1o persons
irrelevanl and, concerning God,
irreverent.”

MNonelheless, the edocaron di-
vislon did approve a recommenda-
lion W work on & different Bibls
translation thal would more fully meet
ferninisl demands. The first step toward
what some religious wags are already call-
ing the "Unlsex Bikle™ will be tranala-
tion of & new lectionary, the series af Bible
readings listed for worhip each wesk in
many dencminations. The N.C.C. expexls
1o dhow whether & "completaly inclusive-
language Bible tranglation™ is feasible,

Ag the aki ing over Bible biaa
continuea sormne church feminizis are he-
Elnnlng tovpics wn argument made by Lra-
ditionalist foes: at bottom, the ancient
leals are what they are. Roman Catholic
Sister Ann Patrick Ware, of New York
Ciy, & Wp theology execurive st the
M.C.C. puints out resigned]y; “There are
parts of Scripiure that are séxisd, and thers
is pothing you can do about them.” OF
coursa, she adds, “you dom't have to read
them, either.” —iy Richard M, Owiling.
Rapored by John Kebsan Tew Fori

TIME DECEMBER B, 1980




1 1 SHEEINAH, February 1981

Are You Morving?

IF vou enjay your copy of SHEEINAH
pleze notify us n advence of any
changes of scdrats 50 wa can keep your
widrew up-to-dew. In our fley e
thare will be no daley in getting your
orpy o you. Postal oot for returmed
sl ara figh, Although It mary cost only
a few cents 1o mal it to you, by bulk
mipking, et when i is ooburned it can
corl B much 8 85 Thank you for
et cooperetion in this mether.

REMEMBER.
UISE THE FREE
CHANGE OF ADDRESS KIT
A MONTH BEFORE

TOU MOVE.
L. 5. 1'ostal Servaice @

Copyright 1980 Christian Cantury Foundation. Reprinted by parmission from the April 18, 1980 tssua of The Christien Cantury.

Persanal Perspective

The God-Language Bind

+ THE Londoun Daily Telegraph reports that a new
book of prayers and livins published by the British
Council of Chuiches encourages young people 1o
adlelress their pravers o "Parent God.”

A pastar sends her congregation out some Sundays
with a Lendliction invoking the Trinity not as
"Father, Son and Holy Spiric,” bt as “Crearor,
Liberaror and Sustuiner

The women's advocacy agency of the United
Methodist Chureh ealls for that denemination to
fund a Towrvear study of “Langusge About God,”

These are but o few of muny evidences of the new
stage that seems lately 1o lwve been reached in the
debate wichin the churches over the use of “incly-
sive language” in preference to “sexist lunguape.”
Perhaps now would be an appropriate time 1o point
oul thut there are really rwo campaigns Leing waged
by inclusivelanguage advocares, and that one ol U
two appears o be clearly winnable while the other
almosr surely s not,

Until recently the emplinis of the inclusive lan-
guage offort was on the casily remedicd maner of
the language we nse in referring o people; the focus
now seems to have <hified to the more dilficult prob.
lems that arise when our traditional language about
Geodd 15 called into question. Ffforts at change on both
fronts have sought to alter rthe language used in
hymns, public prayers, liturpies, sermons, theological
writings, chiurch periodicals, charch school literature,
church legislation and everyday speech.

I think there can be no doubt that atdowles have
shifted considerably in recent years in regard to
sexism in “people-langnage.” Men and women who,
five or 1en years ago, could use such terms as “man,”
“mankind,” “brothers,’ “sons," “churchmen,” “lay-
man,” “he” and “his" on the unguestioned assump-
tion that they applied "gencrically” ro all persons,
both male and female, now find that they are both-

cred Li'y such usages; the terms na Ecngcr SeCm jex-
ually neutral, whatever their tontext. Many women
never did feel themselves w be included hy these
terms; now growing numbers of both women and
men are coming to lind such usages, if not socially
offensive, at least ambipuons ane imprecise.

[ huve no stalistical daa 1o corroborate my un-
scientific perceptions, bl in rhe eight years or so 1
have been editing manuscripta for The Christian
Century, | have seen a delinite shift in the attitudes
of writers in regard 10 inclusive “people-lunguage,”
and a marked incrense in the number of articles that
nesd no "hiking” on rhis seare

Hut during this sume ]'."l.‘!'[ud, T have seen livtle
indication that the people who wnle for or edit
religions publications — be they professors, pastors or
juutnalists — are approaching any consensus on whal,
if anything, should be done abont waditivnal maseua-
line God-lanpuage Tno he sure, some publications
have issued style puidelines, telling writers how to
clean ups their act. So far, however, it is the scholarly
journals and not periodicals addressed 1o the laity
that have banned exclusivelv masculine God-talk,

The way one addiesses or refers ta God is a Fune-
tion vlone's theolopy Somie find it easy to speak of the
deity in ways thar do net vequire third-person-sin-
gular pronouns. Othicrs have made intentional deci-
sions to alier their own Gad-language.

Last June I heard Walter Brueggemann, a re-
spacied biblical scholar of the United Church of
Chrisl, preach a sermon at his denomination’s Gen-
erz] Synod in which he alternately referred 10 God
as "he” and “she," arbimarily making the shifts in
gender avery paragraph or so throughout the sermon.
Brueggemann's tactic jarred my stereotypes — but
for me, at least, it had the unpleasant side effect of
calling up the disturbing image of God-Who-Sullers-
from-Gender-Confusion.
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James F. White, United Methodist worship spe-
cialist, dispenses with pronouns entirely, even in the
reflexive: "God gives Godself 1o us.”

There are, on the other hand, seme wrilers who
ubviously experience God as One whom they want
to call Father, One who can be referred to as “he.”
To revise such a writer's language may have the
effect of describing a God who is less persanal and
immediate, more distant and abstract, Let mo cite
as example 3 soon-lo-he-published Century article
in which a seminarian relates a powerful mystival
experience ol God's reality. Thar author encoun-
tered God as an almost palpable presence, as a
"Person,” as 1 "he." To eliminate those "he's” could
only serve to distort the particular characier of her
encounter with the divine,

As a copy edilor who has worn down her share of
No. 2 pencils changing expressions like “His mercy”
to "divine mercy,” and in general seeking felicitous
amd unobtrusive ways 1o excise masculine God im-
ages from magazine prose, | have recently come to
doubt that such editing is necessary, or even appro-
priate, Indeed, it may be an wnwarranied act of ar-
rogance on the part of an wditor: 1ampering with the
God-language in a manuscript is in some sense mess
ing with Ll author's thealogy, | have grave doulis
a3 to whether it is the prerogative of any manuscripi
editor 1o imp::-sr an (Mhcial Stylebonk Thenlogy tn
any suthor, repent of that sin of wliturial arropance.

Rur we ame in a bind on God-language — all of
us: juurnalivs, theologians, hymn.writers, hymn.re.
visets, Sunday schiool curmiculum publishers, preach-
ers, choir directors, and yes, even — T will horrow a
term coined by o (male) Episcopal priest who was
trying, desperately, te be linguistically inclusive —
‘prw-persans.” On the one hand, there is an illopic
in insisting that God has no gender, declaring that
God embodics hoth masculine and feminine qualities
—and yer continuing o rall God “he" exclusively.
On the other hand, there are some perfectly valid
reasons why perhaps the majority of church people
tesist the “de-sexing” of God-language anid continue
te hold the contradictory concept of @ God who has
no gender but is nonetlieless Lord and Father,

1. Many ¢all God “lhe” not because they think
the deity is male, but because Cod is Someone —
God has the attribule of personality, Ged is not im-
personal. The English language is so constructed
that it is hard to talk about anyone in natural, idio-
matic speech without falling back on personal pro-
nouns. Language is stilted, awkward without them.
But why not “she” for a change? Perhaps because the
notion of God as “she” is still s0 new to ws, 5o novel
a5 to seem “trendier-than-thou"; it evokes nervous
giggles; it has been used too much by ecclesiastical
wits, andl by those whose purposes are clesrly to make
a political point rather than a theclogical one.

2. There may he deep psychological veasons for
our association of God with paternal (or maternal)
images —and the pronouncements of church <oun-
cils and sexistlanguage 1ask forces are not going to
be able to erase 1he runnections we make berween
the nurturing experici:ces of vur awn childheod and
our experience of a loving Cod. One can love a
Father God or Mother God: one can also be angry
with such a God, "Heavenly Parent” somchow lacks
the emotional connotations embodied in the words
Father and Mother; relating 1o an abstraction s
even harder: Can we love the "Up-againstness of
Life”? Can we rebel against “Ullimate Reality"? Can
we geL angry al the "Ground of Being"? Gelting free
of Father God may he as hard as getting free of our
nwn parents,

3. Two thousand yearn of Christian tradition are
not easily ignored, il the church is to continue to
regard itself as Christian rather than “post-Christian.”
As has frequently been pointed out, there are both
masculine and feminine images of God to be found
in Lhe Eible. But while we need 1o make more of the
"feminine” qualities of God, we cannot write off the
“masculine” images, nor can we deny that Jesus spoke
of Czod as his father. Can we read such language in
Scripture, and then excise it entirely from our own
speech? Neither can we deny the sexuality of Jesus
— though there are some (heologians whoe would
rather talk about the “Christ event® than zhout
the man [esus, and some hymn revisers who suggest
reducing “excessiva” refercnees to Jeaus' maleness, as
though that might enable us 10 forget his maseulinity
for a stanza or twa

4. "Inclusive language” advocates are fighting not
only religious tradition bur the conventions of an
increasingly secular culture. Like one of the char-
acters in Joseph Heller's Catch-22, who didn't be.
lieve in Geodl hur had very definite ideas about the
attributes of “the God T don’t believe in," the secular
sociely around ue doesn't bhelisve in God, but it is
rather convinced that the Gad it doesn't believe in
is male. While ecclesiastical feminists are saying that
we've got to change our God-images belore we can
change the status af women in both church and society,
prrhaps we've gnt o change church and society before
We (r3se 10 asociate “Crenl-ness” with maleness,

The sight of a woman pastor breaking the bread or
haptizing a baby mzy do more to shacter the idolatries
of 2 male<lominated church than a year of liturgies
with “neutral” God-language. Whatever words our
“cleaned up” hymns and rituals employ, many folk are
still going to call upon “the lond" or “aur Facher”
when they pray alone. A church committed to being
inclusive will have compassion not only for thosa
offended by male Ged-language but also for those
disiressed] hy the effurts to alter that language.

JEAN CAFFEY LYLES,
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ACT |

HOSTESS: My mother always told me
never to talk sbout polities, religion or
sex in polita company, | . . lsnt thet what
YOUR mather told YOU?

Well, for the next few minutes, let's
not ba polite!

DR. STANLEY GEVIATZ: “Biessed
art Thou, Oh Lord our God, ting of the
Universe, who has not made me a haa-
then, a slave, or a womsn,"" states the
traditional Jewizh praver bogk,

FATHER BRUCE: Ecclesiasticus SEVE,

"01 the woman came tha Baginning of
sin, and through her we all die. 52, Paul
wrate, “The women should kesp silznce
in the churches. . |If there is amything
they desire to knowe, et tham ask thair
huskanids 83 home.'*

HOSTESS: For many poople, thoss sra
divire words coming direetly from God
io bs obeyedwithout question. And, far
other peopls, whe mav have never heard
these words befurz, the influsnce of
such scriptura is still very powerful,

All of us are deegly influarced. con-
sclously and uneonsciously, by ideas
and opinions. in the world around us
which we absork by just being alive. We

PRODUCED HY
ENBC-TV CHANNEL 4
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA
JULY 31, 1978

may not even ba awars that we have ac-
guired such attitudes, . .lat alone know
where they eriginatad,

Une source is raliglon,

Today, atter canturies of imposad si-
lence, a lot of women ere challenglng
G000 years of religious tradition and are
ss3erting their equality. . .not only be-
fore man. . .{saftly). . .but before God,

| woman is nat just a rlb from Adam,
craated as an afterthought far tha plag.
sure of man, and In the image of man. . .
then,

“In Whum Imaga?"

ACTII

HOSTESS: Many peopletoday are terri-
fied at the very thought of questioning
anything sacred. Perhaps faith isself must
first ba libarated from fear and ignor-
anca.

SISTER ELIZABETH THOMAM: Wa
have to challengs ail these years of theg-
logy, even though it's been thousands of

1o
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yaars, because the church i3 noT g static
institution. It has grown, it's developed,
it has changed many ol 13 doctrines
ovar the yaars,

HOSTESS: “'Changing doctrines?"”
Wesn't biblical lew carved forever in
stone by lightning bolts from heaven
thousands of years ago?

AABBI LAURA GELLER: Jowish law
has never been a rigid unchanging sys-
tem. It it had boen, then Jawish lita
would be the same today as it was in
Liblical thnes, and clearly that isn't true.

HOSTESS: Could it be that the Bihla is
now usaless? Destlned for the seraphoap?

{insart on the ariging of the Bible and of
the patriarchel periad in which the Bible
was tirst written, ete.)

HODSTESS: 5o, . .we have the Old Teste-
ment, apperently  written, complled,
translated and intwerpreted by men in
cultures of maele supramacy. Then per-
haps we must libarate the Word of God
from the words of men.

SISTER ELIZABETH THOMAN: Tha
Vetican Council and the Catholic Church
sald a few years ago that we should ex-
aming tha cigre of our times, lock
araund us in the world and see what's
happening, and then ses how ths gos-
pal s Being applied 1o those very probe
lerns, |n the TH70's mavbe one of the
signs of our time is the questions that
women heve shout thelr role in ths
church.

HOSTESS: And do you suppose that
vou and |, like the scribes, transletors,
and interpretors of old, need to liberate
tha scriptures from QUR OWN layars of
prejudice and DiasT

DR, STANLEY GEVIRTZ: Whatever
ottitudes of a negetive nature we may
have, ar try to read put of the Bibla, very
otten this Is aur awn reading of the text
and not necassarily what the author of
the taxt is roally saying.

HOSTESS: What DO we find in the
Bible about women when we ger past all
the human frallties?

: SHEKINAH, February 1881 1 i
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ANNE McGHREW BENMNETT: In ths
First Chapter of Ganesis we read. . .God
created man in hi¥ own image, in the
imags of God, God craated him. Actual-
Iy the word “man” in Hebrew is 3 word
that is never used of a male or males,
but is glways used of male and temale,..
i1 means humankind,

DFR. JANE DEMPEEY DOUGLASS:
When we turn to tha MNew Testament,
we're very conscious of the fact today
thet Jesus is picturad in the gospels as
tesching women puhlicly, having wa-
men among his disciples. He wisitad in
tha homes of women. We know now that
warnen did have laadership roles in the
parly years of the church, We know
themn as deaconesses, for example, who
baptised and had cerlain liturgical fune-
tions.

NELLE MORTON: Saimt Poul did say
at ana time that in the new community
of faith, thera would be no Jew and
Gresek, and there would be no male and
fernale; which Is saying that in the mew
ordar which is working, in 1hat ha was
speaking of, that human values eould
not be reckoned in terms of sax or race
or nationality.

HOSTESS: Inspired by 3 new sense of
liberation, se|f-esteem and raspansibility,
women ARF partleipating in churches
and $ynagogues in ways |pauta) unheard
before.

(Ritual Sequenca — Jawish Mixed Min-
wan|

GLORIA:  Women have not alwayi
participated a3 we do here in the min-
yvan. They hsve not as 3 rule had an
equel role. | enjoy the activity, tha ac
tive pari, insteed of being a passive par-
ticipant.

MARSHA: | think it just makes you
feel a ot more of 3 parson and that aur
prayers zre 35 good @5 anybody olse’s
ard all of our sfforts ara the s2me as
avaryona alsa’s, ]

RABEI RICHARD LEVY: | think it's
¥ery important far men and women to
Ioin in equally in prayer and in study
and in deing all the commandments thas
God gave Qur tradition on Sinai. The
Torah says that all of you — maen, wo-
men, children — stood at Sinai together,
We sll learn From each other.

(Ritual Seqguance — Catholic Mass)

FATHER BRUGCE: I'm delighted that
women parbicipate in a new way now,
both liturgically, worship that is in the
church, end in other tacets af Christian
lite, | think 1t's long overdue,

SISTER NOELLE: When | sse man and
wumen in rolax af ministry working to-
gether in the church, it validifies my
szlf-imaga, and it helps me to be mare
af a minister not anly in churchy things
hut also In zocial justice aress outside
the church building or clrele jtsell, And
it alsa parallals, | think, whan yvou think
of the creatlon process, it takes men and
womean Lo create and | think that's vory
imtegral 1o celebrating in the church and
praying that way.

[Ritual Sequance — Baptist Ushars)

SARAH: Women have not always been
ushers in the church, Onga upon a time,
it was just men, Well, | fell that G s
no respector of persons, and women, as
well as men hava a rlght tor do the work
af tha Lard. Chrise died for oll: and wo-
mzn as well as man have to let the life
of Christ be manifested in their lives,

SISTER ELIZABETH THOMAN: One
very practical way that | try to let the
church know how | feel sbhout my not
baing included in the church is 10 hit
them in the financial pocketbook, What
I do with this funny monay is | keep
tham in my purse ond when 1'm attend-
ing @ parish where the celibrant con-
stantly uses the word men, whera the
choir constantly sings gbout brothers
and sans of God, rather than putting real
maongy in the collzction, | put & funny
mansy in the collection to say that | do
net spprove of contributing my money
to a church that discriminates agalnst
me.

HOSTESS: For those women with &
dedicated call to the ministry, the way
hizs bean sven mora difficult,

In January of 1977, Victaria Hatch,
slong with more than 40 other women
across the nation, was ordaired an Epis-
copalian priest. The church immediately
splintared.

In zpita of ridicule, alienation fram
family and friends, divoree, financial
hardships, and even diract thraats, many
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women, including Tha Revarend Victoria
Hatch, have echieved their cherished

goal.

« {Music: "Someatimes | Wish')

ACT il

ANNE McGREW BENMNETT: Ower g
pariod of time, if you're not mentionad
in history, if thers are no ritusl celebra
tians of you, you come to think and ab-
sorb the inferior position which the
dominant group in society has given you,

HOSTESS: Women ARE finding thair
hidden history and sre slso cresting new
rituals which emphatize the unigue
spiritual experience of being o woman,
Euch month these women meat to cale-
hrate tha temale jody through which
Flowws the mystary of all life.

(Woman's Sequenecs — Jewish Rituel —
Mew Moon Celebration)

HOSTESS: Another group ot woman
hava innoveted waorship services of poet-
ry and dance which speak 1o 1he deapest
emotivnal needs of s woman's heart,

Woman's Sequence — Protestent Ritual
— Pazm and Danca)

HOSTESS: To find the beauty of fami-
nina strength, a surprisingly large number
of warmen have iurned 1o the older femi-
ning religions and the warship of “The
Great Goddess.”

(Woman's Seguence — The Greal God-
dazs — Star Goddazs [nvwealion)

£ BUDAPEST: Hear ve ths words of
thie Star Goddess, the dust ol whose fegt
encirclas the universe. | am the beauty
eof the grzen earth and while moon
among the stars and the mystery of the
waters and the desire of humen heerts...

{Sequence — Waterfall, Trees, Flowers)

Z: The Star Goddess svocation sums up
the philosnphy af tha craft as being 3
religion besed on love and worshiping
the life fores, Tha Goddess included
gveryone. And every living cresture was

sacred, There is much healing nesded in
the world today - it can only get better
it humanity fuses buoth the mals and
female soul. | really hope that women
finally give themselves permission tu be
divine, not just liberated. But | want a
lot more than thal. | want women to
take ovzr the human functions of bless
ing, of making judgments, déciding ovar
nation's fates, mananing the money in 8
country. Every man on battle figlds
when they dle, they call for their
mother. [t was slways mothersand that's
who awalts at tha end of sl desire, the
raturn to the mother again,

Z: For behold, | have bean with you
from the beginning, and | am that which
is attainad et the end of desire.

HOSTESS: Women artists, who havae
particularly talt slisnsted in o man’s
world, are finding new symbols that re-
unite them with the secred in woman's
BXDETIRTICE,

{(Women's Sequence — Artists — Chicago/
Gelon Convarsation)

NELLE MORTOMN: | feel that — that
God a3 a male God needs liberating and
that the very image of maleness hers
limits the shining spirit back of — back
of God,

AMNNE McGREW BENNETT: The cors
ideas about God In tha Hebrew scriptures
are words of feminine gandar. Torah,
the word of God, is faminina gandar.
Hookma — wisdom, Bua — spirit, Cha-
kina — the indweliing presance of Ged...
gl of these are words of feminine gan-
der.

RABB! LAURA GELLER: As 3 wo-
man, |'m crested in the image of God,
then my role of what it means ta ba 3
woman i3 always in the process of being
charged, of becoming, of unfoliding.

ACT IV

HOSTESS: The guestion befors us 1o-
day is quite simply whether wa wizh to
remain sheckled o & way of lite of &
nomadic people who lived ina far-aweay
land —a lung, long timeago . ... ....
or de wewant to “'wrestle out” the living
truth for 3 New Age — a mare anlight-

ened and human sgé — in 20th century
Lmerica.

Recantly, Leah and Michaal created a
new ritual to mark the hirth of thair
daughtar, Slvan, to be as sarious and joy-
ous an occasion as the birth of a male
child.

({Ritual Sequence — Baby Caremony)

MOTHER: , . Blassad is she who comes
irt tha nama of. . .

RABBI CHAIM SEIDLER-FELLER:
Faminmm has profound consoquancas
for religlon. The image thet comes to
mind s that of the androgen, that Mish-
rahic assortion that the first Adam was
bath mule and Tomale; that 18, ae fami-
nists we have a task — we hove a task 10
uncover the maleness and femaleness
within aach nna of us, And if thisis true
thai humans were created In God's
imaga. then as we uncover our own
selves, as we become more complats,
than the knowledge of God becomes
more complete, That is, as humans libar-
ate themselves, they also lborats God os
el

MOTHER: MNow an the 8th day of our
daughter's life, we are here to welcome
her into the Covenant of laraal, . .. ...
Praised are yau. , .our God, Ruler of the
Universe, who has blaszed us with Sivan
and has commanded us W initiate our
daughter inta tha Covanant of the Prople
of lsrasl, =

FATHER: Our God and God of aur an-
cestors, presarve this child and har
rather and father and let her name in
lsrasl be. . ., the daughter of Michael
and Lesgh. Lat tha father rajaice in his
offspring, that the mother be glad with
the food of her body. Although we have
namead her, we recognize that she is not
our possession, she s marely antrustad
10 our care. Just 3s we rajoice in her
birth, 5o we rejoice in the responsibility
of growing with har,

{Music: “Womanchild®')

THE END
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Women's Religious Spirit
Rooted In American Soil

We hear thal the ‘S0 will be the de-
cade of women. Exaoclly what that
means so far is unclear, As the furor
over the Equal Rights Amendment indi-
cales, cven we women are nol uneni-
s about the political and soclol is
SUes Ll uffect us,

Lack of agrecment in the socio-palitl-
‘al grenw extends to that of religlon
vhere we see churches Struggling with
e “women questlon "

The extent 1o which women are offi-
elally visihle varies substantially from
eng religlen Lo another, from one
church w gnother, aod il the man with
in religious instilutions are divided nn
the suhjeet of leadership roles for
WIS, 50 0w are [he wam e,

We can, hewever, deleer amang
WOIMER & Migor division between [lose
who elect 1o sy within the instimurien
| werk for s clurm and these who jeject
the structure enllrely,

The firsl group may press for the
ordination al women, focully appoing-
mentz In divinity schonls aod senn-

aries, and pehlicatlon of thenlngy wrif-

len by women; [n Lhis respect Catholic,
Protestanl and Jewizh women in the
United S1ates have made impressive
Orogross in Lhe pazk 13 years,

In the second group we see women
wha, for & variety of regsons, have re
nitunrce ihe traditional smruetore and
aruck out an thelr own. These seek 3
spiriluality which, thev claim, ranven-
Honal symbels, rituals and siructutes
ire unahla fo mediate,

For ikem the languzge of parriarchal
religion s indesd dead. znd aithoazh
there & nosel of symils Ihraugh which
ail wemen of this croup live spiricually,
W2 CAn 58y In g general wav thal io
i rejection of God & Father, King,
Lord and Master, they favor symbnis
thul express AUFIUTIRE Creating, Uniting
and Joving.

Far some the Mother Goddess sym-
balizes these experiences, and they
hanor & tradition of goddess warship
that iz sad to prodate the Iewish patri-
urehs.

Goudess worship may take a varely
nt {orms. one of which is wicca, or
witchcrafl, which, contrary to prevall-
ing helief thal assaciates wilches with
the worship of Salun, is reverence for
the Iorces of Nfe and noture snd his
nolhing whatsoever 1o do wilh devils,

Goddess worshlp may slrike God
worshippers as bizarre. Rul to women
plienuted by the concept of a mele daity
und a religion controlled by 8 male-
crealed thealogy, linirgy and hierarchy,
ane may find il bizarre thnl =0 many
women conlmue in natriarchal church-
L=

Belore we assign words like “crazy”
and “uppity® 10 women wha reject the
male deity of (he Jeden-Chrisflan tradi
non, e we gisnes hack o the 191h cen-
tury in the United Sales ai the counter-
paris of the lwn groups of women | have
mentinned

The 18005 was 4 pericd of ExCiling
religious innavation. Then, 35 now,
women were exploring new palhs on
Wieir =piriual journey, some seeking
reform from within tradiflanal chyrch-
£5, others pushing obit from [hem.

Nineteenth-century Merthadizm v
birth to what Is called the Holiness
Movemen!, a movemenr that called
inCividusls to inner serfection. Inner
perfection was nol identified necessari-
Iy wilh nherrving slandard rituals,

[t wa= a matter of the heart — baing
awars of the Spinf's calling one o holi-
neEs responding 1o that call: “wnowing”
in the heart that Jesws Christ truly digd
for one’s sinx dedleating one's life ia
testifving to this knowledge,

such lestifying was peblic, and this
acl slone brogght women not of csnm-
rizzgld imposed silance Mot only did
women publicly t2stifv, but they gid
whal women bac rately danz — fhev
prayed and presched In public,

Women such a8 Phoche Palmer, Sz-
ran Warrall Larnkford acd Elzabeih
Ford Atiinson sirode in the varguard of
the great revival mevemant of thal
FEATUTY. In chmp meelicgs across the
Unitzd Males and e Cenads andg Ens

the laly Spirlt and by their werds and
example inspired In cihers, men snd
WOMEn. a0 openness to the spark sithin
thal could leap Into the flame af holi-
ness,

Whereas Palmer and her slsterg o
nohiness remained within Melhodism,
wamen such as Mary Baker Eddy, Ann
Lee and Ellen G. White responded to
the inner eall by rejecting their paren
religlous [nstitution. Thelr canviction
ard courmpe atiracted followers in such
numbers thal sects emerged under
their leadership.

Alter o chilthood and voung adull lire
markad by physical and nervous disor-
ders, Eddy faund relief in the experi-
ence al Infinite Spiril, and har belief in
the reality of the spiritual mind molivae-
ad her wriling "Sclenca and Health;
With Key to (he Seriptures.” That was in
IB75, the snme year that she established
her lst granp of followers in Mussa.
rchusans

In her book she argued that the dis
covery of Christian Science bares the
revelation that God Is Mother.

In divina science,” she WrinE, "wg
have nol as much authority for consid-
ering Him feminine.” 1 should not syi-
prise s (hul Eddy and her seclorian
church stranply supported women's
rights,

The concept of God as Mullter was not
ipigue e Eddy. Lee, e key fipure o
e shaker 2e01, whick grew oul af Eo-
alish Quakerisnl e Lhe mid-18h canty-
1y, convinced her followers that =he
was he femdle mwssink, ler rmachings
were evenluully eadified inoa book by
Elder Banjamin 5. Young in which he
Cosonibed the Godhead as fgur nersons
— Fathas, San, Holy Molber Wistom
and Daughiter.

White did ool share tae thentngy ol
Lee or Eddy, bet she did rejeet her
Methodist upbringing and converl lo Lthe
adventist message of Willlam Miller
who preached thar Jesus Clirist woulo
r2ram gn Oct, 22, 1844,

After he “Great Disoppoinlmenl,”
she experienced visions which she In-
fzrpreted oo mesn that Christ's roturn
was still imminent, though delaved
hecaee (he wabbath bad aot been ob-
szrved property, Foriifiad by her vi-
aignz. Whiie orpanized in 1560 g sect
called Seventh-day Adveatists and
served az 15 leader for over G0 yadrs,

Her secl, like Fedy's. came in the
illh rentury o grow in membership
2nd structure and 2aln recoznition san
establiched church.

Wa shotld remember that churches
of lodey were the sects of vesterday,
and whal may seam outlandish taday
may be tandard religious thoughl and
pracrice [nmorrow, A bil of histericul
sense 05 a bit of commen sense,
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Does Male Dominance Tarnish
Our Translations?

BERKELEY AND ALVERA MICKELSEN

KUENTLY We led a study in o Roman Catho-
lic church on biblical reachings aboul
men-women relationships. We were

pleased 1o find that the church had provided semi

nar participants copies of Good Mews for Medem

Man—a translation now generally approved for
Roman Catholics.

In unswer to a question, we asked the women Lo
read | Corinthinns 11:3-12, which describes in de-
tnil how men and women were to pray and proph-
esy in the chorch at Corinth.

The passuge begns (literal translation from the
Greek), “Indeed, [ want you [plural] to know that
the hend of every mun is the Christ: and head of
every woman is the man; and head of Cluist is
Ciewd.*

This is a difficult passage: the sense of some of
the rest af the chaprer dépends on what Paul
meant here by the word “head.' We explained
that "“head" in Greek usage (according to the
standard Gresk-Enplish Lexicon by Liddell,
Scoit, Jones, McKenzie) dves not mean “haoss”
or “final wothooty.'" In classical Greek *‘head’”
usually meant a person's physical head; as a fipure
of speech it sometimes stood for the whole person
or for life itsell {e.g., [ stake my head on that'"):
or it could alsa mean the brim or upper part of
something, as the “head’' of an architectural col-
umn. A more common meaning wes source, or
uriygin, as we use it in the “head of the Missssippi
River." This wes the meaning ir apparenty had for
Paul in Colossians 1:13: “He [Chnst] i= the head
of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the
Arst-bomn from the dead, that in evervthing he
might be pre-eminent."’

We began o explain to the women thar this
mcaning of oripgin or source thel Puul used
elsewhere made good sznse in the phrase 'and the
head of every woman is the man'' in [ Corimthians
11:3 because five verses laler (I Cor, 11:8) Paul
states, “‘man wus nol mede from woman, hot
woman from man’ (referring to the account of
creation In Gen., 2:18-25), It was clear, however
that the group had not the sHghtest idea of what
we were (alking about, One of them handed us her
Bible and we read, ""Hut 1 want you to undersiand

Cantinued on next page

Should we attempt to "Imp;uve" or “clear L;'[.J what
the Holy Spirit chose to do?

Jdewish Post and Opinion, January 30, 1881

Is God a He Or a She?

Quotation Of The Week

Is God a He Or a She?

Neither. Let me explain.

There has been much publicity recently concerning the
desire to change the Bible and our prayers when they refer to
(rod in the male gender. A congregation in New England has
re-wrillen an entire prayver service ellminating all sexist
references to God.

From the Jewish point of view, (God is pure spirit and has no

physical fuorm whatsoever, [t must be understood that our
lenguage is limited: God is super-human, greater than all His
(1571 crealions, and human language cannot express that
which is beyonid its power of expression. Therefore, we must
use words, bul with the understanding that our words are
limited and necessarily confining. The phrases in the Kaddish
prayer puls it well: “Beyand all sungs and hymns of exalta-
tion, beyond all praise which man can utier is the glory of the
Holy One, praised is He." Man's language is hopefully
inadeguate when we attempt to express the glory of God, But
we must use our langusage; thal's all we have,
To make a “big deal” oul of eliminating the sexist references,
is “‘much adeo about nothing''. [ have great confidence that
our people understand that the male references in English
are merely a language device, anid do not eliminate feminine
virtues or overtones. I am confident that people understand
that when we refer lo God as “He" we do not mean a man,
and when we refer to "“man", in general, we mean
"mankind"’.

[ freely admir that due to the lurce of feminist objections to
our male-priented language, in my public speaking and even
in writing sometimes 1 will make a conscious effort lo
eliminate scxist nvertones. Tty to use “mackind” instead of
“man"', and "'people” instead of “he". However, 1 do not
make a fetish out of lhis. T trust the intelligence of my
listeners and readers.

I hope the matter will be cleared up when the Messiah
comes, may she arrive soon! — Rabbi Sanferd Shanblatt,
Temple Israel, Swampscott, Ma,
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Does MaLE Dominance
TrRmiZH DUR
TRANSLATIONS?

CGhedience 1o whose
word?

that Christ is supreme over every man. the hos-
bund = supreme aver his wife, and God js su-
preme over Christ.”

“We're sorry,"" we zaid, “but Lhat translation iz
Aot whal the original writing says, The transktar,
unfortunately, is giving his opinion abour how e
wirds should be inlerpreted, rather than giving
you the actual words thal Panl wrote, which are
‘the fead of every inan is the Christ: and head of
every woman is the man: wnd hesd of Christ is
God,'

They were Lroubled, of course. Only in recent
years had they been encouraged to study the Bible
for themselves, And now we hid to 12ll them that
the Bible in their hands was not faithfully transhl-
ing what the Greek said—il was insiead Biving &
commentery on what the tanslator thought it
mcant and what its application should be.

But then, & few verses later, in 1 Cornthians
11:10, we cume o another passage where interpre-
ttion got in the way of the tmanslator's fithful
handling of the 1ext. The literal Greek text in this
verse is: "Because of this, the woman ought to
huve suthority vpen the head because of te
angels." That is all it says,

Of the passage’s severnl pussible interpreta-
tons, we think Prul was saving that the women
wha were praying and praphesying in the church
at Corinth [the subject under dizcussion hvere)
should have somé symbol on their heads (perhaps
uvell ar s speciul buair sivle) to show thul they had
authority from God to speak.

Mow this is ewr interpretalion or application of
thie swords that Paul wiole. Bible scholags love the
right and responsibility to work herd, weighing
and evaluuting whar they think Hikle passages
Mean wnd how they should be applied. This is
intzrpremation end L is one of the purposes of Hible
commentaries. But this is aef the responsibility of
the trunslator; his job is to tell us what the passage
Sa)s,

Nole how Good News for Modern Man truns-
lates T Corinthizns 11:10. “On sccount of the
angels, then, a woman should have g covering
over her head to show thar she is under her hus-
hand’s authority."”

The Greek text says nuthing about husbends or
men. Paul used no words that can be-manslated
husband or man in that passage. The tgnslztor,
instead of relling us what Paul said, added fo the
lext his persenal interpratation and aprlication of
Paul's words.

£ HATED having o tell this group of
w women who were cager mo study Lhe

Biblz that their version was not telling
them what Peul said, bur rather what the Irans-
lator thought it mean|, They wers crestfallen
“Thea how can we ever know what (he Bibls ac.
tually says? they asked, We had no £a5Y 4nswers
EXCepl 10 wrg2 them to consult several transla.
tions, especially committes transletions snch as
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the Jerusalem Bible, Revised Standard Version
and Naw Intermational Version,

That cxperience started us on a hroader exumi-
nation of whal eppear to He traces of male
chauvinism in Bible translations we nse. Muany of
our currenl lrenslations have been the work of
committees of biblical scholars, including the
King James Version, the Revised Standard Ver-
sion, the New English Bihle, and the New Inter-
national Version, We also have scveral currently
popular one-person translations, including Living

Letters (Kenneth Taylor): the New Testament in
Modern English (1. B. Phillips); and Good MNews
for Modern Man (Robert Brateher).

We doubt if any of the men on translation com-
mittees ar who did their own translations are con-
stious of any male chauvinism. All are honest,
godly scholars, dedicated to doing their best work,
trying Eathfully to bring to tuday's readers the
message of the Bible.

But like all of us, these translators grew up in o
society  that wssumed males should dominate
home, church, and society ot lorge. 1L has baen as
much a part of our culture (and of most pagan
cullures) as the gir we breathe, Translators hatu-
rally tead to read and interpret the Bible from the
lumework i which they lwve lived and tHwought.

Meanwhile, Christuns now trying o work
through the gctual teachings of the Bikle on the
strutegieddly important issue of man-Women relu-
lionships are thrown off course by trunslations
that may reflect more of the translator's interpre-
tations und hiases than the welual words of the
Bible,

As examples of this siteation, we have chasen
four short passages 1o show how the individual
views of translators may have influenced (he way
they translated the Bible.

In locking sl these passages, we musi consider
how faithful the (ranslations are tq the Greek
text—not whether we "'like" ar sgree with what
the manslator says. The transhulors rasponsibility
is to say neither more nor less than the inspired
wrirers of Scriplure said.

IF we really believe in the gbsolere avthority of
the Ward of Gud, wa dare not add to or subtract
from what the text says. If the text itself js
ambiguons—the meaning 15 not clear or is UPEN Y
severzl possible  inlerpretations—conscientious
translators mus! leave the material ambiguous
and open in several posdble interpretations. If
they *‘clear up" Lhe difficult section by chaosing
which mterpretaton they like best and incurpo-
rate that into their translation, are they oot clajm-
ing for themsealves the divioe inspiration that he-
longs only to the Word of God as it was priginally
“God-breathed” by the Holy Spint? If the Holy
Spinit inspired words ur thoughts that are ambigu-
ous of open (o several interpretations, should we
eltempl o0 “improve" or “clear up” what the
Holy Spirit chuse to da?

Continuand o0 next poge
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Does MaLle DOMIMARCE
TarmsH DuR
TRANSLATIONS?

tMhedivnee o whose
wowa ?

Translators may surely choose to foomote cer-
tzin sections and give possible interpretations and
even indicate what their preference is; but their
own preference should oot influence the lest it-
seff.

Let's look et four short verses thet may illus-
trate the problems involved.

. 1 Coripthians 11:3, The committes transla-
tions of this verse are clearly more faithful to the
text than the one-man paraphrases. Both Living
Letters and Good News for Modem Man have
tried to “‘clarify’ the rext by giving the trans-
lator's interpretation of the meaning of “head™—
interpretations not supported by Liddell, Scott,
Jones, McKenzie. For Greek speaking people in
Mew Testament times who had little opportunity
o remd the Greek transkation of the Old Testa-
ment. there were mony possible meanings for
“head"” but “'supreme over' or “'being responsi-
ble 10" were not among them. If the meaning of
“head" in this passage is ambgoans, we are far
safer o sbruggle with the umbiguity and caamine
ull the possibilities than to be misled aboul what
the writer originally said,

2.1 Corinthians 11:310 This s confessedly
difficult, We cannot be sure what “'becanse of the
angels'' meuns, The text does not spell out what
was the “anthanty’ ' on the head, “Val' dees not
pppenr anywhere in this chapter bur may have
been what Paul had in mind. Or it may not have
been, Should we second-guess him i the leat, or
leave the interpretations for the commentanss?

All the translations except King Jumes and RSV
add "'a sign of 7 to Lhe lext. This probubly was
what the author had in muind—but he did not say
it. Should the tranzlator do so—wilhoul indicaling
that he 15 adding snmelhing?

All the pne-man wansktions—Tavlor, Phillips,
Brulcher—added maun or husband o this pussuge
degpita the fact that "aul says nothing 2hout a man
or g hushand. (The same Greek word anér is used
both for man end husband.) The unsophisticaled

reader i: led lo think that Paul wrole about a
woman being under a man’s or her huskand's au-
thanly. If thal was what Paul had in mind, he did
nol say it. Whar Panl wrole is opan 1o several
mlerprelations, bul mosl readers of these para-
phrases will never know that; they think they are
reading @ translation of wlat Paul said, ond e
unaware they are only reading enmmentarics on
whal individun! translators think Paul meant.

1. Romans 14:1. This is inleresling because aoi
are of the translations says what Paul said. Paul
siid, 1 comunend Lo you Phoebe, our sister, a
deacon in the chiurch at Uenchrea.” Thore i no
such Greek word ws desconess, The text simply
aiyA she wis & Cdescon” The word diakonay wp-
pears 21 tumes in the writings of Paul in the New
Testwmenl. A lilerdd translalion for the word
“servant.” Paul, Timalhy, Tychicus, Epuphros,
and the church leaders in | Timothy 3.8, 12, are all
called deacons.”” The lerm is also psed of sceular
lenders in Romans [3:4,

Exactly what the rule of “*dencons™ was in the
church of the New Testwment is w subject of con.
stderanle debale among Hikle scholars. Was 11
technically a church office™ If so, at what point in
the development of the church did it become one?
Ihese wre quesbions for inlerpreters and chuarch
historians 1 deal with,

The guestion lon raslators is. How shall they
trunalate the word diskonas when il apphes 1o
Phoebe and athers such as Panl, Timathy, Apollos
and the clwch leaders in [ Thinothy 3:8, 127

Although  the King Jumes Yersion iy lesy
chauviniatic than same ather Versions, this pas-
sape 15 ong greal exception. Only in reference (o
Fhocbe does the King James rranslate Paul's wiord
ts Usarvant.” In | Timathy 5K, 12, it is translaled
“daacon’ but in &l other places the King James
uzes the tarm “‘minister.” Only of Phoshe is
Paul's word dinkonas translated “servane.”

The modern translations don't do much better,
The Hevised Standard Yerzion and Phillips apeak
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of her as “desconess although there is ao such
word in Greek. The ~iv follows King James wilh
servant” and @ [oolnote saving “deaconess.”
Good Mews [ur Madern Man uses “servant.’” bul
in this case cannot be faulted, for it always traos-
latzs diakonos as “servamt’™ or “helper —never
using “‘deacon” or *‘mindsler. :

Living Letters does the gravest injustice -lo
Phocbe. Tt translates digkonor as “deacon’™ in e
ference o the leaders of the church st Philippi
(Phil, 1:7) and of the chiurch lcaders in Ephesus (]
Tim. 3:8, 12)." In refersnce to Timothy, it trms-
lates diakonos as “pastor” (1 Tim. 4:6), Rut of
Phoehe in Romans 16:1, Living Lemers savs. o
dear Chiistiun womsan from the town of Cen-
chrea.” Reading this, no une would ever gess
that Manl called her u *“deacon Jor servanl] of the
chirch ot Cenchren.” Although in nuny pussages
Living Letters adds material in the <[Tor ta clarify
the text, in this passage il omits an important ide.

4. [ Corinthians 14: M. This is fumaliar to most
people, I is Panl’s famous commund for women
tw be silent in the church, and here, too, precon-
ceived ideas of the (ranslators sometimes come to
the foreground, adding to and interpreting Paul's
netual stulements,

This is another of Puul's ambiguous statements
He says here that women shoold ke silent in
chuiches because to speak is nol ullowed to them,
but let them subject themselves [or be in subjec-
non] just as the law says." Yet three chapters
cirlicr in the snme bouk (1 Cor. 11) Paul gave
instruclions about how women were 1o prav and
praphesy in public guthenngs,

Careful Bible scholars know that there is no O1d
Testament law that says women are not permited
ta spedk in religions gatherings or that thev should
be subordinate. Some have pointed to Genesis
316 s the law of subordination: **thy desire shall
be lo thy husband, and he shall rule over thee ™
However, this was the curse that came gs Lhe re-
sult of sin, and it is centainly questdonuble 1o weat
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ihe curse (the effects of sin) as 2 “law’" to inlen-
sily these effects and make them wurse!

What law was Paul referring tn? He may have
hean specking of some written or umwriten
Roman law, or of civil Gresk law about women
not speaking in public, or some secepted bot un-
wiitten regulation. He may have been thinking
aboul rabbinical teachings that interpreted the Old
Testament, or even aboul the regukations that he
himseif is giving about activities in the Corinthian
chirch, Mo one knows for sure what Usul had in
mind. Bul should wanslators “clear it up’' by
overlaying it with their own interpretations?

The msv handles this passage quite hiterally
The King Jumes grves a fairly literal translation
excepl that “lel them subject themsclves™ is
changed to the stronger “they wre commanded Lo
be under obedience. " The Gresk taxt says nuthing
about communds or obedience,

The rav, Phallips, und Goad News have added
their own interpretations o ““the law" by
capitalizing it—indicating that it speaks of the Old
Testament luw. The text dues not say that, Good
News adds more of the transkfor's interpretation
hy =aving, “'they must not be in churge.” The rex
savs nothung like thar

The worst additions are made by Living Let-
ters, which says, “they are ot to luke part in the
discussion, for they are subortinate 10 men us Lhe
Scnptures also declnre. " But the 1exl suys novthing
about men. The transiator is assuming that Paul
fteant men, Faul could mean subardinating (hem-
selves 1o a regulution against women speaking in
public. Living Letters also pssumes “‘the law"™
meanl the Serptures. It may: it may not. Where
lhe taxt permits more than one interpretation, the
trunslator should sty with the text.

T 15 OBVIOUS that Christians who arc serious
about studying the Bible on any subject need
1o be aware of how aasy it is for translarars to

If we really believe
In the zhsalute
authority of the
Word of God, we
dare not add to or
subrtract from what
the text says,

m'. 3 g 3 '..:I". e

Engllsh .

T
x

ore G

But | wish veu oo underrznd that
valille ey s pes CRiRst e b
Head, woman's bead 3 man, &
Croists Mred 5 Gad

Tharefcre L w 4 WL Ty T
have & sgn ot authorsy o her
nead, oit of ragard Tor L angebn

| commems to jou Pembe a
feliewy-Chinstar wim heles o On
e dorgregaficn ot Cenctrege

‘Worrent truld not gddres the
mertie Thay have no licenss =
&k, but shoold keap thelr blsce
& Ul lirae wilracts,

Eut there 5 ore Tt | owset
rernned wm) B500L it & wala ko
Serhis bo her Pustane her s
Dand s respansitle o (ved and
D=t s rapoviibiy 1o God

=0 8 wrman sk wear 8 sy
o el heaed ac g sign et ahe s
UENCRT MaE mrhor, @ fam e
MY TAE 2nisk 4o nomme znd S
1

'Impbeg

“heedy @ dewr (hrictsn womE
e e fown of Comchrese wel e
CHTENG 0 A ) e She has
werved Mg in lhe curen pgep.

Women showt Be slent dursg ta
runth ma=ings. They ¥'e nct b0
Lok part o [he d3nmmcr. or they
e whordrate ™9 men 2 Dhe
Ariptues abo cadyre

Bt | wm o ke o Ot
e heme of miery il mEn,
JEUE ] man T “head™ of e
wiTan bd God 2 e hesd ot
Cuwewe.

Fol s roem 2 Werms st o
Leir e e 2 euTend sgn
o S AR ST Wt angk
L=y

1 v s footer €2 [irodias T
7o Fhosos, our seter 3 deaones
o e e Ceva.

L veTar D6 =M in CRrTE: Sy
TR OO T B gicesd Lo s
Thay 7o e o T g
0on = T L Bl ieincts

Al 1 emmd g moomelermy ol T
(S = SgTETe T TVETY MBS,
T hsharel = spreme ouer ks
Wi are Gof & apeme over
inst,

Un zxmurs of the angels, o, §
i alosid hees 2 aovering over
P heved t show Ot she by Undie
ey umnd's authan.

| meammend o wou owr suter
Thoete, wh serves e chireh 3t
Crrrtreme

T2 worrdr shoud ke et |0
SR WEECE They are not @
Eovem? io ke 5 the lewtany Ly
8. Py eoust not ba e g,



r—————— -

Does MALE DoOMINANCE
b TaRNISH DUR
i TRANSLATIONS?

Dbhedience fo whose
word?

A good translator

L3 who tries to see
what the original

writer was saying

will then express

that as accurately as

possible in the

- Idiomatic language
of the reader. It Is at
this polnt that the
translator’'s

! preconcelved ldeas

sometimes get In

the way.

T e e —————

2 l SHEKINAH, February 1981

given in this arlicle, there are po sérions questions
about the ariginal texts.

We ull geree that a good translaton cannot be
word for word. There must beé an easy flow of
language nol pussible in word-for-word transia-
tions. But @ good translator tnes lo see whai the
nriginal writer wis saying and then express thatas
accurately as possibie in the diomutic kngnage of
the teader. [t is ot this point that the translalor’s
preconcéived idess sumelimes get in the way.

What cun the Bible student who does not know
Greek or Hebrow do o be sure he 15 Rot gemng a
translulor's additions or omissions rather than the
Holy Spirit's messageT

The answers are not easy. bul there arc some
incorporate their own sdeas info their transkalions.
This lendency hos certainly confused the |ssues
regarding women and we probably will find, as
other issues wrise, thal other confusions exist

Certmnly we should consider wvur modetn
plethora of Hikle translations & blessing. Muny of
them are remarkably easy 10 read and have a re-
fresling scnse of vitality Rt all ranslations are
human products, produced by people who, like all
of us, have unconscrous seis ol blinders. Like all
of us, bunslotors work from their own auflooks,
their own projudices. We buve wll been bent wnd
infuenced by the many forces of the sosiely in
which we live wnd by the wadidons of the
churches of which we are @ purt. Tloy 15 true of
every lronslator, every commenlator, every
prescher, every luy reader and évery swudent of
the Fikie. [lsually we are not even vaguely awarc
of our blind spats—and we all have many.

Bul valy the origingl words of the Holy Scrip-
ures can clum unigue inspirstion. Thas s why
many scholars spend their ves porng aver ald
manuseripls, comparing one with another in the
effort to come as close as pussible 1o what was the
original text of the wriongs. It is penerally ac-
knowledged that the text is well established in
moest of the Mow Testwnenl. Anrong the enamples

precautions the reader cun tuke. (1) Be awars of
the posmbility of the translation's unconseious,
biases in the words chosen. (2) I an idea ap-
peurs in & one-man ranslation (c:pecielly para-
phraszs such as Living Letters, Giood Mews fur
Modarn Man, or Phillips’s Muodern English) thar
does ot appear in most commitice translations
{EJv, rsY, NER, M1v) it 5 a lp that the idea may
represent the ilerpretation of the transhtor, This
is one reason we should read more than one frans-
lation. especially if we are Irying to study any sub-
ject in depth. (1) Never read paraphrases by them-
selves, Always compare them with at least ane
committes tranalation such as K1V, RSV, NIV, NER.

A Greek interlinear translation muy  help
readers who know nu Greek 1o evaluate whether
their ranslation stays close to the actual text.

In short the Bible s uniguely mspired by the
Haly Spirit—but the transkators are not. Lel (he
reader beware! L]

EDITOR'S FOOTHOTE i

Thie Mickeksens hava made no atlempt L Do @hastive 0
paintng out eamnples of chauvinkstic bnatations, The
Hing James Yorsion fis twisted many 2 passage Lo save
Helt arle et ols Cnavinisrie thealogy,

The Ming Jemes Verson, . for eample, reverses the
Creek order to place Aqulila berore Prisciia in deference o
tha huehard—in spite of the fact that in the bibic text,
Priscills la claary the beader (Acts 1826), In | Trmothy
211, the King lemes version Lrindates hBsyahfa "iet
e warmnan [eam in sllanes,” butawhen referring Lo men {1
Thess. 3 16), it renders tha same woin, “with guletnass
Mgy work and eat” Paatm 88:11 reeds, “great was the
curroany of those that publish the wend of the Lord” In
spite of the fact that the §lesrew (s axplictly famining:
‘great was e company of those wamen wio publish he
ward of the Loed.” Qn the ntter hand, the An comectly
e tha Faininine Jund in Fomans (67 In contrast with
mrst cantemoorery Lransdabons That with litia o no jus-
# =tion transform i abile dictu, che waman Junia.
ity tha man uniss to gyvod the uathinkable —a ‘Woman
amang the apestlesl
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31, what the people are saying 2.7

Dear Mrs, Roden,
An articte from the newspaper about

vaur chureh's belisf that the Holy Spirit

is a8 woman sparked a discussian in tha
adult Sunday School Cless | attend last
Sunday. Since none of us had consider-
el the guestion befpre our discussion
was guite genaral, Tha article mentioned
that you have both Scripturel and his-
taricel svidence tor your belief but did
nat elaborate. This s 1o reguest that
evidenoe. One ohjection that was raised
which | hope you will eddress spacitically
is this: Jesus Christ was concelved by
tha Holy Spirit, but how does this maeke
sense if the Holy Spirit (s a woman?
Kathleen 5. MeGhehey
Topeka, Kansas

Loz Moden,

I read in a newspeper about you praach-
ing that tha Holy Trinity is the Father,
Mother and Son. | am shocked that you
du blesphemy agasinst the Lord, .. You
and your followers are not Christians
but you all are fallowars of satan. So
that makas you a cult, . . JYou say that
wour  symbol will replace the Christian
cross and Jewish Star of David. How dare
you say all these things which is sgeinst
God| My femily and | wiil pray for you

and yaour followers every day till Jesus

comasl You are all doomed to 2ternzl
helll Yaur pleture in the newspaper
looks |ike you are possessed of B damon,
It's terrible to see this. . . .May God
have mercy an you all. My husband
and | @re born-ggain Christians
Mabal Wagner
Sonora, California

Mrs. Lois Roden,
Would you please sznd me soma lizara.
ture in ragards 1o yaur theory of the
Holy Ghest, | am very inlerssted. Alzo
any Hiole reterenca that you may be
eware of relating to vour thsory.
Martin Einharn
Westbrook, Connecticut

Dear Mrs. Roden,

Thara wae an articla in tha Richmond
Virginia MNewsleader on your ministry.
Being a self tsught Bible student for
sbout & yesrs your theory mads a lot of
sense. [t brought to mind a lot of Serip-
ture which docs indeed beck your

theory. | am very much interested In
finding out more information. Would
you pleasa sand me wome of your liter-
ature,
Madeline Bakar
Louisa, Virginia

Dear Mrs, Roden:
| would like to receive Your newspapar
the SHEKINAH ©n a reguiar basis. |
have read Vol. 1, No, 1 with much
interast. | am in favor of ordaining wo-
men inte the priesthood, | sm anclosing
an article showing that the early Church
had women es priests. Mrs. E. G, White,
haloved Saventh cday  Adventbt leoder
would have been greatly limited it she
had allowed harself to be dictated 1o by
the male membership of her day. Keep
up your good work. | am praylng for

you.

Bithop Terril O, Litrall, D.D,
Sovaraign Ordar of Saint John of Jeru-
salem, Knight of Grace
Clevaland, Tannastes

SHEKINAH,
Upan raading a back issue of your maga-
zine, | am most interested in subscribing
to it. Plesze put my nama on your mail-
ing list and send along any information
about subscription faas, sre. Thank you
far your inspiration and accessibiliog.
Diana Mance
Austing, Texas

[Daar Sir,
Manwas made after God and woman was
mede after man. The Holy Biols tells
that & woman should keep her mouth
closed snd if sha warts to know any-
thing tha showld a5k her husband, SHE-
KiMAH 15 of the Deuil, =a my Biklz 12lls
me. . . Pleasz do not send me any more
of this junk mail. | felt the Davil mear
when | saw this oepz. a8l | cen sy is
God help vou. Answer rafused
Oryille O, Calking
Long Beach, California

Dear Sirs,

Thank you very much for ths copy of
SHEKINAH which wyou ssnt 1o the
Texas Collection ol Baylor Unwersity.
We would apprecizte vary much receiv
ing this publication as It comes out. This
type of material will be uf great value 1o

.

fulure generations of researchers io

throw light on the age in which we are
now living. . . Thank you very much.

Virginia Ming

Head of Public Services

Baylor Unlversity

Waco, Texas

To Loiz Aoden:
| read in the paper that you beliava the
Haly Spirit (s a waman. | do too, ba-
cousa God rovealed it to moe when | was
in trowshlr, | think it anly makas aRnse
because when you consider the birth of
Jdasisr tha Bible says tha Halby Spirit
shadowed Mary. Now | think over shadow
mueans o look atter and help and who
would be in a hatter positlon o help a
woman than snother woman, Besides
whan we consider Ristory, who hurt the
waoman 5 the comforter of the Tamily,
uf the club, of the nation? | would lika
to receive your Bible referonces on this
{Huoly Spirit is feminine) by return mail
a5 | would like to bulld my falth on this
subject. Sincarely yours. Your brather
in Christ,
Walter J. Johnson
St. Petarshurg, Flarida

Dear Mrs. Roden:

Wa have recelved, unsolicited, a copy of
the newslatter SHEKIMNAH. | am not
sure how vou abtained our carporation's
namsa to DE put on your mailing list, but
| would reguest thet our name be re-
maved fram your mailing list. Coinci-
dentally, | am pgersonally complating
masters degras level wark at. . .Beminary=
im. . .Okio. This seminary has quite a
numoer of women who are pursuing
rnasters dagrees, either MLA. or Master
of Diinity. Howsvar, none of them
whaom | have talked with, while we may
dizagres gbout the sxact place thar a
temale may have In terms of ordinalion
10 the pastoraie (etc.). . .have gone 19
surh extraordinary lengths which you
and your paper have |n which you say -
that the Trinity is compased of the
Fathzr, the Maothar and the Son ar that
tha Tialy Spirit is of the ferminine gun-
der. | will not attampt ta give all of the
arquments  as to why, linguistically
sueeking (based on my three years of

Sze LETTERS, page 27.
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oshawa this

weekend
LETTER

Solwrdey Novembar 2 1680

‘Satanic decoy’

Vo the editor:

1 rend wilh kesn Interest Lha narticle
reparding the Davidians maying tha Haly
Spiril Is female (Oshawa This Weekend, Nov.
&) and 1 hope you will grant me the same
privikege to defend the masculinity of the
HU'}' Sjlll'i-l.

To begin with, the Davidins did nol quole
one Bible lext in support of their belief, Is this
dhue Lo luck of knowledge?

I persooslly view Lhls aw & chenp o=ck at
the loundation of the Chrotien [aith and
chenper still, they want lo cest s dull slvr on
the nome Sevenlb-Day Adventist [ know for
sire Lhis s nol ao Adventist doctrine

Thin iden bas been o droilstion for mamy
centuries but Lhere s an expls nabion.

In thd Aramaie pod Hebrew langueges, the
word for spirit or ghost la feminioe gender,
tm mumy wrilers of ancienl lmes project
the [eminine principle, In the book The Gospel
Acvording to Lhe Hebrews (o, Hamack,
History of Dogma IV, 300 Hervieus, Tha Naw
Tislumenl, Apocrypra  p. 132, Hastings
Dictionary of the Bible Tabor) Tha cam-
menlpry on the Apocalypse of tha Rlesesd
John suggests Feminine.

There o uwlso n problem with the word
"shekinah’ which is leminine in Habrew, Thus
certain  non-Miblical writers project the
‘shekinah’ a5 the female manifestation of God
inman.

1y the New Testamenl sen=s, the ‘shekinah’
{s the glory emunating Irom God. Majer
trends in Jewish Mysticism and Grosticlem,
Merkabah Mystciem and Talmudie tradition
reporl What the "abekinah’ wae senf [nts axdls
on Adam's fall nd the purpaess of the Torah b
Lo lead the ‘shekinah’ badk to God.

In Talmud Shebbath 558, Bereshitch Rabha
98, 4, the goddsss Pertunds s presider over
the marriage eoonech.

Az n Chriztiap, [ cannot go along with these
of Chrie mmm
“;dsm my belief on the fallvwing Bible
The Apastle John clearly slaled thet il wee
the spirit of Christ to whom God spoke at
creation (.n, 1:1-8). “All Lhings wers mads by
Him, and withoal Him wes ot anything made
that wag made.

The came Holy Spirit Eravellad sdith the
children of lsrpel through the wilderness
“And did all drink the zama epiritus) drink,
for they drenk of that spiritual rock thab
Tallowed them, and that rock was Christ (1
C%I'&:H}.

same Holy Spirft was in the prophets
“Of which salvalion Ihe prophets have

oshawa this week COLUMN

OSAAWA THES WEEX, Wednesday Destmber 3, 1550

Letters to the editor
are provocative

emall-seale religious conlroversy.

“ur be it from this corner Lo decry the crxs
cammercial explottation of the achitrarily-
sel anriversary of what s, o Clristians, e
second-most important event i mankind'a
history. W's a Lhemwe thal's been Jove to
death, wilhoul the fevered hucksterism
showing the slightest {1 health

{IU's alsy unwise to bite the hond which
feeds. Wilbowl revenue, you can't pay
salaries, and without advertising, you doo't
RAVE & NEFTRADT.

(Bul the more ads there are, tha more
pages Lhare are for us to fi1]. Thanls Lo the
Yuletide fever, September 1o December oo
stesdy climb in voluwme st OTW. And wedon't
have tha handy anset of wirecopy La fill (hose
pages — it ell has lo be dooe PFrom scrateh,
Orver the nexl few weakn wa'll b scratehing
pretty hard.

(But [ digress, | make the point only to
underline the faet that Chrietmps has become
to me a blessed eveat largely inasmuch & i
means Lhe end of this long haul.)

Christmas musl, however, have managed
to retain ils original significence for maay
(shewans, judging from the responss [hesa
last two weeks 1o an articie by reporter Terry
Sleele. [l concerned a small oif-shoat of the
Spvenlh-Dey Adventists called the Branch
Davidlans, whe belleve the Holy Spirit to be

female.
That arficle, Moaling innocucesly n the

psually placid backwaters of the Church
Page, hus geoeruled as much madl from
readers us did Lhe entlre municipal election
compaign, To say thal mall bas also been
more passionule and better-infomed might
bty b Tabar h paint,

W's been & cliche that polifics, rellgicn and
sax are tha threa loples moat Hicely o erante
an argumeant, Newspapers can generally only
count oo the lust oné o creste amy ez
cltement

The gender of o member of twe Holy
Trinily, bowever, i a sormewhat arcans point,
Chances ara it haa navar crossed the minds of
pine of any given 10 Santa Claws Parude-
walchers, Bul lbe reaction lo the Hranch
Davidians proves thers are many readers
who've never subeonsciously let Christmas
bevome Xmas.

And this lustration of the conllauiog
aurvival of religious beliefs in nol isolated to

ingmired and ssarched diligently, the spril of
Chriel whirh was in them did shgnify when
testified badorehand the sufferings of Christ
mdulhe glory hay sheadd follow," (1 Pel. 1
1611}

Christ referred to ks is-gwelling spirit a5
the “Father', “The wards thal I speak onin
yon, | vpeek oot of Mysalf, but of the Facher
thai dwelleth mMe" (JIn 14: 100,

Chris| afweys referred to the Hely Spirit aa
“He" or "Him" and Christ sheuld mosr for
the Holy Smril was [ Him. “Even the spirit of
truth Whom fhe warld canmot receive berauss
it peith Him mot, nelther Imoweth Him, bol ve
know Hirm, for He dwelleth wilh you and shall
ke in you'™ (Jo 14:17).

In His departdng words of comfort, Janm

s&id "Howbell when He the spirit of trulh ia
come He will gudde you into all ruth for He
shall not spazlke of Himself, but whalsoryer He
thall hasr, thet shall Ha spaak sand Ha wil]
show you things b come'” {Jn. 18-13),

The movemen! {Braoch Davidizn] might
:ntha:‘mirﬂupln}rtﬂtitsud- ¥ is & Salenic
By,

The Clristian ship i8 heading fnto rough
sbip. But 1 know [or sure that the Holy Spirit,
the Numbar One Caplain of the universa, will
tzke the thip safely into port.

Philip Chrng,
ahawa
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Letters

Greek in the New Testament as well 25
classical), except to say that | am fully
comvinced that your approach s not
only wrong but borders on hlasphemy,
| read the article entided. “Women's
Right to Preach the Gospsl” by Melody
and Keith Gresn. | would be willing to
grant the interpretation made by them
with respact to the distinction betwean
s woman  having suthorlty 1o preach as
opposed 10 a woman also being tha
pastor of a church (i.e., so long as tha
woman wha would occasionally praach
is ultimately under the headship of an
educationally qualificd male. . ). How
Bver, | cannot go along at all with
redefining the Trinity, espacially since
God is spirit and tha use of the mascu-
line gender for Father and Son in Greek
and the use of the nauter gender in New
Testoment Greek with respect to the
Huly Spirlt are terms which are not, in
their context, indicative of one’s sexual
eguipmant or indicative of some alleged
wasknoss uf withar mantality ur dispesi-
tion that many men hove in a higated
tashlon ascribed to women in general. | |
Mirshall 1, Plarson 111

Akron, Ohia

Ae: SHEKINAH
Please udd wur Libracy to your malling
list. Thank yau sincerely,
Inelde Christlanson
Periodical Department Supervisor
Loma Linda Univarsity
Loma Linda, California

Dear Mra, Redan:

I have been receiving your hrachures for
several years regularly, but | have not
responded bul once. | feel that it is time
fur you to hear frem me now. | have
vital infarmation of which vou may, or
may not ba interested in. In your April,
1880 brochure, “8y His Soint. it states
that you had a fireball of dirsct revels
tion that the Holy Spirit is our Heavenly
Mother, According Lo information that |
have in my possessicn, which has taken
me twelve years 1o eollect, it was indaed
a ravelation from our Divina Meather
{Binahl, the Hely Spirit Herszlf. Beinga
waoman rayzelf, | g delightad that vou
are introducing the warld ta  their
Mather. For thoussnds af years we have
lwved in & Matherless home; or wo tha
majority thoupht. You hasve taksn a3
crosi-section of the writings of scholars
both ancient and modern, from differ

compiled for those who are inlerestad
1o study. | also have followad this path.
| havs sesrchad for many yeers, in many
writings, including WISDOM of the agas
from the “beginning” to the “end;”
better known a3 " AGELESS WISDOM."
| hava been schoaled in ageless wisdom
for the lest twelve years, end | have
fourtzen diplomas (certificates). | am
now in the middle of the tifthtesnth
grade {courss), and | have only scretched
the surtacs of this hidden wisdam, “But
we speak the wisdom of God in a mys-
tery, aven the hiddan wisdom, which God
ordained before the world unto our
glory.” Cor. 2:7. Thasa secrets will not
be hidden farever, See Mark 4:21,22,
(Nams Withheld By Aequest)
Fairviaw, Missouri

Greetings, |n Jesus” Name.
First lat ma state that | have ministered
far many years thar The Holy Spirit was
the fermals portion of God. God being
tha wi-une Fathar, Mother, & Son, Sac-
and, | Hiret beard (his tdught by, | in
Waco, Texas, over 25 vaars ago. . . .we
learned much from them, and my wife
and |, together ax one, Just as Qud and
The Holy Spirit are togather as ons,
neither baing anything withowi the
other, have never cesssd to minister
THIS Gospel, and we have mever been
very far from the center of what God is
going today. . . A man it nathing with-
oul his wite, and the wife iz nothing
withnut her husband, because ONLY to-
gether are they MADE IN GODS
IMAGE, male and famala, And God is
nathing withsut the Holy Spirit, nor Is
the Haly Spirit anything without God,
. . .God bless you sll, IN Jesus’ name,
R. D. Smallridgs
Brownsville, Kentucky

Dasr Editor:

| liked your article, especially e idea
that the Truih exisied firsr and was |ster
parveriad inmi2ad of the ides thst the
pecple of God gul thesa cerverted ideas
fram pre-sxisting heathar customs and
preciices 2nd wove them into their
cuftura. . . I might mska a sungestion:
Wherever the feminine aspect of the
Godhesd is befng discussed, It seems to
me it should always be in connection
with Matinew 17:11—"He shail restors
all hings'" and that includes the rasmop
ation of the family and our Eden Home.
That it is not just thz idea of 2 faminine
Bipent of the Gudhasd, but means g

type of ona on sarth. . . .Also it sgrees
with the book | hava, printed in 1923,
that says the message of tha Mighty
Angel of Revalation 18:1 is about the
temining aspect of the Godhead, He also
brings out the idea of the Father and
Mather principlas baing mada manifest
in tha Son, the medium through which
the life forca is poursd forth to us—the
sign af the Son of man In the haavens—
the ane inwhich tha Sonafman §s pour-
ing forth from a silvar urn tha Living
Waters—Mother Love—upon mankind.
O If only every one could sas what a
beawtiful Truth this js] '
Alica Rhoods
Spokane, Washingtan

Dear Mrs. Roden,
| saw tha article on you in which you
state tha Holy Spirit is a woman. | would
love to have some of your literature an
this, | am enelosing a conple of dollars,
| will e happy to send more if yau will
tell me whot | ows. | jolned the Tth
Day Adventist Church sbaut 2% yoars
300, but | heven't attended church for
sbout 3% maonths, One of the reasons is
that after the 4th {or Gth or Gth) lac-
ture on rules and regulations for women
Inoneg for tha men) | got a little dis-
couragad. Anything you can do 1o con-
vinee i tha Haly Spiilt is o woman
{the Bible rafers 1o the Haoly Spirit gs
hel will make ma feel 100% better. My
church makes me feel like an object, a
sacond class cilizen rathar than a person
of worth, 8 human being. God blass you,
Murgarat Christian
Topeka, Kansas

Desr Laijs,
I was dalighted ta receive your letter of
Decamber 28th and to hear of your
plans for Including “In Whase Image” in
your magszine. That would olease me
very much, So much tima and work went
into that TV program, end although it
ran In Eauthern Celitornia several times,
| fied shways hoped for 3 wider distribu-
tlon. Your publishing of the sCript
would cartainly help sccomplish that!
« - .l am also happy 1o hesr of the
grmmwth of the movement for greater
Jwarsness of the famining espect of the
Godhzad, Kesp up the good work|
Beth Mackenzia, Producer
KMNBC Public Affairs
Burbank, California

Conlinued an next page
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Dear Mrs. Roden,
Someone has just given me the articls in
the ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL about
“The Hegly Spirit 3 Woman?" | am
praying, asking the Lord for this letter
to -reach you even though thare was no
sddress in the paper, It has besn almost
ten years now that the revelation of the
third Person being o woman In tha Trin-
ity of God has besn mada known 10 me,
| am preparing to teach and preach full
tima come springtime and | will be very
Wik ful of you will send mowe the litera
ture you have on your teachings. The
outreach will be evangelistic, reaching
our 10 people of all denaminations. Al
raady, | am wanting 1o meet you, und to
say thank you for perseverance in teach:
ing the truth.
Barbarn Towner
Santa Fa, New Mexico

Deor Friends,

Wa are attempting to make a complate
collaction of oll publicotions that relate
to Savanth-day Adventlsts, so naturally
wi would be interested in adding publi-
cations trom your group ta our collee
tion, 11 you currently have things that
you wauld be willing 1o share with us,
githar pamphlets, or back issues of a
journal thet your group issuzs, | would
really appreciate getting copies. 1t you
would be willing lo sdd our Heritage
Room to your mailing list to receive
things you may print in the future, we
would be most grataful. Thank you.

Very sincerely,
James R. Nix, Chairmean
Department of Archives
University Library
Lama Linda University
Loma Linda, Celifornia

Dear Mrs. Roden,
| was most intergsted in reeding of your
spiritual expariance cancerning the pras-
enee of Ui Fermining 52 part of the God-
haad. | feel you have found a treasure,
and | would like vary much 1o learn mors
of what was rovezled to vou. | would ba
grateful for anything you might send ma,
My best wishes for your success and fife.
2 Ronald B. Kledzik, M.D.
Virgimia Beach, Yirginis

Dear Edilor,

Thank you for providing me with Vol, |,
Mo. 1 of SHEKINAH, | would zppre-
ciste your sending me & copy of the
following issues of your publication for

our files. Thank you, Sincarsly yours,
H. J. Flarders, Jr., Chairman
Department of Raligion
Beylor University
Waco, Texas

Sirs,

| was givan a most interesting littla
nawspaper, Vol 1, Na. 1, Dec. 1980, of
BHEKINAH, to read, and rewrn, Can

you please send me 2 copy of this
pamphlet. . ..l am very much interestad
in this subjact, Perhaps you will tell ma
how to subscribe. Thank you.
Anna B, Flatcher
Wehistar, Florida

Dear Friends,

Will you kindly send me a copy of your
paper, SHEKINAH, and put me on yvour

mailing list? Thank youl
James Whitehurst
Owpartmant of Haligion
Illinois Weslayan University
Bloomingtan, Hlinois

feminist’s

THE jargon ls numhbing, and
viry American ; 3 siyle of lan-
guace which expresses inclusive-
ness with rezard to human
baings and which altiempis 1o
gxpand the range of imazes
bayond the masculine.

Whal It maang (g that Amarica’s
rellglous leaders are hewing to conslant
end growing feminist pressure, by
sxperimaniing with unisex shurch sér-
vices and prayar,

Hs an ptwmanleal drive bealng gen-
sraled by hath Reman Catholle blshops
and the HOOQ — Maetlonal dewncll of
Churches. The meovement sgprings {rom
semething which many men seidom
suspacied end ciners — Irked et saxual
equality invading every lewe]l of e,
atcatianally in  lotlsrouszly migEling
Ways — &till refuse 1o cromt

Shocked

The language o] prayer and the Bibla
tasls and ewen erodes Same women's
faith, by Impligitly shulling them oul

Oma exampla -ccéurs af one of the
mest dramatie momeniy of  Come
muinlan, whar tha priest tpzaks of
di¥lra Bleod shed, "for you ard &1 msn
s thzi sing may be forziven.

Arghaishep  Rembert  Weaklang,
chairman al the Sizhops' Liturgical
gommultes, clabms, "after haaring that,
sama femzle C:mmunizznafs have 2
vivid zenza of being excluded Il's 2
iErongE phraze. At the mement wien
they shauld be mast devatlonal, they
gan be shooked and cistractmd.’

The new phrase evolved in America

Daily Mall, Wednesday, December 3, 1920

An answer to the

prayer..?

and still to galn Vatlean sanetlon, e
‘Bhed for you and ail’

A3y Jor the Hallgnal Gouneil of
Churohes, it hes Jusl agroed lo orealn
a now lallopgry—Lhose party of the
Bilvle read In  sarvices — fhal  will
‘eliminats  sexlst relorences” (8 tha
majority of Pralestanl ohurches. Thin
new, neutral varsion will not be réeaoy
unill 1943, and churchman try 1o play
down the dagras of prosa 2GFEery
Inuodved. ‘It Iz, sziys ths commillee
dolng tha work, 'possibla ta minimise
{fhe use of ‘He' lor Qod and accept a
slyle whore one awoids pronouns.'

OFf oaurse, shookwaves stilf echo from
non=Lalin servioes for Roman Catho=
liez, and the oyntroversial, workaday
madern renderings in the Hew Enslish |
Bible. Dospite the clamour for UMEEX
worship, the American Couneil of
Churghes has refused lo linker wilh
the sntire Bible. making il 'nor-sexisl’.

Hn Unisay Jlltr.'ll'llll'lil wikiich  @Od
praschar hae lasrad at with fram Mizs
to Mt and on 1o mistakes', afects ardy
thate secllons usad at publie sarvices.

All the same. the sell-conscisusly
batancad approsch i3 @ major shill,
Surprizingly, perhaps, hundreds  of
Amerizcan clergymen, along with Sama
Rebbls, =ren'l h=zppy . .. becsuse tha
new weye Will tzha years to Dreak.

In Mew York, & ritister AZYE
Blunily : ‘This isn't a trendy revelus
tlan—Juzt the righting al 2 wreng. It
I being done timidly, ocne might say
erudzingly, &nd very fale in {he Jay.
Ghrizilan and Jewish women, pot just
extrema [eminists bul thinking f.arl_ng
people, are well awars of the mazculing

bias in worship, and It hurts them.'

SHAUN USHER

e e e e e e e T e |
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Women Seminarians Increase

WASHINGTON (UTI) — The number of women In
seminaries in the United States and Canada has tripled
since 1972, with females representing one out every five
seminary students in 1979, the Yearbook of American
and Canadian Churches said today.

The 1330 edition of he Yearbook published by Abing.
don Press for the National Council of Churches, said
there were 10,208 women In theological schools tn 1579 —
211 percent of total enrollment.

Al the same time, the Yearbook also reporied that
generel membership trends in American churches re-
mained relatively steady in 1978, the last vear for which
statistics are available,

Tatal church membership increased 0.7 percent lo
133,748,776 — close enough to the 0.8 percent mereass in
the LS. population to render the difference insignificant,
the Yearbook said.

MOST MAINLINE PROTESTANT denominations
registered losses of less than 1 percent, suggestin E the
L3-year-long membership slide of the nation's mere lib-
eral denommalions may be boltoming out.

The Yearbook, in a study on denominational swilching
written by C. Kirk Hadaway of the Southern Baptast

Convenlion's Home Mission Board, satd that 40 percent
of American Protestants indicate a different denomina-
tional preference than they had growing up.

By and large, conservative churches benefit the most
from switching, Hadaway said, While such dengmina-
Hons saffer “serious atlrilion of those who were ralsed
In the secls,” they more than make up the losses thraugh
aggressive evangelization efforts,

But liberal denominations such as the Eplscopal
Church and the United Church of Christ, which gain
many new members through switching, appear to lose
even more who leave religion entirely, Hadaway said,

“SINCE THIS SWITCHING occurs predominantly
4mOng younger respondents, it raises the possibility that
the more liberal bodies are losing the very members
that would normally be expected o produce the next
generation of liberal Protestants,” Hadaway said,

The Yearbook also reported increases in per capita
giving by church members outpaced the 1878 inflation
rate of 9 percent.

A typical member of the 42 denominations providing
slatistices in 1878 gave $176.37, compared to £159.33 for
1heia15 denominations reporting in 1977, the Yearboeok
a4l
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According Te Anclent Mosalc Evidence

Early Christian Churches
Had Female Priests

By GEORGE W. CORNELL

NEW YORK (AP)— A woman archag-
ologist who teaches at a Roman Catholie
college says a collection of phologrephs
she hus taken of ancient mosales, fres
eoes and inscriptions show there were
female privsts and blshops in the early
Christinn church,

Dorothy Ievin of the College of St
Cotherine in 5S¢, Paul, Minn., sys the
pvidence could undercut what she calls
the “pegpectable”  Vatiean srpument
spainet women's ordination — that It
goes agalnst age-old church tredition,

“Although it is nol perfectlty clear
what constituted ordination — at differ-
unl Limes — and places In the sarly ran-
tudes of the church, the archeeclogieal
evidenes shows women as recelving ordi-
nation and exercising ministry on a par
with men," she raye,

A 1977 Vatican declaration says wo-
men cannot be ordained priests becouse
they lock o phwsieal mesemblance Lo
Jasug, a man, and also because It would
be agalnst the econtinuous lradition of
the chiurch.

The difficulty with the first reason,
Professor [rvin save, &8 “‘pur inshility to
muintain & siraight face and credulity
when hearing it,”" and while the second

rersan |s “more respectable,’ it doesn’t
seem to square with the archaeological
materials,

In mrticles in the National Cstholic
Reporter, an Independent Catholic week-
Iy published in Hansas City, and in the
Witness, an Indepandent Episcopal
monthly published in Ambler, Pa., she
says the authenticity of the materials
has naver been questioned,

However, she adds lhal tlw meason
tew have beard of the old tombstone
gnd votive mscriptions “is that they are
published in scholarly booke and jour-
nals, hidden in saldom visited basements
gnd libraries,” often previously unphate-
graphed,

Among the photographs she reporis
In her eollection.

— A fimst-century fresco in & Homan
catocomb depicting a8 group of seven
women calebrating un Euchariat. Several
similar seenes from a leter date deplet
proups of seven men, she says.

— A fourth-century catacnmb fresco,
1lso in Rome, showing a woman receiving
ordinetion from a hishop,

— Numerous frescoes of women, as
well as men, dressed in liturgical vest-
ments and standing in sttitedes of Hoor-
gical leedership.

— Tombstone inscriptions of women
bishops, for example (hono) rabills
femina episcopa, “an honorable woman
bishep.”

— Inscriptiona from the Roman per-
jod on tombstones and for legal-linancial
purposes In which women bore the title
of “archisynages” (ruler of the syna-
gogue) and “presbitera” (feminine of
prashyter or pastor) — tifles used by
Jowlsh, Jawlsh-Cheistinn wnd Christlan
communities.

— A mosaic, daling probably to the
ninlh century, showing a fumale heod
with the superseription also In mosale,
“Eplscopa Theodo(ra)" or “Bishop
(famining furm) Theodora™

Profassor Irvin, whe received her
doctorate In Old Testament and wnclent
Mear Fastern archaeclogy from Tublngen
University In West Germuny, mode
many of her photographs ns & photo-
grapher for Tubingen Biblical Archae-
ologicnl Instifute.

She sayy that in some other eaples of
the origingl materials, inclusing copies
on tourist post-cards, the sex of the sub-
jects have been changed, sometimes by a
beard belng incongruously edded to the
women's faces,

THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON

CHAFTIER 10
HE preserved the frst formed

creatsd alome. and brought um out

of his [ull,

ness: and 2 standd 1
uil:‘nd pave m power to sule all T ERT G AR LIJ'IlIE].I'E'Tﬂ.a, i 51? a=ger than ell.

ERteous wnd spld,
the huzt, thar they she lorsok Lr.m i'_t" BEl SEUTErEd
him from sm: ke went down @itk

g Fer ran
3 Eul when tha untighteous mﬁut cal not o

ay {rom her in Jus anger, he k:u,cq. pot Lhe things whichk were
glzn keft beivnd lbem b h:::nr.-h-:uem

e world a.“'_;uﬁn:l.nrif.ﬂlﬁ' tn_.rblﬂ-:l-

75 30 at m TiRe IS W LErE-

o4, wisdem gp Lhey offended ther could nor s E!'m ind somer pouinsd
the that o i him: =3
erruszd him. she shewed :

Herz, amd gave him  of the dvmb, and made the fongucs

penshl!d alzs iy the fury whetesath
ke munlered his EIII:I‘thEI.'

4 [ior wkosp cavste tiee marth baing
mwned with the
agnin PI"SH'\I"ﬂ it, and diracted
coarge of the righteous im a mece of
wood of amall vahie,

& Meoreover, the nations in their
witked
el sha o
PrEICIVE
and kept
tender coinpassion o

teous, 2od
im hlomeless unto h’t‘d
m sh'm:l.sél&au:st e l
tra

]

duh:'-"'e:td ihe
fled Froom the
upon the five |:|1.1l:!s-

teous mnm; who

end made

Bl ik e wante Brd That smdk.
5 day the waste lend that =
w’hﬁ of the world, that was etk i3 8 festimony, sod nlomis besar-
ing froit that p2yer fOme 10 Ipe-

muﬁh as be L.il.{ Sl
¢ Bot wizicm delivernd fvm paim
thoze that attended

10 When the niphlepus
nlai:u::r l.ll.uf:rhru"f el g hrother's wrrih, she .:m'h'rt jm

in right pathe. shewad Him The

gom of (yml, and cave 1'L1.I'_".|. k:ll:lT— petizn that oppresse
g ol fofy thices, ma rich

coemmics, and kept

ing aot wisdom, ihey Yheo the 12

uooa Ber, m be
af from  perpetual glory,

16 She e

12 Sha d.g:tj_d-ﬂ kim fromy Kiz rhem in & marvellons way; and wies
sace from  unte them for a cover by day. end &
those thar ey in Wit oo 1ig 2 supe  fighl of atacs i the niaht season;

conflict she pave him ihe mtury
illas prmn fhat he might kngw thal sodliness zea. and led them (brough much

18 Broughr them through the Red

waler:

12 Eut she dmwpml et coeincias,
and cast them un cul of the borlom
of the dzep.

20 Ther-lore the rightea:s qpaﬂed

Aod let bim pet in beeds, tll  the umeodiv. aad ﬂmised éuﬁ
gt mm the szeplre of the mome, O Tand, and magnd

thosa ome ccord thine hand, thnk I'uuxht
far them.

for them
21 For wizmivm opendal the mouth

of them that cannot speak eloagent.

Ehe :sr__r.n_m] the richtasu
penpie and hmehaé Si.i!'.l’ﬁf romn the -
tered inin the soul of the (/_
ails, and mnlz:u*d L‘Ir rmrant :3.[?1?12! thl i and withstood C/__/\))I
hen th= regmily periensd, she fmf ol his liboura, a;;;d_ful kings in wonders and ’ S
1l In the covelouseess d‘aEr“E:::ij £ign

ra which fell down  pppreszed him she stecd '1r Rrrﬂt’&ﬂ to the ﬂ:h!ms g
E

och. rewnrd of therr [abomers,

i

e St




S S

e

~

=

by

SHEKINAH, Febriary 1951 _31

THE DEMVER POST  Fri,, Feb. &, 1981

Opposition to Clergy Women Declines

EDITOR'S NOTE: Al-
thongh women ferm Lthe
backbone of Ameriea's
churches, they have begun
ooly recently to be accepied
for ordination within  Lhe
Christlan communpity. But
times are changing, pollsier
George Gallup Jr.  says.
Evep withio the U5, Roman
Catholle Church, which has
adamantly held ool against
the ordination of women,
lhere has beem a steady [f
stow decling of hotdeore op-

position.

« Thomas Wolle

The secuplancs of wamen
for ordlniation  within  the
Chrislisn  communily 15 3
growing reality that even the
moHl, conyervalive slemenls
are Anding hard to resist.
We have noled Lhe steady
decling of hardeore opposi-
tion within the U5 Homan
Calholie Church — a decline
of 10 percent from 1974 to
%7

Also, during this time
frame, the Kpiscopal Church
voted to ordaln women Lo
the office of clergy, a signili-
cant step when one consid-
erg Lhe cauliousness of the
Anglican tradition and the
risks to ils longlime connec-
bona  with Lhe Orihodox
churches. For many years
both the Orlthedox and the
Roman Catholic cormmuni-
Lies have looked upan the
anglicans as the “hridge
church™ Lo world Prolesiant-
ism, with Roman Calholics
especially alert to the role
Anghcans played in inter-
preling the “catholic experi-
ence,'”

FROM NEW TESTA-
MENT limes to {he present,
the role of women has been
essenlial to the growth and
expansion of plobal Chris-
lianily., In recent  {allup
studies, we see the leader-
ship of women in secular as-
signments o be on the in-
CTEAEe.

In facl, vne ol (he most
dramatic trends in publc
opinion in the Csllup Poll's

4l-year history is the phe-
nomenal growih in the per.
cent of Americant who say
they would have no objection
to voling for a woman for
president of the Uniled
alates. *

In 1457, only one person m
three (31 percent] would ac-
cept tbe presidential candi-
dacy of a female; loday Lhal
ligure is 73 percenl. Another
survey resull shows thal sev-
en in 10 Americans believe
th- nation would be pgov
erned ax well, or better, o
more women held political
affice.

It could be argued that
women have earned & for-
mal, officlal role in our
churches, In mAny t.‘DﬂH]‘E—*
gations aver the years wom-
en have been Lhe hackbone
of organized religion In
America. All of our sludles,
surveys and polls support
this fact: Women are more
religious than men, hold
their beliels more firmly,
praclice Llheir failh more
consistently and work more
vigorously fer the church.

It Is not Wogical to con-
clude 1hat o women in any
given church were to lose in-
terest or become disheart-
ened and drop out, that par-
ficuiar church woonld nol
anly lose its vitality but be in
real danger of losing its fu-
tlure,

By large majorities, wom-
en not only make up the bulk
af membership in Lhe
churches of America bul, by
far, attend m lhe xreatest
numbers. ‘They heve ihe
highest confidence In the in-
stititional church, bold relig-
i leliefs o b very ime
portant'” and believe,
pgainst other trands and atti-
tudes of our Fociety, thal
“religion as 4@ whole is in-
creasing its  iafluence on
American life.” IT that noe-
tion, or belief, continues in
North America, it may well
be that the women in the
Christlan church have been
largely responsible for iis

SUCCEss,
IT IS5 mteresting o note

that the two Christian bodies -

resisting lhe ordinalion of
women, e Orthedox and
the Cathalic, have continued
ta have the highesl percent-
age of women in altendance
during an average week of
any af the denominalions, 38
percent  female versus 51
percent male in the Catholio
Church, and, n the Urtho-
dox, a staggeriag T1 percent
femals to 39 percent male.

The sociely ln which we
Uve is dependent on the veb
unlesr wiforts of iy mam-
bers, and we note in our sur.
veys that women are tha
hackbane of volunteer setivi-
ties.

Statisties reveal that
women from educated back-
Ervﬁ;wk!. 3 years and older,

g in the South and West,
resuling in cilles of a halt
milllon or more, married
and  whe consider Lhem-
selves to be evangelleally in-
clined, lead the way in chari-
Ly and sceial service. .

WHEN THIS INFORMA-
TION I5 linked to our sur-
veys, which state thal some
40 million adults consider
tnemsalves o he evangeli-
cal, and since Uis group is
the fazigdl growing in the
United Slates, we feel canfi-
dent [ expeciing a4 new
surge for the Chrislisn come-
munity — in growth, in so-
cial and rivic impravement
and in'a relurn to the values
nf hama, marriags and pub-
lic responsibility,

The fuhme of the church
will reze or fall on iis success
with young poople, and a
comiinuing flow of informs-
lion tells gs that the follow-
ing «characterisbics are
promicent among AMEeTican
vouth:

—A strong desire Lo live a
zood life and an awareness
al lhe need Lo grow spiritual-
ly; :

—Sensilivity to injustice
and concern over lrends

toward immorality -in soci-
aty,

—Eagerness for change
and innovation, lrue charac-
terigtics of youth;

—Interest in a fife of ser-

vice,
—Influgnee of religlous
falth In terms of pravidimg
guidance, comfort and inspi-
ration as well as providing
restraint and =ell-control in
personal conduct,

This forward-looking
trand s slso seen n Lie at-
Lutdes of young adults toward
I ordination of women,
While Lhe majarily of main-
line  churches endorse
female clergy, the conserva-
tiwe wings of Judatam, Lulh-
erapism and Eastern Ortho-
ey remain in oppostlicon,

The largest Christian body
to resist lhis change, ag we
have noted, is the Homan
Cathabic Church, Pope Paul
V1 issued a declarnlion in
1877 denying women ordina-
lUon Lo the priesthood — a
decres supported by the ma-
jurily of Calholies wmo Lhe
Unlled States, Filty seven
percenl of the nalional Cath-
olic population voiced disa-
greement with the proposal
that wornen be ordained,

The response was nearly
reversed, however, when
those under 30 were sam-
pled. Fifly-four percenl
stated they would faver the
arfination of women to the
office of priesthood. Again,
college-educated single peo-
ple living in the West wers
strengest in their support of
L vhangs.

The wouthful Prolestant
counlerparts — those under
50 — were overwhelmingly,
in favor of women's ordina-
lian. Those i the 1E-M age
group had the highesl per-
centage W [aver — B per-
cant — of any group save the
Presbylenans, who favored
women's ordination by 56
percent.,




L # 32 SHEKINAH, February 1981

Fabrudry 2, 15831

Texas grandma claims

Holy Spirit feminine

By ARNIE HAKAES
Times siafl
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G, L. FRoberts high sachool

T rha Hialy Spirt was o thal
i —
{eminlne rfnrm,"' ahis gald.

“Now we have Lbe
famnily, God the [ather, God th
Son and the Holy Spirlt s
Molther Eg.ri."

Thel balied did not =il well
with the Seventh Day Limt
E:umh h.“hlu she once

L ?m:l. ghe says shie wis
dinfallows bipped.

Soce then, sbe mnd bar
lollowers belong 1o their own
— Branch Davidien,
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Lok Rodan's Radio, Television & Lectura Schadula l
Imroducing the Holy Spirit Mother

Radio Talk Show

Feb. 1, 1281

Interviewed by Rabert Mendanhall

Statlon KSUC
Southern Adventist College
Keene, Toxas

Baorden Echonl
Scarberough, Ontario, Canada

Uk rainian Auditorium
Tarcmia, Cenads

Radia Talk Shaw
Intervlewed by Steve Bender
Statmon CHEW

Kitchener, Ontario, Canada

Redio Talk Show
Interviewed by Gord Tasutuk
Station CHOO

Ajex, Dmtario, Canada

. L. Roberts Schoal
Oshawa, Ontario, Canada

Feb. 2, 1981

Fab. &, 1281

Feb. 20, 1831

Fag. 25, 1281

Feb, 27, 19317

Consstoga Inn
Kitchener, Omarle, Canada

Redia Talk Show
Interviewed by Andy Barrla
Station CFRE

Teoranto, Canada

T.W. Talk Show — “Focus on Beyond”
Imterviewad by Dale Barpes

Channal 47

Taoronto, Cansds

T.V. Talk Show Intervlaw
CHED Television
Kitchanear, Omtario, Canada

TW. Talk Shinw [rizrvizw
Kingston Channel
Kingston, Ontarla, Canada

T.V. Talk Shaw Interview
CNE-TV
Toronto, Canada




