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The Ordination of Women
in the

Early Church: Our Right to Know

by Dorothy Irvin

The Vatican "Declaration on the Ordination of Women
to the Priesthood" issued in October, 1976, hag, like most
statements eoming from Rome, served the valuable purpose
of letting us know what points the controversy will hinge
vn. Although its formal purpose is to squelch definitively
any thaughts anyone might have in that direction, ils actual
result is to set future debate (which it has certainly arousad)

Darathy vl received her doclors dégres in Ihedlogy lrom tha
Cathollc Theology Facully ol Tubingen Universily Germany, with
spaclalizution In Old Tesmment and sncignt Hear Enstarn
prohaenlogy. Sne 8 curmently on iha feculty ol the Theology
Daperiment, College of 5t Calherning, St Paul, Minn. erc ls availeble
lor slide-lgctures on women's crolnabion in lhe safy church,

on the footing of now-we-know-where-we.stand,

Whether this Is the conscious Intentlon of Roman state-
ments | canmat say, although a glunce backward at ‘Hu-
manze Vitae" and even farther at "Veterum Sapientia'’
leads me to belleve that this is the curiously inveluted Ro-
man way of taking a step forward, while meeting the needs
uf both conservatives and liberals 2t ance.

Cnce the points we were to debate had been announced,
Artene Swidler &nd Leonard Swidler tock the next step of
organizing the apposition in the form of 3 valume of essays
commenting on individuzl phrases of the statements { Bo-
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THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN

[n the Book of Jeremich, Chapter 44, we have s confronta.
tlon between the prophet anid the people of Judah, his Tellorw-
mlugees In Egypt, over the worship of a heathen deity, namely
the queen of heaven. Just who was this queen of heaven lo whom
the children of Judnh o vebementy pledged themselves, as Te-
corded In verse 17 of the Chapter? “gul we will cerlginly do
whatever thing goeth forth put of our vun mouth, lo bum -
cense unta the gueen of heoven, ond o pour aut drirk of ferings
unto her, oe we hate dans, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our
princer, in the citics of Judeh, and In the streats of Jerusalem: far
then had we plenty of vicluals, and were well, and sow no anll y

Faphael Patai brings out sumething of the prabable identity
of Lhis queen af heaven In his book, The Hebrew Goddess, pagd
268 [Avon), "We know that, following their penatralion of
{anaan, the Hebrew tribes adopled revaral local gods, or deitics
who held sy fn peghbaring countrias, among tham Lhe god-
desses Asharh, dstarte, and Aneth fealled the Quean of Heoven),
This was hitterly denounced by Biblical gu thors and fobeled as
‘wwhoring after forelm gods.” What, in fuct, took place in the
purly Israsiite period was on fnearporation of Canganife podt and
gaddassas inlo the, _religion of the Hebreas,™ A

The history of Tsreel shows that whepever they were without
divine leadership or without the Sanctuary (the cenler of thelr
worship), they lended Lo revert ta the worshlp of the gods of Lhe
natiane pround them. Uhis can readily be seen [rom the case in
guestion. Jerusalem hed been besieged and the Temple destroyed
by Mebuchadnerzsr some yeas before. A similar situstion
developed after the ten narthern tribes, under the leadership of
Jereboam, seceded from the remainlng two tribes, Judah and
Benjemin. In omder to keep the people away from the Temple and
the Lrue worship In Jeruealem, Jerehoam set Up &0 gllernative or
counterfeit system of warship within the borders of the nontkern
kingdom (3ee 1 Kings 12}

Webster's deflnition of a counterfelt, as “u copy ar imitation
pastad s genulna with (ntent fo defroud, ™ poses TWO guestione
1, Of what was this gueen of heaven, recorded By Jeremish, &
capy? 3. Why were Jeremlah's fellow-countrymen =o easily duped
Into eceepting the counteriait o the real thing?

In answer to the Orst guestion, Alexander Hislap, in-his
book, The Two Babylons, pages 307.309, gives us same lasight.
“That Semiramis, under the name of Astarts, wos worshigped nat
gnly a5 an inpgmafion of the Spiril of God, bul o5 the motherof
mankind, we hote vary cleor ang sgifsfortary evidence. . . Eaml
umis, being deified a3 Asfarfe, come [ Be roised to the highest
fonours. . .almibuted fo e Godhecd, to identify har, under tha
name af the Mother of the gods, with thot Divine Spint, witheut
whose agency na ong sen be bom @ child of God. . . [Hence, ol
the charocter atiributed to the Grecian Minervg, 1ohose name
Athana. . .is only @ syaoaym for Sellis, ke well-Enawn gama of
the Assyrun goddess. , . Athene. is unipersaliy Rnown of the
‘gaddess of wisdom,' . . . The rame Artarte signifiss alse the
‘Maker of investigations. and in this respecl Lus spplicablz o
Cykale or Semiremit, o8 symbolzed by the Dove. .. _Semiramis,
then, os Astarle, worshipped of the dote, was regarded as the in-
cgmation of the Spirit of God. . . .As Hagl, Lord of Hegven, hod

iy vaible emblam, the sum, §o she, s Beltis, Queen of Heaven,
must fave hers also — the moon, which in anothar renie Wwus
Asht-lort¢, The maker of raveiutons; ... "

The answer to the second quastion becomes understandable
when we cansider tha fact that the Hebrews Wi dpily confront-
od with the femining mpect of God by many of the sy mbols used
in their worship services. The ward Elohim, showing plural Gods,
conveyed the ldea of both fhe fominine and the masculine aspects
of the Codhead, Terms such as Holy Spirit (lLu'sh ha-Kodesh),
Shekingh {Shekhinah or Malkhut}, Sabhath {4hubbat) and Law
(Torsh), were all feminine tarms, wsed In connedion with the
Sanctuary, |tsslf bearing the feminine gendac. '

In the name Malchizedek, with whom the Hehrews wene
{amiliar from the tima of Abrubam, wa fiad the combinalion of
two lisbews words: Meichi — king of queen, and zedak — o femi-
nine noun for righteousness. Hence, the descriptiona reluting to
Melchizadak, “priest of the Most High God," “withaut father,”
with no “beginning or ending, " deseribe o mimber of the God-
head with #Whom the Hebrews were, mare or less, wall wegualntad
— the originyl Queen of Heaven,

[n the book of Revelation, by the Apostle John, wa find a
description of just such a Queen pictured In Henyen, “And there
appeared a graal wander fn heaven; o MmN clothed with fhe.
sun, gnd tha moopa under har feel, und upon her hoad a crown of
twelpe stars” (Rev. 12:1). Nate Lhe crawn, showing her royal
authority and, also, the place (Heaven] where she | pletured o8
havisg that sulhority. In the Psalms we have another piciure of
ihjs same woman., “Thy throne, O God, b for gver and ever: the
seeptre of thy kingdam & a right scepira. .. upon tiy right huand
did stand the quesn in gold ef Ophir™ (Psalma 45:6,8) Henry
Halley glves this commeni on the lalter seripture. “Bearing the
pome of Gud, seatad on an Plernal Throne Tt may, in port, have
reforence (o David or Svlomon, Bul some af itz slafements are
whinily ingpplicchie fo either, or fo any othar human soversign’
(Aidle Handbook, puge 192, Billy Crakam Crusade Edilion
Comment on Psalms 45). John sees not anly the woman oF
queen in heaven bul he, slza, observes ‘o greal red drogon™
(Rev. 12:3) which he terms “that old serpent, called the Devil,
gnd Sglun” |verze ) waiting fo devour the child that the wo-
men is expecting. And afl this, took placa in Heaven es is shown
by the fact that the devil wes not cast out of Heaven o earth
until sometime after hiz war with Michsel, whom many Bibla
schplars associste with Christ, the child which this worsn
brogght forth.

Some interpret this woman to represent the Church. And
gikers heliave that she s gone other than Mary, the mother of
Jesus, proceeding, therslore, to place lhe title, Queen of Hes-
ven, upen her. Both schools of thought may he ght, in & sense;
but, in tha Henvenly setting, as seen by John, wa have a degper,
vel higher megning than we might, heretefore, have understoed.
tole Jesus’ words to His disciples: “Who &5 my mother? and whe
are my Arathren? And he (Jesus) stretchad forth hiz hepd foward
his disciples, and said, Behald my mather and my Arethren! Por

Continued on page 18
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Contintied from page 1

men Prieste: A Catholic Commenlery on the Votican
Declaration, Paulist, 1977). Subsequently the Women's
Ordination Conference tonk up its "Second Argument Pro-
ject," collecting signatures and theclngical materizl to
counter the statement’s argument thal priests must neces
sarily be males in order Lo present the image of jesus as 2
male. The difficulty of dealing with this argument bagins,
| think, with aur inability o maintain a straight face and
sober credulity when hearing it, and this loses us several
points in the opening round.

A more respectable Issua is the stalement’s contentinn
that to ordain women would be against the tradition of the
Church: “The Cotfiolic Church has never felt that priestly
ar eplicopal ardination con be volidly confermed on women
. by colling only men o the priestly order and minisiry
i its true sanse the Church intends to remain faithful lo
the type of ordained ministry willed by the Lord Jesus
tihrist and carafully muintaied by the Apastlas. "

This assertion has been countered so far by the ex.
tromely weak argument that tradition shoukd not be per
mitted (o be pormative on this point, which is reslly unly
the simple and inadequate appeal 1o justice of tha have-
nots against the haves, a technique seldom effective in any
pealm — certainly not amang Christians.

And it would be a shame 1o abandon Lradition here, for
all along our suspicions shauld have been alerted by the
stalement's use of such words as "never” and “only.'" Be-
hind such absolutes are sure to lje motives which narrow
the breadth of our history to what is “desirable’ today;
the scope of Christian traditlon should not be gauged by
the wishfulness of the presonl clergy.

For several yoars before the appearance of the statement,
| had been trying to ascerlzin the breadth of Chrislian 1rad-
itlon In the matter of t9e minisiry of women in the early
Church. Given a fitst impatus by Joan Morris’ careful his-
tory uf women in high ecclesiastical office in the Middle
Ages, (The Lady Was g Bishop, Macmillan, 1972) | put my
background in ancienl near eastern archacology and icon-
agraphy to work in the area of early Christian archzeology.
This is not the place to survey the material which, as | dis-
covered, is known, but | would like 1o try here 10 answer
the first question generally asked when | have presented
this marerial in the form of 2 slide lccture, and that is “Why
haven't we heard this before?™

Although it is not perfectly clear what constituted ordi-
nation at différant times and places in the carly centuriesof
the Church, the archaenlogical svidencs shows women 3s re-
ceiving ordination and exercising ministry on 2 par with
men, however uncerrain and varizble wa know Lhe latier to
have been. The archacological materizl confirms many of
the writlen sources. The archaelogical material is of the
fallowing types: '

® lmuriptions from the Ruman period, from lemb-
stomes ar for legal-finzncial purposes, which name women
wha bore the titles erchisynogogos “ruler of the synagogues;’
“mother of the synzgugue’ and presaifera, the feminine of
nreshyler. These titles were used by |ewish, jewish-LChris
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Hlahop Theodors

tian, and Christian communities. We have inscriptions of
the @ame lype giving man these titles, as well as burial in-
scriptions of tha wives of men who have such titles. Thesea
have a different form from the inscriptions In which the
waman hersalf bears the title.

® A fresco, dating to the end of the first century, in a
Homan catacomb, which depicts a group of seven women
celebrating a Eucharist, Several similar scencs from a later
date deplct groups of seven men.

® A fourth century catzcomb fresco, also in Rome,
Jiows & woman receiving ordination from a bishop. | do
nat know of any scenss of the ordination of a man, al-
though 2/l agrae that men were ordained at this period.

@ Many frescoes of women {as well as men) dressed in
liturgical vestments and standing in attitudes of liturglcal
lzadership,

@ A moslc, dating probably to the ninth century,
which shows a female head with the superscription, alsa in
mosic, Epicops Theodofra), “Bishop {femining] Theo-
dora.” She wears a coif, indicating that she is not married.

@& Tombstone inscriptions af women bishops, for ex-
zmple (hond)robiliz feminag ‘episcope, an “honorable wo-
man bishap.”

Although we have information from early texts that
certain heretics, in particular Montznists, ordained women,

| | do not have any material which is to be identified as

Montanist. In view of the unpoiemical nature of the six
typas of sources mentioned abova, in conbrast for example
to texts which oppose the ordination of women, these
saurces must be taken very serlously.

Caonflnued nexl page.
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Although thisispot the place for a study of thaaitermpls to
interpret, of woretimes, 0 INETPIGE AWaY, this evidence,
the reason why We haven't heard of it beforc is closely re-
fated 1o the necessarily rather brief history of 1s interpre:
1ation. Most of this material has been known 1971 only abaut
a hundred years or less, with the axception of the Bishop
fheodora mosaic which | suppose has always becn visibie in
its present location in the church of 3k Praxedis in Rome
since it was first made. The reason why We haven't heard of
the inseriptienal material — the jombstone and votlve in-
seriptions — 1% that they are published i echolarly books
and journals, hidden away in seldom-visited pasements of
libraries, often nol oven photographed. Sumetimes the
ariginal sione has Leen lost and we have anly a copy made
many years ago. A well-photographed collegtion of the
tomb inseriptions of the women presbyters from the cata-
combs of Rame would do much 1o rase our morzle, by re-
minding us of owr Pisterical imporiancs. =

In some cases, Lthe reason why we paven't heard of 2
pices of evidance ls moie interesting, The fresco of the wo-
men colebrating 2 Eucharist in the Catacombs of Priscilla

that name is surely significant) was uncovered and cleaned
tn 189374 by Josuph Wilpert, workimg urder the direction
of de Rossi, and is visible today 10 tourists, who can buy
posicards and slidas of it. Many of those who s it, how-
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pyer, are not aware that they nave seen 2 group of womsn
celeprating 2 Eucharist. This faulty perception is due in part
to 3 copy of the frescd, made in mosaic arl displaysd in
the chapsl above. The many changes thal have ween mada
in tha copy are clearly identifiable when posicards o7 both
are projected simultaneously; they evaka roars of laughter
from the audisncs, because most of the women have been
changed to men, in particular the figure al the left and of
the group, identified by Wilpert a3 the principal celebrant
(with some of the athers possible concelebrating). Although
this person's ankle-lergth skirt has been retained — men at
this period wore knes-length skirts — 2 beard has been in-
congruously addded. 1L seems that even people who have
seen both the originil i the copy often carry awdy the
visual memory of the better lighted but masculinized copy.

The pilgrim to Rome is alsu very likely to sec the im-
nressively beautiful muosale of the Bishop Theodora aver the
doorway of the Zeno chapel in the Church af 5t. Praxedis.
The momory carried away, however, will not be as clear as
the original if the tourist relies on the postcards and guide-
book — for sale on the prumises — 0 sefrash her mumory.
in these photographs of the mosaig, @ curious tlark shadow
filis on the upper left corner af the mosala, right over th
Episcopa Theodord, rendering it illeghhle. A yisit tn the
archaclogical archives and o 2 photogrphic firm special-
izing in archeslugical reproductions f ails Lo unearth a betier
photograph. This, however, I8 not the fault of the original.
Thanks to |oan Morris, | have 3 Jide of it so clear thal four-
year-old children in the audience have bean known to spell

Continned next page.

Fresco o wumen 3
celebrating ths Eucharist §
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Continued from page 4

through the Latin inscription out loud with me— a tribute to
Tts clarlty and preservation.

Jaan Muorris herself reports, when asked why her im-
portant book The Lady Was o Bishop carries no pictures of
the material she Lalks about, that the publishers wers un-
willing 1o go to the expense of photographs, and this an-
swer conlains, In miniature, all the elements of the entire
prablem, (1 might add thal she has been unable to find &
publisher for her study of the manuseripls relating 1o Pope
Joan.)

& final reason why we haven't heard of this important
materlal must be described as “mindset” and here | must
admit to having participated in the sucioiogical phenom-
gnon, already noted by perceptive blacks and women, by
which the “oppressor's” view of the “oppressed” Is ac-
cepted by the oppressed”” themselves as true, even dyainst
what both groups can observe in reality, In the small
German mussum  at Bebenhausen, | found and photo-
graphed many beautiful mediaeval carvings and paintings of
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women holding the host and chalice, of women preaching,
and of women singing the office, all public liturical acis for
which ordination was required. (I must leave aside here the
dating of these sources, and the possible variatinns of inter-
pretation.) Howsver, before | made thess photographs, |
had vished that museum many Limes over 3 perlod of ten
years without realizing what | saw before me, ar worndering
ahout its significance. | hadn’t seen these things before, al-
though oftsn studying Lhem with my eyes. hecanse | as
sumed they couldn't be true, And | was not conscious of
assuming they could not be truel

Such a rejection of the evidance may well take place
without hypocrisy or dishonesty; in fact, it is scarcely to be
described as rejection. On the other hand, it cannot be des-
cribed as scholarly and accurile study of our own tradition,
gither,

Sound historical methad now teaches us 1o overcome
our own prosuppositions in favor of a louk at the evidence.
We know that these saurces' attestation to the breadih and
diversity of the early church must not be ignored In favar
of what church practice has become today, Qur history can
help us to the solution of many problems, not least the
problem of the Good Mews to women.
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sesossessess (ORRECTION

In the Februoary, 1881 issue of Shekingh: the article entitled “Does Male Dominance "Tamish
Qur Translations?" on page 24, the left hand cclumn was pasted up incorrecily. From line 16
on to the end of the column should be read ahead of the frsl 15 lines of the column, which
should then Inllow. Tha rest of tha article was in order. Qur thanks to the reader whe brought
this Lo vur allention. — Bl
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Her crusade:

To tell the world

By MARY LASCOVICH
‘Whig Stasidard Staft Writer

Lois Roden, the 8&year-old leader of
the Living Waters Branch — a re-
formist group that broke away from the
Seventh-Day Advenlisls — launched &
erusade in 1977 1o inform Lhe world
thal Lhe Holy Spiril is a feminine repre-
sentatiomn

Mermhers of the 18-family commu-
nily in Waco, Texas, devole countless
hours and the bulk of their incomes (o
resparch and promolion of what Roden
claime s the “cormect”’ mage of God: A
Trinity that consists of the Father,
Mother and Son, The maule-female bal-
ance of the Godhead, she says, is s “old,
old truth® Lhiat has been acknowhedped
by scholars, bul hes been “covered up”
— until now.

Mast church lepders hove dismissed
the notion of the femininiy of the Holy
Spiril ay Tridhculous” and many reli-
glous orders reject, ns well, the ardina-
tion of women into the ministry — a
corullary of the theory adopted by the
Living Wulers Branch. Aut the unigue
sect persisis in its uphill battle to re-
slare the equality of Lhe sexes, which
Roden contends was lost during the
temptation of Eve in the Gurden of
Eden.

Lust Wednesday, Roden appepred on
a local radio *hotline' show, sparking an
smolional reaction from Kingston-grea
listeners. In an interview with The
Whig-Standard, Hoden noted that reve-
lation afl the Hely Spirit to the masees
hes been limited ta religicus teachings
aboul “the svmbal of the dave and the
tongues of fire on the day of Peate-
cost.” The time has come, she said, 10
unravel the "mystery' of the Holy
Spint

The following is an ediled transcripl
af that inlerview:

Whlg-Slandurd: You preach 8 new
revalation abuul the Haly Spirit — and
il came to you in B vision?

Roders Wes, it did It was a very em-
phatic impressicn..or vision that 1 had
after [ first starced [teaching that the
Haly Spirit is a faminine representa-
tian] im 1977. There was quite a bit of
controversy within my 0Wn cOnETege-
tignm — the men just couldn't believe it
and some of the women couldn'l be-
ligwe iL But they decided Lo study the
subject in depth and they finally came
10 the same conclusion that T had His-
torical recards, archeologicel records all
prove it, especially the Aramaic — the
criginal manuscript which the Gospels
were written in — verify the fact that
the Holy Spirit is indeed feminine,

Whig-Stendard: How did this vision

-

1

the Holy Spi

-~ 3

LOIS RODEM; “The Haly Spint is ferminine’

comE o you?

Roden: | was studving one night,
gbout 2 o'clock in the moming..l was
studving the haok of Revelation (Rev.
18:1-4) which tells of a mighty angel
Lhat it to come down to earth and
lighten the whole earth with the glory
of God. 1 leaked up gt my window end
there was a vision af a shimmering,
silver angel in feminine form on a back-
ground of myned silver angels and =0,
from that time on, | had no difficulty. |
was sure then that God hed confirmed
the femininity of the Holy Spirit ta
me. 1 have no doubt that }1h:’ﬁ izsue] s
guing tn cause guile a re ormatinn in
the religious ranke.

Whig-Standard: 1t's already sperked 2
very emolignal reaction — including
the reactien that you gol on tha hotline
show in Kingston...

Baden: It takes & while for new
things to catch on — even Einsiein was
nol credited until many years afier s
discovary and Galileo was [branded] a

rit is feminine

herelic. Many dissidents of the past
whao brought new truth ware martyTed-
_.Technologicallv-speaking, we hava
advanced far beyond the first century.
Hut, as far as religion is concerned,
we've advanced only a little further
than the vision of Christ on the cross,
and of the Father as depicted by Moses
in the Ten Commandments. &s far as
knowledge of the Holy Spinit is con.
cernied, it's still a mystery, 50 God rev-
amleyh his secrets to his servants, the
praphets — and that's Lthe way the
world i5 made pequaintad with God,

Whig-Standurd: Why is it, de you
think, that you in particular waukd be
chosen..or, al least, thol now would be
the time?

Haden: Well, 1 couldn’t understand
why God would permit me o have such
a great part in the work. The anly rea-
gon | could sea s thol 1'm just ignomnt
enaugh to follow indlructions Lhat 1 be-
leve 1'm given, and the fucl that 1'm a
woman makes it reasonable, A woman
15 the anly one Lhat would know aboul
e femininity of the heavenly woman
— | mean she would understand it
ore. Men du not understandal,

Whig-Standard: 15 il primarlly men
wha are rejecting the iWdea of the Haly
Spirit befng feminine?

Hoden: 11 dapends on the bachground
af the men and wormen 1o whum you're
speeking. If the women are professio-
nals, if they have responsihilbities in Uhe
puhlie, then Lhey are more acquaintal
with the pasition of women in the
world . Most af the women who oppose
A5 idea are wormen who are nol accus-
tomed io taking respansibility for ther
own actions — thal’s whal 1t really
amounts to. And men, if Lhey are of the
scholerly background, then it’s not dif-
ficult (o telh to them... This informelion
is in the Vatican right now. All of it is
hidden behind locked doors but 1t's
coming out — because it's ime for the
warld lo know about tha third person
of the Godhead,

Whig-Standard: Whal was tha initial
rsAcLion In ¥our oA communily?

Toden: Well, the man thought 1'd losl
my mind..and they almost convinced
me thet 1 had. Bul that's when | had
the vizion. | was vary frusiraled and
troubled about it. and thinking that I
would leave it all — not talk about the
subjecl any more — when I get the ab-
<olute conviction that the Holy Spirit
was feminine

Whig-5tandard: Why do you think
that it's important that people know
trel, and nat only know it but come &0

believe it?
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Benden: T Lhink that a family withnut
p mother fgure iv incumplete and |
think the image of God is incomplele
withoul Lhe image of the feminine part
of the Godhead, ¥You have the Father
prd the Son, which bath Lell you that
there's a mother Lhere. Tt takes a
woman Lo make a father; it takes a
woman Lo produce a son. Now the con-
cept that most religionists have, saymg
that the Holy Spirit is masculine and
the Holy Spirit begat the Son within
Mury — Lhis is an erronenus doctrine
hecduse whal they're leaching is that
Jesus had two Fathers in heaven.

Whig-Standard: There are far-reach-
ing implications if people do accept thil
the Holy Spirit is feminine — as far as
changing the whole concept of wamen,
not anly 1n rehgion but, perhaps, in
daily life,

Roden: In every walk of Tife, it's
going to Lf up the moral imoage of
woman on this earth, which has been
downtrodiden and suppressed untd this
time,

Whig-Standards You present a
feminiet view, yet you've said Lhal
you're not..,

Roulen: 1'm not [a femindst] because |
base my concepl of the femininity of
Lthe Holy Spirit strictly on Lthe Serip-
Lures, Most people do not Kknow that
Giod was worshipped as female before
the advant nf Ahraham and Mosas, dur-
ing Lhat nearly 2,000 years.. but
wrcheologists have proved it, and it's a
matter of record thal s really nol gues-
tioned. 1 have made {t my business 1o
learn everything that I can vbuout this
‘subject and 'm sull learning. Authors
have sanl me books and gradunte stu-
dents have sent [heses on Lthis sub-
ject This is naol new, it's [ust new Lo
mu. Svhelars for the last 15 years have
been bringing furth evidence, and [Ar-
thur| Waison hes shown [in an lcan-
opraphic study published in 1534] that
tne Isaizh 11:1 Tras of Jesse is femining,
but it's stiil accepted as an all-male line-
age of the Messlah..

Whig-Standard: Will you 1ell me a lit-
tle more about the founding of the Liv.
ing Waters Branch [by Hoden's late
huzbard, Benjamin, in 1553517

Hoden; We huve backgrounde in the
Seventh-Dey Adventists and 1he Davi
dian Seventh-Dey Adveniists .. bul be
fare thal, | was a member af the
Church of Christ sa [ have a vanied
background. When I find truth, [ fesl
thal | snpuld start observing it, abaving
17, 50011 takes me trom one church to
anolher. When the concepl of new
truth comes 1o a congregation. there
are sumne who aceept and some who &
ject, and :t's usually the majority who
reject — 50 Lhe minority are ugually
cusl oul That's the way 1t happens
[Muctin Luther was casl oul of the
Cathalic Church. All the relormatory
churches were cast put. When new
lrulh rame, the minarily accepted and
then Lhey formed & new denumination

— thal's tha history of the d2nomina-
tions of today. The [Living Waterz]
Branch wazs a reform movement,
[founded] because & new truth came Lo
that dernomingtion thal the new nama
of Jesus was the Branch...And when
you go to the Scriptures, Jeremiah
F3:15-16 shows [the coming of a female
Messizh] a Dranch — She — the Lard
our righleousness,

Whig-standard: So the secand coming
of the Messiah will appear in female
form?

Roden: Yes, that's right Jesus says 'l
will pray to the Father and He will send
yuu another comforter in my name’ —
%0 the Holy Spiril has the same name as
Jesus and that's why they're both con-
fused. Peaple Lhink they're one, Lthat
Jesus and the Holy Spiurit are one per-
son...that the Holy Spirit is just a force,
an energy, But we know now from the
creatinn story that they are male and
female in the Godhend, Hecause God
said [Gencss 1:26] ‘bet i make man m
pur image,’ we sce that the Gedhead
made their images in the earth both
male and famale, in Adam and Eve
Adam and Eve were twa distinct im-
ages of God in heaven. And 30, Lhe
guestion i Who was Fve made in the
image of? Certainly not Adam or the
Father or the Son, so she's made i Lhe
image af the female personality of the
(Grnthead Fomans 1720 savs that the in-
visible God |5 clearhy seen by the Lhngs
that were created, that the Godhead 15
made known and that we're really
‘without excuse’ if we don't know that
there's male and female in Lhe God-

The Whig-
Stondard

KINGSTON; ONTARIO
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 17937

Whig-5tandard; What kind of reaction
have vou had from Seventh-Day Ad-
ventisrs?

Roden: Well, Seventh-Day Adven-
1isls, as a whaola, are nat amenshla (o
this idee. But | had & call from a yaung
pastor in the weslern parl of tha United
States who informed me that h2'd just
ardained his first worzan elder in the
church. And ke said 8 certain person n
the Righ leadarship |of the Seventh-
Day Adventists] 'toid me six yedrs ago
tnat the Holy Spirit wes female.” He
said 'l believe |t and I'm going o leach
ilI' — sp we have the haginning of tha
breeking through of the wall of Adven-
tist opposition

Yhig-Standerd: Have there bezn
things that have epcouraged you? I'm

thinking of Lthe [1930] lash force report
of tha Mational Council of Churches [in
the United States] — one of the things
they addressed was the question of the
Haly Spirit, suggesting that we should
nd purselves of masculine referencas.
I'm not sure if they recommended a
ferninine substitule...

Boden: O nne occasion T got a re-
port thal the Warld Council of
Churches was thinking of [using Lhe
term] 'she’ for Lhe Holy Spirit — so it
shows they'va been investigating Lhis
matlter. But [ don't think that you have
to chenge Whe language of the Bible,
You don’t have to reinterpret it — you
Just have to teach the true meaning of
it, because any time you say 'father’
you're saying ‘mother’ al the sama
lime...

Whig-Standard: .50 you don't br.-liey:

u need to start the Lord's prayer with

ur Mother'...

Roden: Mo, You can say "Our Father
and Olur Mother who art in heaven' bul
by saying Qur Father. you're aulomuti-
cally saying Our Molther — hetause it
(akes & woman to make o father, You
sem, iU's the understanding of the termi-
nology that caunts and if the minisiry
would teach Lhe true understanding,
they'd know that Lhe Holy Spirit is fem-
inine and there weould be no problem of
reinterpreting the Bible.

Whig-Standard: Although acceplance
of that view would lead to radicul
changes in the structure of the church
_ the ordinalion of wamen to the min-
mtry of the Cathulic Church, for axnm-

le.

F Roden: They take [Lheir stand] an the
premise that there's no female image in
the priesthood.. bul now, since the Hely
Spirit is revesled as feminine, Lhere i
an image in the prissthond for femules.
Melchizedek, Lhe priest of the most
high God, having no beginning or no
ending, could speek of no athar persen-
age than @ person of the Godhead. So
we have God tha Father, God the
Muther and God the Son — end Lhey
were all of the order of Melchise.
dek..the word in tself & masculime/fe-
mining [reflecting] the Hebrew tarm far
king or guesn, and the vriginal name of
Jerusalem.

Whig-Standard: You mada a trip 1o Is
rael last year?

Roden: 1've mads threa tripa 1o Jerw-
salem and [ consultad an eminent rabii
ir. Ezst Jerusalem wha definitely told
me that the Shekinah — which is the
counsarpart af the Christian Hély Spirit
— ic feminine...the Shekinah is the
manifestation of Ged's presence in dif-
farent places,

Whig-Standard: It strikes me as inzer-
esling that your premise is coming out
at a ume when feminiam, or whalever
wen wanl tu call i, ix fecuaing allention
on the fact that women have not been
treated as equals.,

Continved next page.
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Hoden: Jesus accepted men and
women aposties and we have resords in
the curly Christien chureh |of peoods
when there were women bishops an
wamen priests bul this knowledge has
peen surpressed..A Catholic teacher —
an wreheologist — has preented to the
warld [photographs of] a mosaic in the
ratacombs of Rome thal show women
being ordamed as priests, This mnforme-
tion will normalize the situstion and
give a religious background 1o the
equality of women, whereas it's been
mostly a social or a civil aspect and
means have been employed to bring
eyuality in & way that has brought suf-
fering to both men and women...l don't
tench either female supremacy or male
gupremacy. | narmulize it and show
that they're both going lo be equal —
and glad of L. The church has pre-
sented to the world an unbalanced
immge of God..It has brought an abnor-
mal view by eliminaling the feminine
image in the Godhead,

Whig-Standard: Are you optimistic
that [the nation of the femininity of the
Hely Spirit] Is going 1o be commaonly
accepted?

Reden: Yes, I have the conviction
and the verfication from God thal this
is poing to be cffective and iU's going o
succead. 1t's going to be the greatest
reformation that the world has ever
known — and alsa the greatest conlro-
VErsY,

Whir-Standards The Bible is some-
thing that peaple tend Lo guute when
they want to support their puint of
view, and it’s often been sald that you
can proye almost anylhing that you
wanl to prove by laking cerfaln sec-
1iana of Lhe Bible. Do you think it's
goimg to be encugh for people Lo hear
yuu say that there iz Seriptural evi-
dence for your concept of the Holy
Spint?

Roden: That's the reason Lhere ara sa
many differenl views in Lhe world
tpday — because everyane is imterpret-
ing the Rible for himself. Bul God's
method of 1eaching truth is through the
prophetic voice. [n the past, "5 been ake
most totally rejectad by gach genara-
tian, hul if we want unity in the world
we have ra listen to God's voice.-

Whig-Standard: Do you envision &
great upheaval in religious ranks with
hreakaway sects, whether they ere
knawn & the Living Waters Branch or
something elss, being established m dif-
ferent parts of the world?

Roden: | see that it isn't neceseary for
people Lo move arpund in their denoml-
nations, only ta grow in the troth. I'm
nol calling poople inta some new MOVEe
ment — 1'm calling them iato the
truth,. but there are thousands of peo-
ple who are writing in, telling us they
want to sssociate with us. Im our owm
church, we don't take offerings, we
don't sell literature, we don't sell tapes,
we give everything free We're self-sup-

parting fiterature svangelisis...

Whig-Standard: Who do you find lo be
Lhe most receplive 1o your

Fodens It tands to be young peupks —
male and female. They re MOTe Progres-
sive and less set in theéir ways...and
they're not bound by S0 iredition in
the past. But | find thal most older peo-
ple, religionists especially, are bound by
denominational walls. You'll find that
when a denominalion gets 50 0 i
and so advanced in what they think Is
knowledge, they become very intoler-
ant...so God surprises them at every
turn wilh new Lruth to shake them up
and keep them moving. God wouldn't
foree anyone's religious conscience,
you know, but man...has perseculed
and killed in the name of Ged. 1 den’t
see that | say that if & person doesn'l
agree with me.they have that fdght Uf

u have the Lruth, you can encounter
prror and survive,

Whig Standard: Du you thirlk thal rel-
ll.j-._mn, as u force in aociely, has da-

e ol

Hoeden: 11's burned oul. They have no
mare to offer because they haven't
given the complete image of God to the
waorld. 1f they give the family image,
then we'll know we're not orphans —
that we belong Lo SCMenne, that we're
Lhe images of the family in heaven,

Whig Standard: You certainly present
an intriguing point of view..

Roden: 11's really exciling... The evi-
dence is piling up to where a reasonable

vreon wouldn't ahject, but it's new
and that's why it's being resisted. Tt's
out of the common order of things, Just
o, in the time when Jesus eame, the
Helirews were 32 gecusiomed to knowl
edge of one God the Fether, as ravealed
by Moses, that they suid Jesus Was a
blasphemer because He said He was the
Son of the Falher They didn’L want

unowledge of anolher God, 50 they
killad Him. Mow, we're coming te the
knowledge of another person in the
Godhewd. the Holy 8pirit, e Lhers will
be more controversy, mora enmily,
gver Lhis revelation than any before.
But it will be victorious...

Whig-Standard: Was thare anything
in your vision thai revealed how leng
your work may taka...whether accept-
ance will gccur in your lifetime?

Foden: 1 understood in the begin-
ning, m 1477, that ] would be teaching
this truth seven years to the leadership
— 10 religious leaders — and then it
would go 1o the laity of the whola
world But even bafore this seven years
has finished, 1 have sean il going over
the whale world already, sa T have hm
that it's not going o be very long..."
promisa of this s that there will ba peo-
ple living on earth now who will never
see death. Thal was the original pur-
pose Lhat God had {or Adam and Eve,
that they wers ta lve forever and con-
tinually become more and more like
Ged, their creators. Salan interruptod
the plan sa an alternate plan had to be
brought forth..We're facing this righl
now — Lhe restitution of all things as it
was in the beginning, man having di-
rect communication with God, face 1o
face like Adam and Eve dld, That's &
wondarful thing to think about...bul to
know God personally, you'd have Lo
know about Lhe persons [of the Trin-
ity]. So to get the power of Lhe Hol
Spurit. you'd have to be acqguainted wit
the person that you gel at from — Lhul's
my posilion, There's & woman who
wrote o graduate thesis on the feminine
Hoty Spirit, back in 1971, who relales
this quip: She said — 'My Fother in
heaven, where is my mother? And God
answered hack — *My daughter, 1
thought you wrnld never aak’ &
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Ancient Synago

gue Studies

Question Status of Women

By JOHN DART. Times Religion Writer

Contrary to the prevailing view
that nearly all anclent syneagogues
had & separate gallery or aection for
women, a Claremont scholar con-
tends archeological and writlen
sources yleld no convincing
evidence that there was.

Signs of a “women's gallery” in
the ruins of synagogues are “‘much
more meager than generally as-
sumed” and Lhé Lerm itself does not
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Women's gallaries were drawn in reconstructions such &s this ona
for @ synagogue at Capernaum. But mos
this, saying the stairs hare probably led only to storage areas.

occur in decuments fram the early
cenluries of the Common Era, says
Bernadetle Brooten,

Brooten presented her conclu-
stons in A paper at the western re-
g‘r;;c.a] meeting In Pasadena of the

lety of Biblical Literature which
ended Friday.

Challenge Is Broadened
Her survey of archeological re-
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t recant excavators disputs

porls on s¥nagogue sites broadened
Lhe challenge issued in the early
14605 by T=raeli scholar Shmuel Sa-
frai, who cited mainly the lack of
literary evidence far a separate
women's gallery,

The acholarly debate |3 pertinent
loday to both Orthodox Jewish
praciice and the ariging of Christian
views on women's roles in the
churches, Brooten, interested pri-
marily in Lhe latier issue, is visiting
instructor In New Testamenl at the
School of Theology at Clarerhont
and is supported in part by the In-
stitute for Antiguity and Christiani-
Ly.
The separation of women from
men 1n Orthodox synagogues today
ranges [rom galleries or sections,
somelimes parlittoned by lattice-
work or transparent curtaing, Lo se-

ale seating for the sexes on eith-
er side of Lhe building.

Many 11.8, Orthodox synagogued
in the 19503 began allowing men
and women 1o sit together—as had
become the standard prectice In
Reform and Conservative wings of
Judaism. But amid & resurgence of
traditionalism in the last decade
nearly all Orthodox Synagogues
heve divided Lheir seating.

There iz no doubt thal men and
women sal in separate seclions in
the synagogues of the Middle Ages,
but most authorities have presumed
ihe practice went back to the time
when Lhe Jerusalem Temple was
the center of Jewish worship.

The rebuill Second Temple,
which was used unlil the Eomana
destroyed it in AD 70, had 2 "Wom-
en's Forecourt,” which contrasied
with the men-only Forecourt of [s-
rael.

“The Women's Forecourt,
however, was not reserved [or
women,” Brooten said, “In this
large outer court the sexes mingled
together freely, and the men had to

Continoed next page
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A disputed drawing of the same synagogue at
Bar'am reflects the belief that such ancignt struc-

s1ructed remains of
1hern Israel showsn

A synagogue
o evidence of

rures were made with wo

Grooten 15 challengl
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a sacand story 10 accommodate a women’s gal-
lery, contrary to 8 pravailing historical view.

me

n's galleries. Scholar

ng this vigwpoini.




pass through this area in order 10
enter the Forecourt of lsracl
Therefore, it can hardly be Laken as
an exqp‘nple of the separation of the

BErooten alse critlcized gemerali-
zations drawn from rabbinic e~
scription of separalng men and
women during the Feast of Taber-
nacles and from the descriplion by
Philo of Alexandria of separalc
zeating used by a 1st Century Jew-
iah sect which practiced celibacy

Seen as ‘Hare Costom'

Of Philo’a picture of Lthe seclarian
Therapeutae, Broolen said the "'de-
tailed deseription arouses the imi-
pression that we have before us 2
rare cuslom rather than ont 50
widespread that descriping it i3 un
necessary.”

Brooten said women dud attend
BYNagngue SeTviees according Lo in-
dications from both Christian and
Jewish sources. She cited New Tes-
ament accounts of women being

converted lo Chrshanity in syma-
gogues. "In rabbinic literature,” she
zaid, "there are accounts of women
atlending synagogue services and
references which assume women
are present.”

Question of wemen's gelleries in-
terests Christian researchers,
Brocten saud in an interview, b -
cause ‘many people beligve Lhe po-
eilinn of women was low i the ear-
Ly church because jL was low in an-
cient Judaism.”

Practice in Chelstlanity

gome early Christian communi-
ties apparently did geparate the
gexes. for worghip, said Brooten,
whose research 19 part of her doc-
toral dissertation at Harvard Umi-
YersiLy.

Hut, she added, "the evidence
points 1o its being an independént
Christian development which oc-
curred in an uneven and regionally
varied way.”

In surveymg archeclogical stu-
dies, Rrooten noted thal synagogue
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ruins dating from the 1st Century
are difficult to identily, probably
hecause the floor plans of Lhe ear-
liest synagogues may have differed
little from those of normal houses.

In three lst Century buildings
identified as synagogues, including
the ane ai Masads, Brooten said
there i3 no sign of a separats MO0M
for women or a gallery.

The remalna of synagoguee buill
in lster centuries al Capernmaum,
Korazim, 'En-Gedi and Khirbet Su-
siya "have been listed as good can-
didates for galleries because Lhey al
least have the remains of stair-
cases,” Brooten said.

HMowever, Hrooten contended
that in none of the cases is il clear
that the atairs led Lo & gallery and
not to a second floor, real or slorage
room, The Capernaum site has more
unaccounted-for  fragmenta  than
the other sites, but Brooten sad Lthe
mosl recent excavalors at Lhe gile
believe not enough malernal has
been found to postulate an upper
gallery,

) %what the people are

| want ta thank you first for the copy
al Shekinah which you sent me sevaral
months gyo, and which 1 road with ine
{arest, YWou have my pErMission 10 ree
print vy articla from ihe Biiness, but
mat my permission 1o use that text The
Witness made many aditorial changes
which 1 did not spprove of. | am en-
closing my correct Text, which s tha
ana you should use without alraretion,
With best wishes for the success of
Shekinah, | am
Dorothy Irvin
Department of Theology
The Collage of 8t Cathering
St Paul, Minnezota

Please ssnd ms your free miatarials

about the Holy Spirit being(?| awoman,

| caw Lois on “Bary snd Friends™ lon

Canadian Television) ard am interesied
in studying the subjact further.

Jahn T. YWalsh

Jucksonviila, North Carolina

rhenk you tar the first sending uf your
Shekinah Vol. 1, No. 1, Decembar 1880.

| am very glad to receive itand iUs vary

wseful for me in raading that Shekinak

en | could kanw the news from abroad.

Would you please ssnd me tha Shekinah
regularly?

J. 0, Shaw

Wast Jave, |ndonesia

| have recelved the Dec ‘B0 and Feb.
‘g1 jseuss of Shekinah. | hava found
them interasting reading. | would ap-
procigie tovery mueh it you would send
any edditional ssues of Shekinaf and
other litergturs perizining to the Branch.
If you hava any iracis of [iteratura that
are *a statsment of Faith'" fo: the
Branch's visw of other Christian/Biblical
doctrinas. In othar weerds, pless? send
mea all you can.
Bob Bennatt
Dawney, Califomnia

Back 2t the arud of Movembar lgit yaar, I
rasd g news item by Mary Barinead,
griginally published in the Dalles Tirmas-
Herald, headlinad: “Is the Haly Spirit
Faminina? Texas Seventh-Day Adventist

e B
Saymng ]

Sact Tries Lo Convines Werld 1t's Trua.!
If convanlant, | should very much ap-
preciate informatlan on your views and
cnclosa a stamped, addrassed enveiona
for your conveniance, | am not a good
chureh mamber but have begn mosa
than cammonly intarested In religious
matters all my life. (Am now 72},
Lawrenea B. Haley
Huntsville, Alabama

Having seen the program “Befry and

Friends™ | am writing to ask for your

infarmation on the femininity of the

Huoly Spirit. Thank yau tor making this
gvailshle,

Donna Doelman

81. Thomas, Ontaria, Canada

| have just completed raading Shekinah
izeus of Fobruary 19871 and as thirly
year studant of religion, history, phil-
gsaphy and psychology | find your
articles to bs of great interest and of
considaranle contribution to My re
sparch and deocumentation of sources
of the sama. | would appreciate receiv-
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Letters
ing any back issues you may have avail
able. | found the reprints of various
letters you recefws  Interesting  and
typical, . .May you find continued suc-
cess in your endeavors to elevats tha
position of woman in tha churdh,
Ciay Andarson
Flintridge, California

| would like o relate to you somas
thoughts that | have received when |
study or ponder your message of our
Haavanly Mother. Consider Isaiah 1:18,
could it be that the Jewlith men hava
naglected the pre-ordained new moon
services, in general, as well as the Christ:
inng, in order to keep a low profile for,
ar an the woman, Tho moon is haer sign,
read Ezckisl 32:7; Isalah 13:10 etc. All
refar to the mpon ms her. Congider also
Joseph's dream, Genesis 37:8,10,

By the Jews obscuring the identity of
the Shekhine, they paved the way for
the scribes ol the New Testament to ob-
scure and confuse the identity of the
Holy Spirit. | believe that the Jews
understand that the Shekhina Glory is a
Divine person, and is female, and re-
member they didn't hesitate to elect a
gualified woman to ke their Prima
Ministar (Golds Meir 1368-1974). So
the seribes, belng all men, prataccad fo
give the Holy Spirit no gender if they
could not apply the masculine gender,

Self-exaltation, ! believe, was tha
reason behind it all, an the part of men,
te cxalt thomselves oyer our womens
tolks.

Mow that we are in anothe: period
of spiritual darkness according to Isalah
B60:1,2, wa must naturelly depend on
tha moon for light, for the moon iz
made visibla in darkness. Morcover the
light of the moon (the Holy Spivil
Mathar) shall be as the light of the sun,
angd the light of the sun shall be seven-
tald, as the lisht of seven days {could
thiz ha applied to the Passover wesk and
the Feast of Tabernacies?). The moon is
always full and bright on the first night
of the Passover and the Feast of Taher-
riacles.

Mr. and Mrs. Adam had a Heavenly
Father and Mother, sven though they
were crealed, they were nevertheless a
son and a daughter of Gode, the Elohim.
Can we now s2e how, they, our first
paranis, broke the fifth commendment,
along with the rest, because when you

break one you bresk tham all. Tha
Bibla smems to come to life with your
messaga.

Well It Just shows that b takes a fa-
male to give life. Without the female,
we would become extinct. Without a
famale wa could not hava baan bom in
gzrth |our natural mothers) or born
again of tha Holy Spirit {our Haavanly
Muother, the Shekineh).

. Jehn Hamssy
New Bedford, Massachusetts

hebrew

| read your story in the Shekinab and |
was happy you are finding aut the truth,
It is trus that the Haly Spititis a female.
The Bible says the- Spirit broods over
her children, whoever saw a mals brood
over his children, it is always a mother.
The Bible is not tha original seriptures,
bui translations of copy after copy of
already tamperad-with scriptures. Every
tranzlator, of eyery Bible, has changed
the meaning of the scriptures — some-
times due to their misunderstanding or

column

Haim Nahman Biallk's contributions to Hebrew literature are le-
glon. Bridging tradition and modernity, Biadik adapted old Helmew
poetic forms with a fresh flexibillty of language and thus opened a new
era In Hebrew poetry. As his reputation grew, Bialik came 1o be
regarded a3 a spokesman for the national aspirations of the Jewlsh
people, yel he remained essentially a lyric poet whase focus was

inveard.

“Alone” reflects a major theme of Bialik’s poetry—the struggle
between Judaism and western secularism, between faith and shepli-
cismn. Bialik refers to the Shekhina, the feminine aspect of the Divine
Presence, 2 a symbol of the sheltering and Joving aspects of |ewish
tradition. The poel is at the same time drawn to “the window, for the
light"—a reference 1o the Enfightenment and secular leaming.
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All of them were carried away by the wind, all swept away by the Fight,
A new song made joyous the moming of their lives;
And |, a tender fledgfing, was forgotien

Under the wings of the Shekhina.

And when my heart longed for the window, for the light,
And when the place under her wing was (too} narrow for me,
She hid her head in my shoulder, and her tear dropped on my Gemara

page.

tilently she wept over me and enfolded me
As though shielding me with her broken wing:
“The wind carried them all away, they have all flown off

And | was left alone, alone. . . .7

AUTH H. KASLUVE §
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iqnorance and sometimas dug W 3
delibersts plot to substitute Christian
doctrine, However, thara are the Dioad
Sea Scroils that have not been tampared
with and they are tha orpiginal scrip-
tures prasarved fur these Last Days, by
the Messiah hirmself, Thesa Desd Sea
Scrolls will be translated correctly very
soon now, for the time is right and
when they do, you will see guite a
change in religion, All the falea baliets
will be forgotten, We are coming into a
Mew Age. | know that these truths are
shocking o a person thet has never
known them and has been taught so
diligently In tha Bible way. | know be-
cansn | waes a Baptist for bettor than
forty years and | had to learn the shock-
ing truth, *But you shall know tha 1ruth
antl the truth shall make you free."”
Winlat Qutler
Grorgetown, Florida-

Please ontor one FREE subseription for

Shekingh ol the address above, Thank
Youl,

Judy H. Barrick

EMLR Lihrary

Salina, Kansas

Wauld you please add me 1o your mail

ing list end, if possible, send me Back is

swas ol vour publications  including

newsletlers, pamphless, or whataver that

would enable me Lo better and maors
completaly understand your teachings,

Paul Chappell

Oral Roberts University

Tules, Oklzhoma

Az indicated, your publication is free on

request.  Weould appreciate it if you

would put Lthe Library on yaur mailing

list. Wish ta thank you for the Fehriary

izsue of Shekiszh and ala for future

issume that we receive, | am sure the

students will meke use ol ths inform-
aticn published.

Laorenn Monlgomery

Ass't to the Librarian

Smilzy Lilzrary

Central Methodist Collags

Fayerts, Mizsouri
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Church reform
likely for women

By MICHAEL DOYLE

The Anglican Church is expect-
ed soon (o clear the way for
women who want to become
riests or deacons.
p'i'hn church's General Synod =
bishops, priests and lay peopie,
reprasenting about 23 dictese —
is almost certain to vote for a
comstitutional  reform  when it
meets in Sydney on 24 Aupgust.

It the change gous ahead, the
way would be <lear for the in-
troduction Efa 1{:11rd m:;t?n: :nnan
peroitt on of wo-
men at r;.sna naxt General Syned,
due no latsr than 1885

The theology lecturar at Trin-
ity College in Parkville, Dr John
Gaden, =aid yesterday he could
not forsss “any problem” n re-
moving the constitutional barner.

He sald; “Samething lke 2
three-fifths majority at the last
Geraral Synod sald they hed no
theological oblection to the or-
dination of women. hiy feeling 18
thar tha climats is more positive
now."™

The barrier in the constitution
iz the limitation 1o the use of
male-only pronouns in references
to bishops, priesis and deacons.
Any constitutions! reforms ap-
proved oy the General Synod
will probably need to be rulifizd
by all the metropolitan digeass
-~ Brishane, Mzlbourne, Sydnev,
Adelaide ang Perth — as well
as by three-quariera of all other
dineese.

The move for reform will come
from the General Synad's siand-
ing commities, which is zlso ex-
pected [0 present A draft canon
(law) for the ordinatinn of
W=t

T Gaden ssid the Appehal2
Tribunal, a legal arm of ihe
church, mad adyised that such
a canon should not be mrroduced
at the sams tima &5 3 COnstiu-
tipnal chaogm

“f+ j=- falt that the chupch has
1o move Taitly cautivusly. There's
raally 3 mafter of smdenze al

weil 25 e legal complications uf

tryving to do twe Lhings st once™
he =aid.

Dr Gaden zaid tha removal of
the constitutional barnmer would
also ppen the way for women to
become bishops, “but this is ob-
viously a long way off”,

He believed that “both men
and women are called as discip-
las of lesus Christ o represent
Him in the world and in the
church. It is true thal there are
some passapes In tha Mew Testa-
ment where women In certan
churches were wld to be silent,
but | don't belleve this was
mimnk to be applicd 1o all women
right through history".

CUme of the church's most out-
spoken opponenls of women as
prisst=s, lliship Jobn Hoselwood,
of Ballarat, said he suw nothing
in the Scriptures to support lbe
ordipatlon of women.

He also questionsd whether the
Anglican Church in Australla had
the uu.‘.hm-ih];e 10 plake such &
movi, a3 he belicved it should be
a marter for all churches with
the rninistries of bishop and
priess,

Bu: he had no objection to
removing the constliutional
ohstacle. “To sey this i5 just a
matter of law wouid be guite
pdiculous, It's a maiter of faith
and order,” he said.

He added: "“Unless we {oppon-
snrs of women as priedls) are
slightly mora ariculate  about
what Wwe mean by prissf
and hishapric, I think it's inevi-
tahle tha: tha majorilty opinicn
will be that women ought to be
ordained.™

Asked H dissidents might set
uF spibrter Chutches in tha svant
of women being allowed to bé
priests — mz bad happsned I
the United States — he mephed:
“I ecertaindy wouldn't be In that
caper.”

Oir Gaden =id he could nat =8
the church splintering over the
mweug, withough stne ndividoals
might defect to other establiabed
churches, )
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EARLY ICONOGRAPHY OF THE TREE OF JESSE
HOLDS CLUE FOR WOMAN
1S COUNTER-PART OF SPIRITUAL IMAGE

ANE
A THESIS

SUMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILL-
MENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF
SCIEMNCE IN CHILD DEVELOP-
MENT IN THE GRADUATE DIVI-
SION OF THE TEXAS WOMEN'S
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF HOUSE-
HOLD ARTS AND SCIENCES.

BY
MONESE MYRICK BARRON, B.5.

DENTON, TEXAS
MAY, 1871
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CHAPTER 1
INTROQUCTION

Look {or woman where she can be found, She is a very im-
partent memboer af tha human family.

Whera is the family tound? Sraphens, declared:

All sociaties have the family. There & no exceplions,

The family is universal fo all mankind.
Tha position waman holds in the family group and her abli-
gations 10 the other membars in the unit are not always e
came. However, whare there is "commaon residence,”” &
home for family members, the residents are man, Woman,
sometimat children, and others,

Tamporal woman s a craated prototyps in the image
of tha spirilual Geddess. To racognize this beginning of
woman places her in 8 position that j5 God-given, & place
she occupies in the baginning, The purpase of the study was
ta iake woman as the particular subject and investigate all
possible arsas of human knowledge that could contributs 1o
the proposal that woman is a temporal counterpart 108
spiritusl imnage.

What prood is there for wamen as 2 counterpart? There
is o clear-cut statement 10 b2 pleanad from writtsn scrip-

ture describing the Tres of Jesse. However, there sxists
representations on windows znd on cailings of churches
dascribing the Tree of Jesse in flgurss and prefigurations in
early art interpretations. Watsenss axamined eleventh and
mwelfth century art for imagsry, slso thames portraying th
prophets, kings, virgins, and doves, suihentic Tigures of the

theme. Ha balieves the ideas convayed in the Latin varsion .

of the Bible have lost clarity through translation and re-
vision in the English Bible, The Tree of Jeste, in Latin,
Arbre de Jessa, may stand for the jconooraphic expression
af lzgiah's prophecy, egredisniir virga, extraordinary 1ree.
Thara is & woman's image in the symbol.

Where can & spiritual identity for woman ba found?

Micksll., designated man and woman 3 homes maker
and responsinle for tha family's philosophy.
A fomily philosophy, or outleok upon lifa, forms d
besic guids fa the conduct of both mdividugl members
and the group, and from this phiivsophy grow the
gnals for kome muking and family Tife, '
Taylor=. reveslsd woman's spiritual existenca where
she resided with father, mother, and brothars and sistars as
3 sister spirit, in a haavanly home.
Enowest thou not thal eternities age thy spirit, pure
ard holv, dwel? in thy Heavenly Fulher's basom, and
in His presence, gnd with fhy mother, one of the
yueens of heaven, surrotmded By lhy brother ond §is-
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ter spirffs in the spirit world, among the Fods?

God tells Mosess of how He creaizd 21l things. An ac-
count of the creations similar 1o Genssis. Smith;, Moses,
7:83, stated:

And beholl, oll things have thelr likeness, and all things

are created and made to bear record of me, both things

which gre lemporal and things which are in the heavens
elove.

Hebart . suggested that where thera is failure in under-
stending the Old Testament by readers of tha twantieth
cantury, faith may be applied in seaking 1he meaning and in
accepting His revealed word. The ravaaled word has been
praserved in liturgy other than Bible seripture.The thema of
the Prophat Plays was revelations. He stated:

However much they may fail, they neverthaless know
the meaning of faith as thelr respanse o God's call grid
thelr aocaplance of (Hs revealed word.
Ha belioyed that soma Hebrew prophecies will be fulfilled
again und again, nat necessarily by the sama interpretation
gach tima, The prophat concesled the meaning In symbols,

Smith,, translated the Book of Moses from lost scrip-
ture, The account af the cmation of Adem and Eve diffars
slightly but not significantly trom Genesis, valuable as a re-
old story. Mosss tells how God's word s revaaled through
the power of the Holy Ghest,

Written scripture records maen’s bellefs In God and
furnishes a basis for his philosaphy of living. Preceeding
written low, oral communication directed man and in-
sluanced his behavior. Waman 1oo, acconding toGanesis is
an impartant part of man's earthly axistence and an Bver
prasent influenoe upon man.

Klsusner,, proposed that ardent Paul, trying 10 ramove
pagan mystery misunderstend symbols: he was oo fervam
and not wholly successful in his attempt. The Christizns
background of myth and symbal could not be completsly
replaced with ane God and few ardinances, The Corinthians
were steeped in a tradition that accepted many gods and
gnddesses. Isragl had receivid direction from God through
prophets centuries before Paul, Many Hebrew concapts of
religion were expressed in symbols that were given 1o tha
peaple through the prophets.

Hastings,s describad prophecy a5 2 religion-diracted
concept. Semi-civilized end savage zboriginal peoples
venarate the position of the prophet; ke Is hald in highar 23-
{eem than prizsts of mystics. An Arab word for prophet is
Nebiim, "“Speaker,”” defined &s one chosen 1o announce.
Hebrew prophets, escrioing to ths definition of “speaker™
were heralds ar messengers In the highest sphers is human
intarests. They wers ravared by the people and on occasion
refarred to 3s posts, Thus prophecy became the haart-throb
of Israal’s religion. Bacause they delivered a message of
prophetic naturg, they could never be classed under other
raligious titles such as “Judges” of Homan origin or priests
of pagan origin.

Hastings, ; printed:

Fricsthood, brosdly specking owes its arigin to the uni-
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porsal need felt &y mankind of superior human assis-

fonee i the struggle for e
Tha oifice of priest originaled at a vary =arly stage in man's
saelal svolution.

Hamilton.; declarad religion to be the background for
human beings need for a faith in their yods. The spread of 2
beliaf in ona God by the Christlans made necessary the
elimination of many of the images known to and revered by
the paopla befare the doctrine of Christ and a monathaism,
Anthropologists do not relate raligion and mythology.
Christians do not wish to accept avidence indicating in-
#lusnce of myth on Bibla scripture,

Apostls Paul, a Habrew, embraced for Christian doc-
trine many precepts from ancient Hebrew Law to strangthen
monothelsm, but man's Hkeness 1o his God Jsa Greek con:
copt. Therefora, influence from man's early knowledge has
a direct bearing on later development and design for his
religion. Kubuen,; admonished the Hebrews 1o search the
prophacies made to Judsh. Those directad to the plight of
the Jaw are fulfilled again and again, Eighrodt,, wrote ol
the Cultus as a means of raligious expression. He descriped
it

The Cultus gives expression of religious experiences

and directs spiritual intercourse with God.

Tha Cullus is o medium by which divire power fs

presented to men for thalr participution.

Religious expression was given through woman members of
the cult as wall as man. One very ancient order was the Cult
of Helen whote symhal was the Plane tree with Inscription,
] am Helen's tres, worship me.”

Woman as & cultist, priestess, goddess, and praphatess
appaars in religious functions, more nancent Limes than
sinca the birth of Christ. Mirgin, from Latin virgo meaning
maldan, is substituted for woman in the New Tastament.

Mora specifically, the ohjects of the study were 10:
1) Raly on scientific contribution in stuclying human
philosophy toward temporal and spiritual neads in living;
2) Observe ths structure of the human family as it fune-
tions In the oresent society; 3} Examine crass-culturel pat-
terns of tha human family; 4) Reesgniza the impartance of
religion In man’s (woman's) existence; and B) Accapt as es-
ssntial, the part revelation and prophecy have played in
developing and presarving woman’s spiritual image.

Literature reviswed for the present study was from re-
ligions end seripture, sciances — family living in particular,
warks of sncient art and Iitaraturs,

Watson.. author of the published study of The Early
{canagrephy of the Tree of Jesse, citad throughout the
present study, alluded to 2 spiritual image for woman. The
Old znd New Testaments as intarpreted by King James and
Douay College, alse, other seripturss on Isaiah’s prophecies
were compared far the purpose of the study.

Litersture in the area of family living ralating to pur
poze and organization of the family was raviewsd. Particu-
lar atention was given o the concept of woman's role in

See Next Page,
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the home and cross-cultura, General infarmation 2boal wo-
man was gathered from mythology, religion and"athis, his-
tory, saermons and writings by theologians, latter day reve-
lations, as well as translstions of ancient arrd obscure scrip-
tures, Deen; proposed: :

Wamen in itevelotion represent apocolyalic symbolism,

fo which the key has been lost.

¥erox copies of the plates observed in Watson's study
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are presented in Appendix A for observation by the author
of the presant sludy, Arthur Watson, author, The Early
leonography of the Tree of Jesse, published by Univeisity
Oxford Press, was contacted through the press, for per-
mission to include Xerox copies, The bound bodk is In the
open stacks In tha Lloyd Reading Room, University College
of North Wales, Banger, Cagrns., North Wales,

- TO BE CONTINUED
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THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN
Continued from pege 2

whosperar zhall do the will of my Father which isin keavsn, the
rame is my brother, and sister, aad mother (Matt 12:4B-30).

Just how is this possible? Let us sonsider the folluwing fram
the Apoerypha: “For she (Wisdom) i the braath of the powsr i
find. . . .che it more beoutiful thos the sur. . . -the & contersant
with Ged, she magnifieth her nopbilite: ven, the Lord of ol! fRinss
himseif joved har .. Five me wisdom, that sittath by thy throns,
.00 zemd her aud of thy holy heouens znd fram lhe throns af
thy glory....giee twisdomn, and send thy Tioly Spirt fmom nhougE"™
[The Wisdum of Sulomon 1:25,29, 8:3; 3:410,17) “Wisdom
Sl praize Levesld, ol sheil slomy in the midsl af ker peuple. -
I am the mother. . .J therefors, being efemas ois given {o ol my
chiliren which are namad af kim ™ [Ecclesiesticus 74-1,18).

Jemus, the Prince ol Peace, i3 of roval birth, being The oy
negulicn Son of the Hing and Queen of [Teaven, And as those 08
parth, wha comprise the chuarch, acknowledge this [eet, thay will

hecome part of the Femily of God. ‘They will give honor w their,
Farker wid Mather s commandsd (Ex. 20017}, thu pnsnTIng
their long life on the earth.

kg i she that lacketh [orih as the mumning, foiros the
poon, clear @ the sun, and fenible oz an army witk Ranmers. "
“fhe (the church triumphunt) & rhe orly one af har mother
(the Hely Spiht), s42 & ihy =hoice onz of hor that bare fer”
[The Song ol Solamon §:10,8), Many zre called, but [ew are
chosen. She (the Spiritfiled chureh) is the remnant of her
(U 1iniy Spisit) seed wha dees battle with the dragon in the
final conflict (Rev. 12:17h. “The Lomb shall opercomne (ham)
. for Ha iF Lund of lavds, and King of kings. wad they thal
arz with Him are called, and choden, grnd Jeithful™ (Rev.
17:141 .
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